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Welcom e to th e  pot-pourri introduction for a pot-pourri issue. 
Today w e  bring to you:

* A correction: Margaret Slavin draw s your attention to an 
error in th e  poetry pam ph let, "Poem s From  th e  Journey" (w h ich  
w as included as an insert in th e  May issue). O n page  4, th e  line  "in 
th is place of your" on th e  righ t side  of th e  page  sh ould h ave a 
neat line  draw n th rough  it. Th e  line  is correct w h ere  it appears in 
th e  left h and colum n. Th e  pam ph let editor h opes th at now  th at 
you've turned to page  4, th at you w ill read and enjoy th is lovely 
poem  -  perh aps, if som eone  else  is th ere, w ith  tw o voices. And 
th en, of course, all th e  oth er poem s.

* A w arning: w atch  out for th e  "diversions" section. O ur 
puzzle contributors are  getting increasingly clever and devious. 

* A credit (or tw o): Th e  cover ph otograph  is of Jane D im nik  
(Prairie  Month ly Meeting) look ing out from  th e  front of th e  
Coldstream  Meetingh ouse. Th e  artw ork  below  is by Alfred Mum a, 
of th e  Pow ell R iver Worsh ip Group (Vancouver Island Month ly 
Meeting).

* A plea: Are  you an artist or a ph otograph er, lik e  th ose  
m entioned above? Th e  Canadian Friend h as need of your talents 
and invites your contributions. 

* A w ish : I h ope  everyone  h as finds som e  tim es to enjoy th e  
season. Perh aps even if th e  season doesn't seem  to be  enjoying 
you back .

Many th ank s,
K e ith  M acgow an

From  th e  e d itor's d e sk .........
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D ealing w ith  Conflicts in our Meetings
by R ob H ugh e s

O ne w ould expect Q uak ers to be  effective at 
re solving conflicts in our Meetings. Th e  
peace  testim ony is one  of th e  defining traits 

th at m ark s us as a “peculiar people”. Alth ough  w e  
spend considerable tim e  and energy pursuing 
concerns for w orld peace, w e  se em  to be  at as m uch  a 
loss as any oth er religious group in coping w ith  
conflict in our com m unitie s.  Early Friends h ad to 
balance th e  tensions betw een follow ing individual 
leadings and see k ing corporate  discernm ent. In th e  
19 th  century, Friends in North  Am erica w ent th rough  
internal dissensions th at split Meetings and Yearly 
Meetings and left painful divisions th at are  w ith  us 
today.  Friends are  not im m une  to conflict.

In AVP (Alternatives to Violence  Project) 
w ork sh ops I identified m y ow n personal reaction in 
dealing w ith  conflict is a “conflict avoider”. Left to m y 
ow n devices, m y inclination h as alw ays been to run in 
th e  opposite  direction from  conflict w h enever 
possible. I suspect th at m any Friends are  sim ilar. 
H ow ever, experience  h as taugh t m e  th at ignoring or 
running from  conflict, w h ile it som etim es allow s for 
tem pers to cool off, often allow s conflict to e scalate.

In th e  Fall of 2005, Ministry and Counsel of 
Vancouver Meeting th ough t it w ould be  h elpful to th e  
Meeting to h ave w ritten guidelines setting out a 
process for re solving conflicts. Ironically, furth er w ork  
on th is concern w as delayed because  a serious conflict 
brok e  out in th e  Meeting th at took  m uch  of M& C’s 
attention for th e  next few  m onth s. Th is re inforced th e  
need for h aving guidelines in place and th e  w ork  w as 
re sum ed in earnest last spring. We recognized th e  
developm ent of guidelines w as going to be  a slow  
process of discernm ent and seasoning th at M& C 
could initiate, but needed th e  entire  Meeting to be  
involved w ith  and adopt as its ow n. 

R ath er th an trying to re invent th e  w h eel and draft 
our ow n guidelines from  scratch , w e  look ed to see  
w h at re sources w ere  available. Th e  m ost detailed 
guidelines w e  found w ere  in a protocol from  Portland 
Friends Meeting in Maine. Th ree  Friends from  
Portland Meeting attended CYM in 2004 and led an 

instructive w ork sh op on th e ir experience  of 
developing th e  protocol and presented a m ock  
conflict for re solution follow ing th e ir protocol. Th is 
gave Vancouver M& C a clear m odel to exam ine. We 
decided to w ork  w ith  th e  Portland Protocol and see  
w h at ch anges w ere  needed for our Meeting. We 
circulated copie s of th e  Portland Protocol th rough  
our Meeting, and M& C sponsored several se ssions to 
discuss w h at w e  w anted to see  in our guidelines. M& C 
th en took  all of th e  com m ents and drafted additional 
m aterial to include  in our guidelines. M& C presented 
a draft of th e  guidelines to Month ly Meeting, and it 
w as m inuted th at th ey w ould be  discussed at a future  
Meeting for Worsh ip for Business.

We grappled w ith  concerns such  as:
* H ow  to deal w ith  persons w h o h ave m ental h ealth  
or personality disorders?
* W h at k inds of decisions are  appropriate  for M& C, 
and w h at decisions need to be  m ade  at Month ly 
Meeting?
* W h at inform ation needs to be  confidential and w h at 
needs to be  public?
* H ow  to lim it be h aviour th at e scalates conflict?
* Is it ever appropriate  to ask  som eone  not to attend 
Meeting?
* W h at to do if th e  conflict involves a m em ber of 
M& C or th e  Clerk  of Meeting?
* After M& C tak e s action, w h at h appens if Friends 
disagree  about th e  actions tak en?

O ne observation w as th at w h ile th e  Portland 
Protocol w as useful in dealing w ith  situations of 
abuse, it did not provide  sim ple, practical steps for th e  
com m on, garden-variety disputes th at occurred in our 
Meeting.  Th e  Portland Protocol broadly defined 
abuse  as th at w h ich  “occurs w h en one  person h as 
cause  to k now  th at certain be h aviour is h urtful, 
th reatening, or offensive  to anoth er person and yet 
engages in th at be h aviour w ith  re spect to th at person”.

W h at w e  drafted for situations not involving abuse  
w as inspired by th e  practice  outlined in Matth ew  
18:15-17. It em ph asizes tak ing personal responsib ility 
for re solving conflict before  ask ing M& C or th e  
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Meeting for h elp. For conflict situations th at do not 
involve an issue  of abuse :
a. Prayerfully h old th e  situation and all of th e  
persons involved in th e  Ligh t;
b. Speak  directly to th e  person you are  in 
conflict w ith ;
c. If th at does not w ork , tak e  th e  m atter to th e  
Clerk  of Ministry and Counsel (or anoth er m em ber 
of Ministry and Counsel if it involves th e  Clerk  of 
Ministry and Counsel or a fam ily m em ber of th e  
Clerk ).  Ministry and Counsel w ill th en appoint a 
Friend to act as a th ird party betw een you and th e  
person you are  in conflict w ith ;
d. If th at does not w ork , Ministry and Counsel 
w ill bring th e  m atter to Month ly Meeting for 
consideration.

We are  grateful to Portland Friends Meeting for 
th e  use  of th e ir protocol th at served as a tem plate for 
th e  drafting of our guidelines. Th e ir experience  w as as 
useful in suggesting th e  process for drafting th e  
guidelines as it w as in th e  substance  of th e  guidelines. 
Noth ing w as om itted from  w h at th ey h ad w ritten, but 
w e  added w h ere  w e  felt it w as h elpful. H opefully, our 
experience  m ay be  h elpful to oth er Friends Meetings 
in CYM. W h ile it is h elpful to h ave a previous w ritten 
docum ent as a starting point, it is not possible to tak e  
sh ortcuts w ith  th e  process of adopting your ow n set 
of guidelines.

Th e  section "O ur Attitude  in Confronting 
Instances of Conflict or Abuse” w as a significant part 
of th e  guidelines. Th e  be st conflict re solution process 
in th e  w orld w ill not w ork  if th e  people involved do 
not enter th e  process in an attitude  of w illingness to 
re solve th e  conflict and be  open to th e  Ligh t. Th e  
Meeting ask ed M& C to draft a statem ent stressing th e  
im portance  of a spirit of forgiveness to include  in 
th is section. 

Th e  guidelines are  not carved in stone  but are  
intended to evolve over tim e  to m eet ch anging needs 
based on our experience. Now  th at w e  h ave adopted 
th e  guidelines, w e  face  th e  ch allenge of fam iliarizing 
ourselves w ith  th em  and see ing th ey are  used. Copies 
need to be  prom inently displayed and periodically 
referred to. New  m em bers w ill be  given a copy w h en 
th ey apply for m em bersh ip. We h ope  th ey can be  
posted on a future  Meeting w ebsite.  As th e  guidelines 
note :

"We recognize  th at w ith out such  a process at 
Vancouver Friends Meeting w h en th e  next case  of 
conflict or abuse  occurs, w e  are  lik ely to experience  
avoidance, prejudice, gossip, confusion, distrust, and 
m ore  conflict."

"Finally, w ith  th e  adoption of th e se  guidelines, w e  
affirm  th at Friends h ave conflict re solution processe s 
th at are  lik ely to w ork , and w e  accept our duty to 
utilize  th em , to see k  th e  truth  in love, and to address 
be h aviours th at do m uch  to rend our com m unity or 
h arm  a m em ber and little to furth er anyone ’s life  or 
spiritual w ell be ing."

Th e  guidelines close  w ith  th e  follow ing passage  
from  th e  postscript to an epistle to 'th e  breth ren in 
th e  north ' issued by a m eeting of elders at Balby, 
1656 th at expresse s our intent as to h ow  th e  
guidelines be  used:

"Dearly b eloved  Friend s, th ese  th ings we d o not lay upon 
you as a rule or form  to walk  b y, b ut th at all, with  th e  m easure  
of  ligh t wh ich  is pure  and  h oly, m ay b e  gu id ed ; and  so in th e  
ligh t walk ing and  ab id ing, th ese  m ay b e  fulfilled  in th e  Spirit, 
not from  th e  letter, for th e  letter k illeth , b ut th e  Spirit giveth  
life."

Som e  R e source s  on Conflicts  in Me e tings :

Friends General Conference.  Th e Wound ed  Meeting: 
Dealing with  d ifficult b e h avior in m eeting for worsh ip; m eeting 
th e  ne ed s of  th e  m any wh ile respond ing to th e  ne ed s of  th e  few. 
Friends General Conference  Pam ph let c.19 9 3

Loring, Patricia.  Listening Spirituality (Vol. I): 
Personal Spiritual Practices A m ong Friend s and Listening 
Spirituality (Vol. II): Corporate Spiritual Practice A m ong 
Friend s. c.19 9 9 .   [Th is includes a ch apter of th e  
Portland Friends Meeting Protocol]

Quak ers and  Conflict: A n O x ym oron, by Susan 
R obson, Friends Q uarterly, O ctober 2006, pp. 156-163

Vancouver Month ly Meeting Guidelines for 
Conflict R esolution can be  obtained by em ailing R ob 
H ugh e s at rh ugh e s@ sm ith - h ugh e s.com .

Rob H ugh e s  is  a m e m be r of Vancouve r 
M onth ly M e e ting and of CYM  Continu ing 

M e e ting of M inistry &  Counse l.
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R eflections of a R esident Friend
by Alicia K ing

I  h ave been com ing to Cam p NeeK auNis since  I 
w as six years old and m y first experience  of 
cam p w as one  th at I rem em ber to th is day. My 

fam ily cam e  up from  th e  States as part of th e  
Canadian/Am erican Fam ily cam ps offered during 
th e  sixtie s. I rem em ber m y parents loading us into 
th e  station w agon and h eading north . Th e  drive  w as 
long, and I w as so h appy w h en w e  finally pulled into 
th e  drive  w ith  a sign th at said “Cam p NeeK auNis, A 
Q uak er Cam p”. 

As w e  drove into cam p after a long day's drive  I 
rem em ber feeling a sigh  of relief at see ing a sw ing 
set on th e  h ill – a place w h ere  I could play! Th e  tree s 
se em ed really tall and green and as I stood on th e  h ill 
I could see  th e  bay and I rem em ber h ow  blue th e  
w ater look ed surrounded by all th e  green. My fam ily 
unloaded th e  car and w e  settled into our cabin. We 
w ere  given a q uick  tour of cam p and th en th e  bell 
rang calling us to attend our first m eal at cam p. 

At our first cam p m eal I sat in silence  h olding th e  
h and of som eone  I h ad just m et, and w h ile I don’t 
rem em ber m uch , I do rem em ber th at I felt very 
m uch  at ease. I w as a little young and w as not invited 
to w ash  th e  dish e s w ith  th e  dish  team . My fam ily 
returned to cam p th e  sum m er after I turned e igh t. 
Th at sum m er, even th ough  I w as just e igh t years old, 
I ask ed to be  signed up to a dish  team  so I could 
h elp w ash  dish e s. I lik ed th e  feeling of be ing a part 

of th e  com m unity by sh aring in th e  task  of h elping 
to clear th e  tables and w ash  th e  dish e s. We  w ould 
sing songs and talk  about th ings th at w e  h ad done  
during th e  day and planned to do for th e  next few  
days of cam p. 

O ne  of th e  w ork  period projects at cam p th at 
sum m er w as th e  building of th e  m eeting centre. I 
actually enjoyed w ork  period, again feeling th at sense  
of be ing a part of th e  com m unity. I spent th e  w ork  
period carrying rock s to build th e  back  w all of th e  
m eeting centre. I look  at th at w all today and 
rem em ber w ith  fond m em orie s m y contribution to 
th e  place w e  gath er to w orsh ip and play. I rem em ber 
m any h ours of folk  dancing and m eeting for 
w orsh ip. 

Th rough  th e  years m y fam ily continued to attend 
fam ily cam p every few  years. As a teen I started to 
attend cam ps as teen staff in th e  k itch en. As an 
adult I continued to volunteer at cam p m ostly in th e  
k itch en. Being at cam p th rough  th e  years as I w as 
grow ing up offered m e  th e  opportunity to m eet a 
w ide  variety of people, learn a lot of new  sk ills and 
grow  spiritually. I h ave brough t m y ch ildren to cam p 
to sh are  th e  rich  experiences I h ave enjoyed both  as 
a ch ild and now  continue  to enjoy as an adult. Th e  
friends I h ave gained over th e  years I still ch erish , 
and m any I continue  to k now  as lifelong friends. 

I began serving cam p as th e  volunteer R esident 
Friend in spring of 2006, living in th e  new ly 
acq uired cam p h ouse. I w ill continue  to serve as th e  
re sident friend th rough  th e  next few  years w ith  m y 
h usband R aym ond K ing, m y daugh ter K ath leen, and 
R aym ond's son Ch ris. R aym ond and I look  forw ard 
to serving cam p k now ing th at our ch ildren also 
benefit greatly from  th e  w onderful com m unity life. 
We feel very blessed to be  h ere  and to be  of service  
to cam p and to be  a part of th e  Q uak er cam p 
com m unity. 

Alicia K ing is  th e  Re s ide nt Frie nd at Cam p 
Ne e KauNis.

Clas s ifieds
BARGE H OLIDAYS in 

France on one  of th e  m ost 
attractive river navigations . 

H igh ly recom m ended. 
 w w w .joh annach arters .com .
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In May 2006 I becam e  a re sident of a retirem ent 
h om e  for seniors in Nelson B.C. w h en D ottie  
could no longer provide  th e  day and nigh t care  I 

needed at h om e  in Argenta. Transportation betw een 
Argenta and Nelson is difficult in ordinary w eath er, 
and in w inter it is often im possible. In sum , I am  
often lonely, and treasure  new  friends all th e  m ore. 
Bud h elps. H e  is  a m an w h o h as becom e  a h igh ly 
valued friend. 

Th e  facility in Nelson consists of six connected 
"cottages" of th e  Public Private  Partnersh ip type, each  
cottage serving around 20 persons at least 65 years of 
age. Men and w om en are  alm ost eq ual in num bers. 
Th ere  are  also infirm  re sidents w h o never leave th e ir 
room . Th e  dining room  of each  cottage h ouses m any 
activitie s in addition to feeding re sidents. My place in 
it is sh ared w ith  th ree  oth er m en, at one  sm all sq uare  
table. Places are  not assigned but m en generally sit 
seperately. O th er m en w ere  scattered am ong w om en. 
Bud w as seated at m y righ t, one  m an on m y left and 
anoth er to h is  left.

Bud, lik e  m any of us, w as brough t to h is  place in a 
w h eelch air. H e  w as about 9 0, th in, slow, and h is  voice  
w as barely audible. H e  ate  very slow ly, and usually 
needed h elp.

I h ave w orn a h ardh at for m any years and I am  
certain th at it h as saved m e  from  serious injury m any 
tim es. Neverth eless I am  one  of only tw o in m y 
cottage w h o w ear one, w h ich  probably w as one  reason 
w h y Bud treated it w ith  such  im portance. So w h en I 
rem oved it at m eals Bud w as h appy to be  involved. 
H is th in bony face  slow ly acq uired a look  I can only 
describe  as radiant. I w ould th en low er it slow ly 
tow ard th e  floor, so th at Bud could m anage it. Bud let 
m e  k now  by gestures h ow  to h and it over to h im . H e  
spok e  no sound but by h is  expression it w as clear th at 
no oth er w ay w ould do. And h e  w ould be  grinning 
w h en h e  sat up, h appy to h ave som eth ing to do th at I 
th ough t im portant. It h ad h is  w h ole be ing in it. H e  
reach ed m y h eart.

More  th an once  h e  h ad th e  experience  of devoting 

several m inutes to placem ent of m y h at exactly w h ere  
h e  w anted it to be, w h en a w ell-m eaning staff 
m em ber intervened w ith  som e  ph rase  lik e  "H ere, let 
m e  do th at". O ne  day after th at sort of intervention 
Bud gently put h is h and under th e  table w h ere  th e  h at 
m igh t be. I took  h is  h and and h eld it for a m inute.

I th ink  m aybe  w e  w ere  m oving tow ard a com edy 
routine  based on silent exaggerations. I get a lot of 
stares because  of m y h ardh at, even from  people w h o 
th em selves live w ith  th e  th reat of injury from  falls. So 
I began to sh ow  Bud m y idea for a candle fixed to its 
peak . Th e  next day Bud did not sh ow  up for 
break fast. I ask ed several staff m em bers and gradually 
found th at h e  h ad a h eart attack  and died in h ospital. 
A ligh t h as gone  out, a m em ory h as begun.

Goodbye  Bud.

Jack  Ross  is  a m e m be r of Arge nta M onth ly 
M e e ting.

Goodbye, Bud
by Jack  R oss
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It started w ith  an article in Seventeen m agazine. 
An Am erican h igh  sch ool student h ad spent a 
sum m er in an Am erican Friends Service  

Com m ittee  w ork  cam p in Mexico, delivering babie s 
and raising living standards in an im poverish ed village. 

It sounded lik e  som eth ing I w anted to do and I 
applied.  AFSC gave m e  a sch olarsh ip. In 19 55, I rode  
several buses from  eastern O ntario to Ixm iq uilpan, 
100 k ilom etres north  of  Mexico City. 

I didn’t k now  anyth ing about Friends th en, but th e  
experience  opened up a new  w orld for m e. Many of 
th e  oth er 20 or so cam pers w ere  conscientious 
objectors and th ey spok e  about alternatives to w ar. I 
learned about decisions based on consensus. W h ile w e  
spent our w ee k days w ork ing in different villages, w e  
got togeth er on w ee k ends in Ixm iq uilpan for sh ow ers, 
m eetings, and m editation. 

Th e  m editation w as w onderful because  no one  
told m e  w h at to pray. I also appreciated th e  local 
Cath olic prie st telling h is flock , “Look  at Los Am igos. 
You sh ould treat th e  Indians lik e  th ey do.” H e  w asn’t 
th reatened by us. 

In Xuch itlan, m y village, w e  tried to give  th e  
people m uch -needed confidence  in th em selves. Th e  
elders said th ey w anted th e  ch urch  repaired so w e  
repaired it. I ground corn for th e  governm ent’s sch ool-
lunch  program . Th e  O tom is lived in h uts m ade  of 

cactus and cook ed on th e  ground. Th e ir toddlers 
som etim es  fell into th e  fire s so w e  encouraged th e  
m ak ing of stone  stoves. 

We also introduced fruit tree s, m ainly fig, because  
fig tree s don’t need a lot of w ater. Before  th e  
governm ent h elped th e se  people, th e ir only w ater w as 
from  th e  tw ice -a-year rains, caugh t in an earth en 
depression, and used by h um ans and anim als alik e. 

Alm ost every m orning in w inter, w e  saw  
processions carrying th e  dead. Th e  cem etery w as 
be h ind th e  cottage w h ere  th ree  of us lived w ith  th e  
governm ent w ork ers. Most of th e  death s w ere  from  
pneum onia and w ith  only 2000 people living in our 
village, th e  death  rate  w as very h igh .  

I left after four m onth s because  of a th roat 
infection from  th e  dust but th e  experience  led m e  to 
join Toronto Month ly Meeting later. I never forgot 
Ixm iq uilpan w h ich  h ad given m e  so m uch  and over 
th e  years, I often w ondered w h at w as h appening in 
our valley. H ad w e  h elped th e  O tom is? It w asn’t until 
recently th at I w as able to return. 

W h en I did, w e  drove along four-lane h igh w ays 
and Xuch itlan h ad a paved road. It now  h as a regular 
source  of deep w ell w ater and each  h ouse  h as 
electricity. Th e  cactus h ouses are  all gone and no one  
cook s on th e  ground. Th e  h uay th at caugh t th e  rain 
w ater is now  a soccer field. Alth ough  th ey didn’t 
k now  us, people cam e  to greet us, unafraid. 

We found th ree  sch ools, not one, w ith  ch ildren 
w earing uniform s com parable in q uality to th ose  in 
Toronto. I ask ed about th e  people I k new. I h ad tak en 
pictures of th em  but no one  recognized th em .  Th e  
oldest person w e  found w as fifty-five. Sh e  w ould h ave 
been th ree  w h en w e  lived th ere. We visited one  h ouse  
– 500 m eters aw ay.  Th e  ow ner drove th ere  from  th e  
village sq uare  in a fancy truck . Th e  fam ily used a 
stone  stove even th ough  th ey h ad a gas stove, 
“because  gas is too expensive”. Th ey h ad a 
refrigerator. No one  carried h eavy jugs of w ater. I 
found h undreds of fig tree s and lots of fields of 
vegetables. Th ere  w as now  pride  in be ing O tom i. 

Ixm iq uilpan R evisited  
by R uth  Malloy

Ch ildren 52 years  ago, w ith  w ork cam per Kater 
Nelson lining th em  up for play.  Th e ir cloth e s  are  
rags .  Few  w ore  s h oe s .  And few  w ere  girls .
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Nous Avons Tous 
Notre  Part de  
R esponsabilité

Ch antal Fournier

Le s m anch ettes de s journaux sont pleines de  
com m entaires, d ’analyses de  toute  sorte  sur la 
tuerie  de  Virginia Tech . Encore  une  fois le débat 

sur les arm es à feux e st relancé. Une autom obile, la 
cigarette  cause  autant de  dom m ages…Au delà de  ce  
sem piternel débat, une  q uestion se  pose : pourq uoi cet 
h om m e  q ui vivait une  grande  isolation, n’a pas eu le 
soutien de  sa com m unauté?

O n ne  parle pas ici de  q uelq ue  solitaire  q ui dem eure  
fonctionnel en société m ais d’un être  écorch é q ui a déjà 
m ontré des signes de  m alaise, q ui n’e st pas apte  à 
fonctionner avec se s pairs.

À regarder le rassem blem ent des gens q ui ont priés 
pour ceux q ui étaient m orts dans la tuerie, je  m e  posais 
la q uestion com bien était prêt à apporter un réconfort à 
cet h om m e   lorsq u’il était vivant ?

S’il y a «de  D ieu en ch aq ue  personne» com m ent peut-
on ignorer la douleur et la détresse  de  q uelq u’un q ue  
l’on côtois ch aq ue  jour? 

Je dem eure  convaincu q ue  la douleur va s’apaiser 
pour ceux q ui ont perdus de s collègues, de s cam arades. 
Ch acun va retrouver se s petites h ab itudes et son train-
train q uotidien. La belle solidarité m ontrée  aux m édias 
lors du rassem blem ent sera du passé  et les élèves et 
professeurs au prise  avec de  la colère, du désarroi seront 
encore  une  fois isolés face  à leurs problèm es et se  
sentiront terriblem ent seuls dans petite  com m unauté de  
20 000 personnes … 

La Société des Am is m et l’em ph ase  sur le sens de  la 
com m unauté, sur le re spect de  la vie  h um aine, sur 
l’action dans notre  q uotidien; si toutes les com m unautés 
religieuse s  agissaient de  m êm e  verrait-on de  pare ils 
tuerie s se  répétées? Laissez-m oi en douter!

Ch antal Fournie r e st m e m bre  du  M ontréal 
M onth ly M e e ting.

Several decades before, th e  governm ent started 
sending w aste  w ater from  Mexico City to our valley. 
“W h en th is first started, th ey tested th e   w ater and 
found it bacteria free.” said D ick  R am sey, one  of m y 
fellow  cam pers w h o now  lives in Mexico. “But it’s 
not tested for h eavy m etals.” Th e  canal did h ave a 
foul odour but it w asn’t as bad as expected!

Before  th e  w aste  w ater arrived,  th e  people could 
only grow  cactus from  w h ich  teq uila is m ade. Th e  
ch ildren used to arrive  at sch ool drunk  because  only 
cactus produced a liq uid. Today, Ixm iq uilpan h as so 
m uch  w ater, it h as opened at least th ree  w ater park s 
near Xuch itlan. Th ese  w ere  th e  largest sw im m ing 
pools I’ve  ever seen, and cater to tourists from  
Mexico City. 

But th e  population of Xuch itlan is still only 
about 2000 people. It h as not grow n because  of th e  
m igrations to th e  U.S. w h ich  h as m ade  m uch  of th e  
developm ent possible. 

Th e  perpetuation of th e  fig tree s m eant for sure  
w e  h ad ach ieved som eth ing. I don’t th ink  w e  can 
tak e  credit for th e  im proved stoves. Th e  governm ent 
did a lot of  w ork  h ere. I w as very pleased to see  
m ost of th e  ch anges. But th ere  are  still problem s, 
e specially w ith  an econom y dependant largely on 
em igration and w aste  w ater.    

Ruth  M alloy is  a m e m be r of Toronto M onth ly 
M e e ting.

Ruth  M alloy (righ t) w ith  Louisa w h om  
s h e  m et in Xuch itlan.



Sum m er 2007 - Th e  Canadian Friend10 

Q UIT: Q uak er Initiative to End Torture
April 27-28, 2007

Minute  of Exercise
In 19 74, London Yearly Meeting of th e  R eligious Society of Friends approved a m inute  th at ask ed:

"Can torture  ever be  justified?  O nce  ch attel slavery w as considered an econom ic and social necessity; 
neverth eless it h as now  been abolish ed in m ost regions of th e  w orld.  Th is h as h appened at least in part because  
of th e  revulsion w h ich  th is offence  to h um an dignity aroused.  Sh ould not torture  arouse  th e  sam e  revulsion? 
Torture  is not just a sporadic occurrence  in th is country or th at, but a m oral contagion w h ich  h as spread 
th rough out th e  w orld, even to governm ents w h ich  h ave been proud of th e ir record of civilized be h aviour. 
Torture  is not only system atic ph ysical ill-treatm ent but m ay also involve th e  m isuse  of psych ology and oth er 
sciences and tech nologies.  Is th is evil one  th at w ill arouse  us to action as our Society w as once  aroused by th e  
evil of slavery?"

It is tw o h undred years since  slavery w as abolish ed in th e  British  Em pire  and th erefore  h ere  in Canada.  We  
are  no longer th e  k ind of people w h o condone  th is abom ination. We are  also not th e  k ind of people w h o w ant 
to k ill, im prison or condone  torture  by our troops, by law  enforcem ent personnel, or th rough  outsourcing to 
anoth er country.  We  are  not th e  k ind of people w h o w ant our young m en and w om en to becom e  w ar crim inals. 
Yet our governm ent allow s Canadian soldiers in Afgh anistan to transfer prisoners to a governm ent th at is k now n 
to use  torture  – w h ich  is  a w ar crim e.  We  are  not th e  k ind of people w h o w ant to put justice  aside  and im prison 
people on flim sy or non-existent evidence.  Yet th ere  are  people in Canadian prison under security certificate  
law s w h o h ave been th ere  for years w ith out ever k now ing th e  ch arges laid against th em . Th ese  are  th ings th at 
h appen w h en w e  allow  ourselves and our governm ent to act expediently and out of fear and ignorance.

Som e one  h undred Friends and interested persons gath ered on th e  cam pus of Saint Paul University in 
O ttaw a, O ntario to look  at som e  of th e  th ings th at are  h appening in our nam e, at som e  of th e  law s th at m ove 
Canada aw ay from  be ing a just society tow ards be ing an auth oritarian, unjust society.  It is th is fear, and th e  
acq uie scence  th at grow s out of it, th at th e  Q uak er Initiative to End Torture  (Q UIT) see k s to address. Q UIT 
began in th e  United States by ask ing Q uak ers to ack now ledge  th e  problem  of torture  and to begin to w ork  
tow ards its abolition.  A creeping erosion of h um an righ ts h as led to th e  idea th at torture  m ay be  perm issible in 
certain circum stances.  We  cannot perm it ourselves to th ink  th at w ay.

As Joh n Calvi w rote  in h is  introduction to th e  2006 Q UIT Conference  program ,

"O ur greatest dangers are  denial and inaction.  Th e  greatest good w ill com e  by be ing faith ful to th e  Ligh t th at 
guides com passionate  w ork  and re stores our frail h um anity in th e  face  of unim aginable pain and system ic illness. 
We w ill begin in th e  silence  of w orsh ip, w aiting upon a leading to surrender our w orldly obstacles, and continue  
in reverence, as th e  w ork  is  large  and w ill tak e  m ore  th an good intentions or a m ere  generation.  We  are  h opeful 
because  such  w ork  strength ens our spiritual m uscles and disciplines our listening for th e  D ivine  in all."

In a Meeting for Worsh ip h eld at th e  end of th e  conference, Friends paused to consider a Minute  of Exercise  
to capture  th e  real state  of our h earts, “w ith out evasion or em broidery”.

O ne person told h er story of be ing a m em ber of Am nesty International, and of learning about torture  for 
th e  first tim e. Sh e  spok e  of h ow  denial w as th e  reaction of som e, a strategy to protect th em selves from  th e  
h orror of th e se  storie s.  

In answ er to th e  q uery, “D o our lives speak  for justice  and peace, and against th e  justifications and m indset 
th at perm it torture  for th e  com m on good?” w e  saw  th at w e  are  com plicit by paying taxes to support a system  
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th at condones torture. Th is conference  called us to look  at som e  of th e  terrible th ings th at h ave h appened h ere  
at h om e  and abroad, at th e  conditions in our prisons, and at th e  burden on our soldiers. We m ay be  called to 
look  at our ow n com plicity, at h ow  our ow n lifestyle plays a part in th is.  We  h ave learned th at w e  cannot be  
bystanders, th at w e  m ust approach  action th rough  radical love.

Joh n Calvi advised us: "Let th e  act of w itnessing ch ange  you so th at you can becom e  th e  anch or of h ope  and 
th e  w ay of peace. H old th e  ligh t as you see  th e  pain.  Th en ch oose  your inw ard and outw ard w ork ."

Th e  tim e  is really ripe  for us to speak  out. We need to push  for our governm ent to follow  th e  
recom m endations of th e  report on th e  “Com m ission of Inq uiry into th e  Actions of Canadian O fficials in 
relation to Mah er Arar”. We need to speak  out concerning th e  situation in Israel and Palestine, to build th e  
political w ill to im prove th at situation. We need to reach  out to oth er eth nic and faith  com m unitie s and build a 
greater com m unity, one  in w h ich  w e  can follow  Gandh i’s  advice  th at even th ough  th ere  m ay be  very little th at 
w e  can do individually, w e  need to do it.  We  sh ould give  th e  be st of w h at w e  h ave and let th at becom e  part of 
th e  w ork  of oth ers. In th e  doing of th e  w ork  let us rem em ber, in th e  w ords of H ector Aristizábal, to "w iggle 
our toes, sh ak e  and dance".

We expressed th ank s th at th e  conference  w as a gift of peace, creativity, and steadfastness. H ector Aristizábal 
opened our h earts w ith  h is  perform ance  on Friday.  H is gift to us w as to enter into th e  pain and terror of h is  
ow n experiences, to feel release  and cath arsis th rough  th e  experience  as w ell as th e  h ealing of “divine  m adness” 
in th e  w ork sh op follow ing it. H e  sh ow ed us th at creative solutions are  possible. Th ere  w as gratitude  for th e  
organizing com m ittee  of th e  conference, a large  w ork , beautifully done.

Eric K ristensen, Clerk
Anne -Marie  Z illiacus, R ecording Clerk

Clim ate  ch ange, greenh ouse  gases, energy use  
and overuse  in th e  developed w orld… Th e  
environm ent is on everyone ’s m ind as w e  

grapple w ith  th e  role our governm ent sh ould play 
nationally and on th e  w orld stage, and w h at w e  sh ould 
be  doing as individuals. 

K airos: Canadian Ecum enical Justice  Initiatives, is  
a dynam ic ch urch -based social justice  group, 
representing 11 different ch urch e s and ch urch  
organizations (including th e  R eligious Society of 
Friends) w h o are  w ork ing in partnersh ip to prom ote  
h um an righ ts, justice  and peace, viable h um an 
developm ent, and ecological justice. After 
coordinating cam paigns related to w ater over th e  last 
tw o years, K airos is ch anging its focus to energy in 
2007. Th e  th rust of th e  new  cam paigns w ill be  to 
encourage  th e  governm ent to create  a just and 
sustainable energy policy.

From  O ctober 12-14, 2007, th e  Great Lak es-St. 
Law rence  R egion of K airos is h osting its annual 

conference  at th e  Mount Mary R etreat Centre  in 
Ancaster, O ntario. Th e  th em e  of th e  conference  "Just 
Pow er -  Sustainable Energy for Today" w ill inspire  all 
th ose  w h o w ant to look  at th e  issues from  a faith -
based perspective. Ian Th om son, th e  k eynote  speak er, 
is  th e  Program  Coordinator for Corporate  Social 
R esponsib ility at th e  national K airos office  in 
Toronto. Work sh ops w ill be  given on topics as varied 
as “Transportation and th e  Future  of Cars”, “Th e  
Green R ule”, “Peak  O il and Pow ering D ow n”. Also 
included in th e  conference  is tim e  for w orsh ip, an 
AGM and opportunitie s for netw ork ing w ith  lik e -
m inded people. R egistration inform ation can be  
obtained from  K airos at w w w.k airoscanada.org or 
locally from  Gail Lorim er (H am ilton-Burlington 
K airos) at 9 05-634-7654 or D oroth y W ilson (O ak ville-
Mississauga K airos) at ah _ w ilson@ sym patico.ca

Doroth y W ilson is  th e  co- ch air, and Elaine  
Gare au  th e  publicity coordinator, of th e  20 0 7 

Kairos  Gre at- Lak e s - St. Law re nce  Re gional 
confe re nce .

R eflecting on th e  Environm ent: Ch ristian Perspectives
by D oroth y W ilson and Elaine  Gareau
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Som etim es I sit and in m y m ind
set sail for carefree  days
I first play-acted m an
on an aging frigate  sh ip.
I w as so frigging cock y th en
a grand im portant little m an.
Sh ins scarred from  steel h atch  tops
bellies w arm ed by tots of Navy rum
w e  slipped th rough  grim y Ch ath am  lock s
w h ere  Nelson’s stout sh ip Victory
first ventured puffed up, out to sea.
A m ere  cadet I w as, yet oh  so proud
m y h ead h eld h igh , face  grim , below
our little nation’s learner flag
Canada w rit in golden yellow  th read
atop m y snug and w ell-pressed sleeves
a tick et into any h ouse  or pub in tow n.
And every m an w ould buy m e  drink s
and bonnie  girls w ould w ait in line
to h ave th e ir clum sy sailor dance  w ith  m e.
Th ey taugh t m e  stirring h istory
of th e  last and h orrid m urderous w ar
and h ow  w e  far-off k ind colonials
sacrificed our pink -ch ee k ed young:
O ur convoys bough t th e  Brits som e  tim e
and brough t m uch  needed goods of w ar
from  H alifax, h olds stuffed full w ith
a generation bound to figh t and die
leave body parts and buggered m inds
in ruined fields of terror and despair.
Th en Pearson w on th at guilt-born prize
th e  Suez crisis cam e  and w ent aw ay
and peace  h eld re ign for years and years
and Canada carved its righ teous cause
in h earts and m inds around th e  globe
th e  land w h ere  decent people lived
earned th e ir k e ep and stood th e ir ground
for w h at th ey felt w as good and just:
Joh n Peters H um ph rey’s pen declared
for all th e  w orld on h um an righ ts.
O ur U.N. soldiers gave up tim e  and h om e
to sail to fore ign soils to stand for peace.
Th ey seldom  felt th e  need to fire  a sh ot
and sh ow ed a dozen w arring nations
w ays to m ap th e  rock y road to peace.

We never felt th e  need to underm ine
or bend a ne igh bour’s w ill to m atch  our ow n.
And so I cannot h elp but feel a pang
w h en Canada’s new  governm ent
speak s slogans, cant and platitudes
brags of w ars for freedom , w ars for peace
proud and pleased to m im ic certain liars
and puppets w h o issue  codes of fear,
to prop up Fascist advocates at h om e
righ ts exch anged for “h om eland security”
w h o’ve  fough t against ph ilosoph ie s
instead of th e  evils th at nurture  th em .
W h o’ll k ill for “dem ocracy,” th e  license  for greed
— e specially th ose  poor w h o see k  th e ir sh are —
w h o train, arm , and support tyrants,
on various unam erican soils
to benefit corporate  sh are h olders,
th e  sam e  tyrants w h o later turn on th em .
W h ere  goes th e  Canada th at w e  love?
And w h ere  is  th e  th eoretical Am erica
m yth ological Am erica
th e  land of m arch ing bands
and flagging stars and stripes
th e  friend of th e  poor and th e  lost?
Th e  privileged few  h ave brok en it,
spread terror am ong its people
lik e  a pick pock et distracts h is  prey
to plunder and dism ay, to bring to ruin
th e  good and noble nam e  Am erica
separating th e  layers of its people
lik e  its bank ers w h o sort th e  planet
into separate  and alien w orlds.
O ur peaceful nation urged th e irs not to figh t
since  peace  can only com e  from  m ak ing peace
from  lifting all th e  w orld from  its de spair
and offer all on earth  a decent sh are.
Abuse  is th e  parent of w orse  abuse
and w ar leads only to anoth er w ar.
As I’m  no longer young and k now
h ow  q uick ly lives and nations pass aw ay
I’m  h ere  and am  inclined to speak  th e  truth
th at if our w ays are  ones to em ulate
w e  m ust insist on doing w h at is righ t.
no m atter w h at th e  losse s, w h at our cost
before  w h at’s strong and free ’s forever lost. 

D ream  of Peace  -  Made  in Canada
by H ugh  MacD onald
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It's h ard to believe h ow  fast th e  tim e  h as gone  by. 
So m any of us visited th e  Expo '67 World's Fair 
in Montreal in th e  sum m er of 19 67. We w ent as 

ch ildren, pack ed in a gas-guzzling car w ith  parents 
w h o are  now  elderly or sadly no longer w ith  us, to see  
th e  Fair w ith  th e  th em e  "Man and h is  World". Th is 
th em e  w as an attem pt "to exam ine  in depth  th e  
condition of m an on earth ". It alm ost goes w ith out 
saying th at to use  "Man" in such  a public context 
today, instead of h um anity or h um an be ing, w ould 
bring protests about it not be ing gender inclusive  
language. But look ing back  now  at Expo 67 it h as a 
k ind of q uaint and innocent feel to it, be ing a w orld 
far rem oved from  our doom saying contem porary 
issues of terrorism  and global w arm ing.

Th e  February-March  19 67 issue  of Th e Canad ian 
Friend  devoted alm ost a w h ole page  to th e  Fair. Th e  
article w as w ritten by tw o Friends from  Montreal 
Month ly Meeting, R ow an Em berson and K arin 
D avid, w h o proudly w anted to describe  before h and 
to Fair visitors "som eth ing of its aim s and th e  variety 
of its parts". So th ey pointed to th e  five  sub -th em es 
of "Man and h is  w orld", all to dem onstrate  "th e  
ach ievem ents of m an in culture  and science". Th ere  
w as "Man th e  Explorer", "Man th e  
Producer", "Man th e  Creator", "Man th e  
Provider", and "Man in th e  Com m unity".

Th e  Fair h ad pavilions w ith  displays 
from  various countrie s, fam ous artw ork s 
on display, and perform ances by 
orch e stras, opera and ballet com panies. 
And th ere  w as a Ch ristian pavilion too, 
sponsored by seven m ajor Canadian 
denom inations "in th e  spirit of 
ecum enism ". Th is pavilion w as divided 
into tw o parts, "th e  first to bring m an face  
to face  w ith  m an, th en lead th rough  a 
garden to th e  second, a plain room  w h ere  
th e  visitor w ill be  confronted w ith  silence". 
So Q uak erly, if I m ay say so. And as w ith  
oth er World's Fairs, th ere  w as an 
am usem ent area, La R onde, to "blend 
education w ith  recreation". Th ese  
Montreal Friends de scribed La R onde  as 

"be ing conceived as com bining th e  be st features of 
Copenh agen's Tivoli Gardens and D isneyland, w h ile 
adding even m ore. if such  a th ing is possible". 

I w ent online  to see  pictures of w h at th e  Fair 
look ed lik e  forty years ago and w h at it look s lik e  
today (a m ostly forgotten and abandoned place). Th at 
exercise  still didn't h elp m e  to rem em ber m uch . But 
w e  can perh aps today capture  a b it of th e  Fair's spirit, 
by th ink ing of it as a tim e  w h en w e  freely invited th e  
w orld, in our country's centennial year, to see  th e  be st 
w e  could offer th em . In th is regard th e  last paragraph  
of th is long-ago article from  Th e Canad ian Friend  is  
w orth  repeating:

"None of us h ere  w ould deny th at Expo '67, 
m any- sided and varying in taste  as it w ill be, w ill 
involve com petition and nationalistic display, but 
m uch  effort is be ing spent on m ak ing it a place for 
international m eeting, sh aring, joining, in a tribute  to 
all m en, of all nations. We h ope  m any Friends w ill 
w ant to com e, to visit us, and it."

Kyle  Joliffe  is  a Q uak e r h istorian.

W h ere  We've Been: Expo '67 Forty Years Later
by K yle Joliffe

Featured ph oto: M ordecai 
and H arriet Starr 
(m entioned in our 
Decem ber 2006 is sue), on 
th e  occas ion of th e ir 50th  
w edding anniversary, Dec. 
19 , 19 27. 

M ordecai Francis  Starr 
(Dec. 17, 1856-June 18, 
19 34). M arried Dec. 19 , 
1877. H e  often said h e  w as  
"h is  ow n bos s  for only tw o 
days ." H arriet France s  
(Steph ens) Starr (Aug. 28, 
1857-Aug. 3, 19 45).

Ph oto courte s ey Stuart Starr.
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R epresentative Meeting w as h eld from  May 4th -
6th  in H am ilton, w h ere  sunsh ine  and gentle 
breezes greeted us. Th e  group th at gath ered 

w as sm aller th an usual, m any Friends be ing unable to 
attend. We h eard new s from  m any Month ly Meetings: 
som e  w ere  in th e  process of finding or getting used to 
new  locations for Meeting for Worsh ip, oth ers w ere  
pleased to w elcom e new  m em bers; one  Meeting h ad 
h ad m oving experiences w ith  its silent vigils w ith  
‘Wom en in Black ’.

Th e  issue  of privacy as it affects Yearly Meeting 
directorie s h ad proved beyond th e  ability of Yearly 
Meeting to re solve, as different provinces h ave 
different regulations, so it w as decided th at Month ly 
Meetings w ould h ave to assum e  re sponsib ility for 
ensuring th at nam es featured on th e ir lists (from  
w h ich  th e  YM D irectory is m ade  up) h ad m et w ith  
th e ir local req uirem ents  for be ing listed.

A Call to Ch aplaincy w as recorded and a req uest 
for a Clearness Com m ittee  for a Friend w h o felt 
sim ilarly called w as rece ived.

Finance  Com m ittee  reported th at th e  deficit th is 
year w as less th an h ad been feared. Alth ough  th e  
Budget for 2008 w ould sh ow  a m uch  sm aller deficit 
th an previous years, it w as pointed out th at, in 
addition to th e  increase  in contributions from  
Month ly Meetings, th ere  w as a need for individual 
Friends to donate  m ore  to CYM, so th at future  
budgets w ould no longer sh ow  a sh ortfall. Applicants 
for m em bersh ip in th e  Society of Friends need to be  
told clearly th at th ey are  not only becom ing m em bers 
of a Month ly Meeting. Th ey w ill also be  joining th e  
m uch  larger com m unity of Friends, th rough  th e  
Yearly Meeting and W ider Q uak er bodie s such  as 
Friends’ World Com m ittee  for Consultation, Friends 
General Conference  and Friends’ United Meeting, 
w ith  th e  obligations th is entails.

Th is year FW CC is celebrating its 70th  Anniversary 
as a veh icle for understanding betw een th e  various 
branch es of our Society, as w ell as addressing som e  of 
th e  w orld’s m ost pressing problem s. A fund-raising 
cam paign is underw ay to allow  Latin Am erican 
Friends to fully participate  in th is year’s Triennial (to 

be  h eld in D ublin, Ireland), w h ich  h as ‘Finding th e  
Proph etic Voice ’ as its th em e.

Th e  C'n'R  Group h as com pleted its final report, 
w h ich  can be  found on th e  CYM Web site; it w ill also 
be  available soon in a separate  book let.

Th e  m eeting finish ed early, before  supper on th e  
Saturday. Th is gave us tim e  to enjoy th e  w arm  
h ospitality H am ilton Month ly Meeting h ad extended 
to us. We w ere  m ost grateful for th e ir good care  of us, 
from  th e  transportation to and from  th e  Meeting 
H ouse  to th e  w ell organized b illeting and th e  
nourish ing lunch  th at w as provided after Meeting for 
Worsh ip on th e  Sunday.

Elle n Pye  is  a m e m be r of Vancouve r M onth ly 
M e e ting.

Nam ing th e  D ays
by D an Cooperstock

I h ave a m inor testim ony against our practice  of 
using only num eric nam es for m onth s, and for th e  
days of th e  w ee k  (e.g. First D ay, First Month ). 

My understanding of w h y th at practice  originally 
developed am ong Q uak ers is  th at it w as because  th e  
usual nam es for th e  days of th e  w ee k  and th e  m onth s 
are  largely “pagan” nam es, e.g. Saturday is nam ed 
after th e  Gree k  god Saturn and March  is nam ed after 
th e  R om an god Mars. 

So, w h at’s w rong w ith  pagan? Well, I guess it’s th at 
it’s not Ch ristian. W h ile th at m ay h ave been a b ig deal 
for early Q uak ers, now  w e  accept oth er religions 
(including ancient ones) a lot better. R em em ber “Be 
open to new  ligh t, from  w h atever q uarter it m ay 
com e”? Th ere  are  m any pagan or W iccan Q uak ers, 
just as th ere  are  Jew ish  Q uak ers, Buddh ist Q uak ers, 
etc. So, w h y sh ouldn’t w e  use  pagan nam es for th e  
days or m onth s? 

Perh aps it’s tim e  th at w e  can give  up th is 
affectation.

Dan Coope rstock  is  a m e m be r of Toronto 
M onth ly M e e ting.

Spring R epresentative Meeting
R eport by Ellen Pye
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A s I type  th is, th e  old foundation of m y little 
farm h ouse  is  be ing noisily bulldozed out by 
m en and m ach ines, w ith  m y boy cat w atch ing 

in fascination from  th e  sidelines and m y girl cat 
tunnelled h ead first under th e  h ay bales in th e  barn 
loft. I h ave a w e ird feeling th at m y h ouse  and I m igh t 
at any m om ent fall dow n into th e  cellar, h aving lost 
our support. In due  course, a new, strong foundation 
w ill be  poured and th e  h ouse, th e  cats and I w ill settle 
back  onto it w ith  a b ig sigh  of relief.

Inevitably, I h ave also been th ink ing 
m etaph orically about w h at a foundation represents: a 
base  offering security and support in our lives, and in 
a sense  a point of departure  for grow th  – in th e  case  
of a h ouse, th e  first th ing th at h as to be  built in order 
to "grow " th e  h ouse  on top of it. So is it a stretch  to 
try and correlate th e  purpose  of a foundation w ith  th e  
purpose  of th e  annual gath ering of statistics for 
Canadian Yearly Meeting? Not necessarily.

O ver th e  centurie s, Friends h ave conscientiously 
k ept vital statistics, including records of m em bers, 
b irth s, m arriages and death s. Today’s re search ers no 
doubt bless th e se  earlier Friends for providing such  a 
rich  re source  of m aterial. W h at can w e  learn from  th e  
picture  th at em erges from  th e se  records, be side s facts 
and anecdotal inform ation on individual Friends and 
th e ir m eetings? Migh t w e, for exam ple, also be  able to 
trace  certain trends in th e  developm ent of th e  
R eligious Society of Friends, such  as "spik e s" (up or 
dow n) in m em bersh ip statistics (perh aps after a new  
religious m ovem ent h as sw ept over th e  country, 
bringing a positive  or negative influence)? Especially, 
th e  dem ograph ics w ill com e  into focus: an increase  in 
our age ing population but perh aps no eq uivalent 
grow th  in Young Friends or Young Adult Friends.

Th is inform ation is im portant, for several reasons. 
First, of course, w e  are  continuing a tim e - h onoured 
tradition of k e eping good records so th at future  
re search ers (th ink  th e  tw enty- second century!) w ill 
bless us. Second, our CYM com m ittees exist to serve 
Friends, so if th ey h ave a sense  of exactly w h o th ose  
Friends are  th ey can tw eak  th e ir m andates (and 
funding) to m ore  appropriately m atch  th e  need for 

th e ir services. Th ird, Month ly Meetings – th e  core  
units of our Society – can review  th e ir ow n practices 
to better m eet th e  needs of th e ir m em bers, attenders 
and enq uirers, based on th e  inform ation available 
th rough  th e  CYM Statistical R eport. 

I h ave just com pleted m y first report as CYM 
Statistical Secretary. I greatly enjoyed th e  process, 
com m unicating w ith  Friends (som e  of w h om  I h adn’t 
seen for m any years and w as now  ch atting to). I 
found m yself feeling deeply for every Friend in th e  
Month ly Meetings and w orsh ip groups across th e  
country, as I uncovered an interesting range  of 
em otional responses to th e  call. It becam e  clear th at 
som e  h ad struggled valiantly to provide  th e  
inform ation req uested, lack ing local records, lack ing 
tim e, lack ing access to oth er k now ledgeable Friends, 
lack ing perh aps a conviction th at th is exercise  w as 
even necessary.

But w ith out doubt th e  sw eetest experience  w as 
w ork ing w ith  a Month ly Meeting th at found itself 
divided on issues related to th e  statistics. Before  th ey 
h eld th e  m eeting for w orsh ip for business at w h ich  
th ey h ad w isely sch eduled th e  problem  to be  
discussed, I w as in com m unication w ith  tw o not-yet-
united Friends. O ffering m y long-distance  input as 
be st I could in th e  h opes th at th is m igh t h elp to 
re solve th ings w as difficult, because  I found m yself 
m issing tw o crucial elem ents: be ing th ere  w ith  th at 
Month ly Meeting to listen to Friends as th ey h eld 
th e ir discussion, and doing so th rough  w orsh ip.

Noneth eless, all w as not lost. O n th e  sam e  Sunday 
th at th ey w ere  m eeting, I w as also w orsh ipping h ere  
on Prince  Edw ard Island. And, to m y eternal credit, I 
actually rem em bered to h old th ose  Friends very 
strongly and w ith  all m y love in th e  Ligh t, th at th ey 
m igh t com e  to unity.

And th ey did. And I felt joyous. And w e  laugh ed 
about it after. And I got m y report to th e  CYM O ffice  
in th e  nick  of tim e.

Daph ne  Dave y is  a m e m be r of Ne w  Brunsw ick  
M onth ly M e e ting (Prince  Edw ard Island 

W ors h ip Group) 

By Th e  Num bers
by D aph ne  D avey
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Th e  R esponsib ility to 

Protect
by Jesse  H usk

In response  to CFSC's call to Month ly 
Meetings to consider th e  docum ent “Th e  
R esponsib ility to Protect”, H am ilton 

Month ly Meeting h eld a potluck  and discussion 
evening on Novem ber 30, 2006. 

W h ile our individual responses to th e  
docum ent varied, several com m on th em es 
em erged. Th e  re sponsib ility to protect 
docum ent, as its core  prem ise, em ph asizes a 
sense  of global responsib ility. W h ile sovere ign 
states are  generally autonom ous, sovere ignty 
im plies re sponsib ility for th e  w elfare  of one's 
citizens, and under situations w h ere  th e  state  is 
unable or unw illing to protect its ow n citizens, 
th at re sponsib ility m ust be  tak en up by oth ers 
outside  th at state. Th is global concern for th e  
general w elfare  of all people, regardless of 
nation, seem s in k e eping w ith  Q uak er values 
and th e  United Nations, de spite  its 
sh ortcom ings, se em s be st placed to act upon 
th e se  principles eq uitably. Furth er, w ith  th e  
docum ent's em ph asis on prevention as th e  
prim ary re sponsib ility, th ere  is  m uch  to be  
valued in th e  approach  outlined by th e  
re sponsib ility to protect. 

H ow ever, th ere  are  also elem ents of th is 
docum ent th at are  deeply troubling to som e. In 
particular, th e  presum ption th at m ilitary force  
m ay be  necessary to fulfill th e  re sponsib ility to 
protect. Finding alternative m eans of fulfilling 
th is re sponsib ility could be  aided th rough  
individual action, and th rough  governm ent 
action, perh aps th rough  th e  creation of a 
governm ent office  w h o's prim ary m andate  w as 
international peace  w ork  (a lobbying project 
H MM is currently supporting). Local action is 
e q ually im portant, as peace  w ork  begins w ith  
our ow n lives in our ow n ne igh bourh oods.  

Je sse  H u s k  is  a m e m be r of H am ilton 
M onth ly M e e ting.

H istoric R uling on Conscientious 

O bjection
By Jane O rion Sm ith

In a decision issued in Novem ber 2006, th e  H um an 
R igh ts Com m ittee  definitively establish ed th at 
conscientious objection to m ilitary service  is protected 

by Article 18 of th e  UN International Covenant on Civil and 
Political R igh ts (ICCPR ). Inform ation on th is h istoric 
decision can be  read in a briefing paper issued by th e  Q uak er 
UN O ffice -Geneva at:
h ttp://w w w.q uno.org/geneva/pdf/h um anrigh ts/BP2007CO
K oreaD ecision.pdf

Th e  case  w as brough t forw ard by tw o Jeh ovah ’s W itnesse s 
from  th e  R epublic of K orea.  Th ey h ad refused to perform  
m ilitary service  and w ere  im prisoned for th e ir stand. K orea 
use s conscription and h as no provisions for conscientious 
objectors. Th ese  are  th e  first individual cases under th e  
O ptional Protocol to ICCPR  in w h ich  th e  H um an R igh ts 
Com m ittee  h as considered, on its m erits, a central claim  th at 
Article 18 req uire s a State  to accom m odate  conscientious 
objection to m ilitary service, and th at alth ough  lim itations 
m ay be  perm issible w ith in th ose  accom m odations, th ey w ill 
h ave to be  justified in each  case  and th at any re strictions m ust 
not im pair th e  e ssence  of th e  righ t in q uestion. 

Th e  H um an R igh ts Com m ittee  is th e  body of 
independent experts th at oversee s th e  im plem entation of th e  
ICCPR . All States w h ich  are  partie s to th e  Covenant report to 
th e  Com m ittee  on a regular basis.  Th e  Com m ittee  q uestions 
th em  and m ak e s Concluding O bservations h igh ligh ting 
im provem ents needed as w ell as progress m ade. 

Alth ough  only directly applicable to th e  R epublic of 
K orea, all 160 states party to th e  Covenant need to tak e  
account of th is, as th e  Com m ittee ’s auth oritative 
interpretation of Article 18 as it pertains to righ ts of 
conscientious objection. Th ere  is  very lim ited jurisprudence  
(legal interpretations or decisions) regarding conscientious 
objection to m ilitary service, and so th is ruling w ill be  very 
im portant to individuals and groups w h o are  se e k ing to 
secure  such  protection in so m any countrie s. 

(Inform ation draw n from  th e  Q UNO  Briefing Paper)

Jane  O rion Sm ith  is  a m e m be r of Victoria M onth ly 
M e e ting, sojourning at Toronto M onth ly M e e ting.
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Introducing 
Q uak erism

by D avid Greenfield

"W h en w e  introduce  Q uak erism  to th e  
public, w e  believe it w ould be  h elpful to stress 
th at w e  are  a religion w ith  th ree  dim ensions, 
th ose  of w orsh ip, com m unity and service. We 
are  not a m editation group, or a personal 
grow th  and self- im provem ent group of 
individuals pursuing spiritual grow th  in th e  
absence  of com m unity. We are  a fully m atured 
religion w ith  w orsh ip, com m unity and service. 
In w orsh ip, w e  experience  com m union w ith  
th e  D ivine, w h ere  w e  are  strength ened in an 
exch ange  of love betw een God and th e  faith  
com m unity. In com m unity w e  experience  th e  
collective love and spiritual action of be ing a 
m eeting of w orsh ippers, and in service  w e  tak e  
God’s de sire  for universal w ellbeing out to th e  
w ider w orld in th e  form  of concrete  action in 
th e  social sph ere.

Th e  personal experience  of th e  D ivine, th e  
life  of th e  m eeting, and action in th e  w ider 
w orld, are  all deeply intertw ined and a part of 
w h at w e  are."

Th e q uote ab ove is from  a d raft d ocum ent prepared  
b y David  Greenfield  (Sask atoon A .M.) for a work ing 
group look ing at th e  Consultation and  R enewal 
recom m end ations. Dave's d raft, includ ing th is q uote, 
form ed  th e  b ase  of  th e  work ing group's report to 
CFSC. Th e m em b ers of  th e  work ing group (Steph anie  
Deak in, David  Greenfield , and  Max ine Kaufm an-
Lacusta) were  m oved  and  inspired  b y th is b rief  
d escription of  Quak erism , and  fe el led  to sh are  it with  
oth ers. We em ph asize th at th is is com ing from  th e  th re e  
of  u s as ind ivid uals, and  we d o not purport to speak  
for any group.  We h ope th at oth ers, read ing th is, will 
feel m ore connected  to th e ir faith  and  practice, and  will 
find  in it an easy and  clear way to b egin to ex plain 
Quak erism  to oth ers.

David Gre e nfie ld is  a m e m be r of Prairie  
M onth ly M e e ting.

Long D istance  
Calling........

by Margaret Slavin

I  com e to Meeting for peace and  spiritual refresh m ent, and  instead  I 
run into tensions. Sh all I look  around  for a d ifferent spiritual 
h om e? I am  d rawn to Quak erism , b ut I th ink  th is particular 

group is d ysfunctional.

If you personally are  going th rough  a very fragile b it, it 
m ay be  necessary to go aw ay for a w h ile, or to see k  oth er 
sources of nurture, e ith er as a perm anent sh ift to a different 
spiritual h om e, or as a supplem ent to w h at your Meeting can 
offer.

But you k now, ultim ately, grow th  com es th rough  
engagem ent, and spiritual path s h ave rock s and earth q uak e s 
as w ell as green grass and b irdsong.

H ere  are  practical Friendly traditions w h ich  in m y 
experience  are  too seldom  used:

Speak  to a m em ber of Ministry &  Counsel, or preferably 
w rite  a confidential note  to th em . If your group is too sm all 
to h ave an M& C, w rite  to th e  Clerk  or Contact Person. State  
your feelings and th e  situation as you see  it. Most groups w ill 
tak e  such  a w ritten statem ent seriously, e specially if you 
continue  to attend Meeting for Worsh ip regularly. If you feel 
it h as fallen on deaf ears, repeat and update  your note  every 
six m onth s or so. H old th e  process in th e  Ligh t. Th ings w ill 
sh ift. 

R each  out to th e  person or persons w h o feel m ost 
intim idating. D on’t try too h ard to understand th em ; just ask  
after th e ir fam ilies and after th e ir w ee k . Th en listen.

R eq uest a com m ittee  for clearness, again th rough  M& C, 
or else  set up your ow n. 

Spill out your feelings to 2-3 people in confidence, w h ose  
job is not to advise  but to reflect back  w h at th ey h ear.

Are  you yourself giving space  to oth ers, e specially to 
new com ers and th ose  younger th an you?

Love yourself but also, w h en divine  energy gives you th e  
strength , love your ne igh bours.

Send  your q u estion to writeaway@ nex icom .net or m ail to 206 Perry 
St., Peterb orough  O N K9 J 2J2.
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Th e  follow ing are  th e  final re com m e ndations  
containe d in th e  re port from  th e  Consultation 
and R e ne w al W ork ing Group. Th e s e  
re com m e ndations  w ill be  pre s e nte d to Canadian 
Ye arly Me e ting is  s e s s ion th is  sum m e r. Ple ase  
note : th e s e  re com m e ndations  are  e ffe ctive ly 
e xce rpts  from  th e  re port. It is  im portant th at 
Frie nds  also unde rstand th e  back ground and 
rationale  for th e s e  re com m e ndations, w h ich  is  
be st done  by re ading th e  com ple te  re port. It is  
available  at w w w .q uak e r.ca and w ill be  printe d 
and m aile d out to Month ly Me e tings  prior to 
Ye arly Me e ting. It is  also available  from  th e  CYM 
office  upon re q ue st. 

A. CYM IN SESSIO N
A-1:  th at CYM sh ould continue  to m eet annually as 
one  unified Yearly Meeting at th is tim e.
A-2: th at CYM consider th e  necessary ch anges to 
enable less freq uent national m eetings.

B. R EGIO NALIZ ATIO N
B-1:  th at CYM exam ine  h ow  Australia Yearly Meeting 
is organized, h ow  w ell it w ork s, and w h eth er any w ell-
functioning aspects of th e ir structure  could be  m odels 
for CYM to deal w ith  cost, distance, and associated 
vitality issues.
 B-2: th at all Canadian Friends consider if th ey h ave a 
leading to tak e  on som e  aspect of Yearly Meeting 
w ork . Th us groups of Friends in local areas w ith  an 
interest or concern for a particular project or activity 
could assum e  re sponsib ility. Th is could be  th rough  
th e ir Month ly Meeting, th rough  a H alf-Yearly Meeting 
or R egional Gath ering, or som e  oth er grouping w h ere  
th ey can w ork  togeth er easily. Accountability lines 
w ould need to be  w ork ed out for each  project.

C. D IVER SITY
C-1:  th at Canadian Friends openly recognize  th e  
Ch ristian tradition of our R eligious Society of Friends 
and its continuing nurture  for m any of our m em bers 
and attenders. We ask  local m eetings and Yearly 
Meeting to find w ays to engage  m ore  deeply w ith  th e  
Ch ristian roots of Q uak erism .  Th is does not m ean 
overlook ing th e  current breadth  of belief and 

conviction am ong th ose  w h o are  not Ch ristian – both  
Ch ristian and non-Ch ristian beliefs h ave a part in 
fostering th e  loving com m unity and inspirational 
diversity w e  now  experience  and value corporately.
C-2: th at local m eetings and Yearly Meeting 
deliberately create  opportunitie s for open dialogue  
about beliefs and expression of spirituality, th us 
enh ancing our freedom  to w orsh ip togeth er and to 
m inister to one  anoth er w ith  a variety of spiritual 
language. We rem ind ourselves to “feel w h ere  w ords 
com e  from ”. 
C-3:  th at our O rganization and Procedure  be  revised 
so th at it ack now ledges our diversity, as de scribed in 
C-1 above.

D. MEMBER SH IP
D -1:  Friends are  rem inded to learn and use  th e  
D iscipline.  W h en an attender sh ow s an interest in 
participating deeply in th e  life  of th e  Meeting, Friends 
sh ould invite  th em  to consider m em bersh ip and ask  
th em  to read our “O rganization and Procedure”, as 
w ell as “Ch ristian Faith  and Practice  in th e  Society of 
Friends” and “Advices and Q uerie s”.  Meetings 
sh ould ensure  th at th e se  th ree  parts of our D iscipline  
are  w ell k now n and easily accessible to all Friends. 
  “O rganization and Procedure” is available online  at 
w w w.q uak er.ca. 
D -2:  th at Yearly Meeting, Month ly Meetings and 
regional m eetings h old open discussions about th e  
m eaning and th e  process of m em bersh ip and h ow  it 
relates to our Q uak er identity.
D -3:  th at Month ly Meetings assure  th at prospective 
m em bers h ave an aw areness of th e  variety of 
expressions of faith  am ong Q uak ers.  Th is sh ould 
include  an understanding of th e  Ch ristian h eritage  
and continuing tradition w ith in th e  R eligious Society 
of Friends.  

E.  Q UAK ER  ED UCATIO N
E-1:  th at Canadian Yearly Meeting consider 
reprinting D eborah  H aigh t’s pam ph let “Meeting” and 
distributing it th rough  th e  Canadian Friend.   We  also 
suggest m ak ing it available on th e  CYM w ebsite.   We  
ask  Meetings to use  th is pam ph let to explore  togeth er 

Consultation and R enew al 
R ecom m endations
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th e  m eaning of th e ir Q uak er experience.
E-2:  th at Canadian Yearly Meeting e stablish  a Q uak er 
Education Program  for adults about Q uak er faith  and 
practice  and about Canadian Yearly Meeting, and th at 
H om e  Mission and Advancem ent Com m ittee  h ave 
oversigh t of th is program . 
E-3:  th at th e  Q uak er Education Program  include  
developm ent of a com pre h ensive  re source  base  for 
use  by Month ly Meetings, w orsh ip groups, and 
individuals.  Th is re source  base  w ould contain study 
program s and audio-visual m edia developed by 
Canadian Yearly Meeting and oth er Q uak er bodie s, a 
list of Friends w h o could sh are  th e ir tim e  and 
k now ledge  in various w ays (including visiting), and 
logistical inform ation for Friends w h o travel for th e  
Program .
E-4: th at CYM establish  a Visitation Program  w h ere  
experienced and k now ledgeable Friends w ill visit 
Month ly Meetings and Worsh ip Groups. Th e  
objective of th e se  visits w ill be  to increase  Friends’ 
understanding of Q uak er faith  and practice, including 
our practice  of corporate  discernm ent, approach es to 
conflict in m eetings, and th e  organization and 
activitie s of Canadian Yearly Meeting.
E-5:  th at a Q uak er Education Program  co-ordinator 
be  h ired to provide  adm inistrative support, co-
ordinate  visitor recruitm ent, and organize  and 
m aintain th e  necessary supporting re sources for th e  
program .
E-6: th at CYM ask  its finance  and fund-raising 
com m ittees to set up a w ay of financing th is Q uak er 
Education Program  so th at individuals and Month ly 
Meetings can donate  to it specifically.  

F. ENVIR O NMENTAL CO NCER NS
F-1: th at th e  Q uak er Ecology Action Netw ork  
continue  in its present form  and th at if it feels need 
for m ore  structure, it explore  th is w ith  Canadian 
Friends Service  Com m ittee. 
F-2:  th at CYM exam ine  th e  nature  of our 
relationsh ip w ith  Q uak er Earth care  W itness and 
discern w h eth er to retain m em bersh ip, and if so, 
w h eth er it is m ore  effective for CYM or CFSC to be  
th e  m em ber. CYM m igh t ask  Q EAN and CFSC to 
undertak e  th is discernm ent.

G. YO UNG FR IEND S
G-1:  th at CYM em ploy a Youth  Secretary on a part 
tim e  basis.  Th is person could be  ch osen by a h iring 
com m ittee  e stablish ed jointly by Yearly Meeting 

Nom inating Com m ittee  and Canadian Young Friends 
Yearly Meeting.  We  suggest th at applicants for th e  
position supply a recom m endation from  a Month ly 
Meeting, togeth er w ith  an indication of th e  Month ly 
Meeting’s w illingness to assum e  re sponsib ility as th e  
“em ploying com m ittee” according to Yearly Meeting’s 
Personnel Policy. (Th is includes arranging for th e  
supervision, spiritual nurture  and care  for th e  
individual in th e  position.)
G-2: th at CYM encourage  and support m ore  
gath erings of Young Friends th rough  1) greater use  
of Cam p NeeK auNis, 2) m ak ing available oth er 
venues th at are  practical for Young Friends to use, 3) 
provision of travel funds and 4) better use  of current 
com m unication netw ork s.
G-3:  th at CYM appoint an experienced Friend to act 
as liaison betw een CYM and Canadian Young Friends 
Yearly Meeting.  Th e  role could include  m entoring as 
needed.
G-4: th at each  year, th rough  th e  regular nom inations 
process, CYM nam e a Ch ildren’s Program  
Coordinator w h o re side s in th e  region of th e  
upcom ing annual sessions. Th e  Coordinator w ould 
becom e  an ex officio m em ber of th e  YM Program  
Com m ittee  and be  accountable th rough  th at 
Com m ittee.

H . ELECTR O NIC CO MMUNICATIO N
H -1: th at CYM th orough ly th re sh  th e  subject of 
electronic com m unication and agree  on w ritten 
guidelines or protocols regarding th e  use  of em ail, 
w ebsites, w eb -based learning and teleconferencing.
H -2:  th at consideration be  given by all decision-
m ak ing bodie s w ith in CYM to m eth ods of arch iving 
records originating in an electronic m edium .

I. FINANCES
I-1: th at representatives to R epresentative Meeting 
and Yearly Meeting be  sure  to report specifically on 
CYM finances to th e ir Month ly Meetings, and th at 
Month ly Meetings and Worsh ip Groups find w ays to 
discuss CYM finances.
 I-2:  th at Finance  Com m ittee  continue  to see k  
presentation form ats th at are  concise, clear, and as 
easy as possible for Friends to understand, bearing in 
m ind th at m any of us are  financially illiterate.

J. CO NFLICT W ITH IN MEETINGS
J-1:  th at re sponsib ility re st w ith  Continuing Meeting 
of Ministry and Counsel for finding re sources and 
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assistance  for m eetings in conflict.
 J-2:  th at th e  Q uak er Education Program  
recom m ended above (see  section E) include  a strong 
section on Friends’ approach  to addressing conflicts in 
th e  Month ly Meeting or Worsh ip Group. 
J-3: th at Continuing Meeting of Ministry and Counsel 
consider h olding a pre -CYM w ork sh op on Friends 
w ays of dealing w ith  conflict in our Month ly Meetings 
and Worsh ip Groups th at could later be  conducted at 
regional gath erings or in Month ly Meetings.

K . CYM STR UCTUR E
K -1:  th at th e  R ecords Com m ittee  be  laid dow n and 
th at a new  Board of R ecords and Arch ives be  
e stablish ed, reporting to Yearly Meeting th rough  
R epresentative Meeting.
K -2: th at th e  size  and m em bersh ip of th e  Board of 
R ecords and Arch ives be  recom m ended to Yearly 
Meeting by th e  Nom inating Com m ittee  in 
consultation w ith  th e  Trustees and th e  current 
R ecords Com m ittee. We suggest th at th e  m em bers of 
th is Board re side  w ith in reasonable travel distance  
from  Pick ering College; th at th e  term  of office  for 
m em bers be  no less th an five  years, renew able as 
appropriate; and th at persons w h o are  not Friends but 
h ave expertise  in arch ival w ork  be  eligible to serve 
(w ith  th e  exception of th e  position of clerk ), filling no 
m ore  th an one  th ird of th e  positions. 
K -3:  th at Ecum enical/Interfaith  Com m ittee  be  laid 
dow n.
K -4:  th at R eligious Education Com m ittee  be  laid 
dow n.  
K -5: th at th e  re sponsib ility for religious education be  
given back  to H om e  Mission and Advancem ent 
Com m ittee.
K -6:  th at H MAC be  relieved of th e  re sponsib ility for 
th e  Canadian Friend, th e  Q uak er Pam ph let Serie s and 
oversigh t of th e  CYM w eb  page. We recom m end th at 
a new  com m ittee  be  struck  to tak e  re sponsib ility for 
th e se  program s (see  recom m endation K -7 below ). 
K -7: th at CYM establish  a Publications and 
Com m unications Com m ittee  to oversee  th e  Canadian 
Friend, th e  Canadian Q uak er Pam ph let Serie s, and th e  
CYM w ebsite. Th is com m ittee  w ould also w ork  to 
develop our understanding and use  of em erging 
tech nologies as th ey m ay m eet Friends’ needs for 
com m unication and Q uak er education. 
K -8:  th at CYM lay dow n th e  position of general 
secretary. Th is does not im ply th at th is position could 

not be  re - instated in future  if needed. 

L. R EPR ESENTATIO N O N W ID ER  BO D IES
L-1: th at w e  m aintain our m em bersh ip in Friends 
World Com m ittee  for Consultation, Friends General 
Conference, and Friends United Meeting.
L-2: th at CYM exam ine  th e  appropriateness of our 
participation in th e  World Council of Ch urch e s.

M. CO NTINUING MEETING O F MINISTR Y 
AND  CO UNSEL
M-1: th at CYM Nom inating Com m ittee  be  
re sponsible for subm itting nom inations for 
Continuing Meeting of Ministry and Counsel to 
Yearly Meeting of Ministry &  Counsel, and th at 
Month ly Meetings and th e ir Meetings of Ministry and 
Counsel be  ask ed to subm it nam es to CYM 
Nom inating Com m ittee  for th e ir discernm ent.
M-2: th at Yearly Meeting of Ministry &  Counsel and 
Continuing Meeting of Ministry and Counsel exam ine  
th e  de scriptions of th e ir purpose  and function in 
CYM's O rganization and Procedure  to discern 
w h eth er th e se  de scriptions are  consistent w ith  current 
needs and practices and w h eth er e ith er th e  practices 
or th e  D iscipline  need revision.
M-3: th at, w h en difficult issues arise  th at do not fall 
w ith in th e  m andate  of a standing com m ittee, CYM 
establish  ad h oc com m ittees to w ork  on th em . 
Continuing Meeting m ay be  ask ed to consult w ith  
th e se  com m ittees w h ere  appropriate.
M-4: th at H alf-Yearly and R egional Meetings be  
encouraged to e stablish  strong Meetings of Ministry 
and Counsel th at w ould respond to th e  needs of 
Month ly Meetings and individuals w h en th e  Month ly 
Meeting is unable to do so. Th e  long-term  objective is 
th at Continuing Meeting of Ministry and Counsel 
could be  relieved of th e  re sponsib ility for re sponding 
to local issues, w h ile still acting in a nurturing role for 
local Meetings of Ministry and Counsel.
M-5: th at th e  National Listeners Program  be  
evaluated by Continuing Meeting of Ministry and 
Counsel.
M-6:  th at, in th ree  years tim e, CYM, Continuing 
Meeting of Ministry and Counsel and Yearly Meeting 
of Ministry &  Counsel consider th e  w isdom  of 
h aving Continuing Meeting of Ministry and Counsel 
function as a standing com m ittee  of CYM, rath er 
th an as a parallel m eeting.
M-7: th at Continuing Meeting of Ministry and 
Counsel, w ith  th e  h elp of Month ly Meetings, 
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revitalize  th e  state  of society reports by adh ering to 
th e  process for preparing th e se  reports as de scribed in 
section 7.8 of CYM's O rganization and Procedure. 
Meetings sh ould be  expected to note  th e ir strength s 
and also to address any difficult issues, including ideas 
of h ow  th ey intend to approach  re solving th em . Th is 
could be  done  th rough  use  of q uerie s.  

N. R EPR ESENTATIVE MEETING
N-1: th at CYM ask  Month ly Meetings to appoint 
representatives to R epresentative Meeting w h o are  
w illing to engage  in various inform ation 
sh aring activitie s w ith in th e  Month ly 
Meeting such  as w riting articles for a 
Meeting new sletter, visiting w orsh ip 
groups, h olding special study groups on 
issues arising from  R epresentative 
Meeting, and at least, w rite  a report to 
attach  to Month ly Meeting m inutes. 
N-2: th at Month ly Meetings and w orsh ip 
groups (w h ich  are  not already doing so) 
enh ance  opportunity to dissem inate  
k now ledge  about CYM by e stablish ing 
m ech anism s for th e ir representatives to 
R epresentative Meeting and th e ir 
delegates to Yearly Meeting se ssions to 
report and discuss Yearly Meeting 
concerns. 
N-3: th at all Friends h ave th e  opportunity 
(w h enever possible) to k now  th e  item s to 
be  included on th e  R epresentative 
Meeting agenda so th at th ose  w ith  an 
interest m ay give  input th rough  th e ir 
representative. We furth er recom m end 
th at R epresentative Meeting consider 
posting th e  agenda and reports for 
R epresentative Meeting on th e  CYM 
w ebsite  at th e  sam e  tim e  th at it is sent to 
R epresentative Meeting m em bers. Th is 
could facilitate  th e  com m unication 
process.
N-4: th at all Yearly Meeting Com m ittees 
provide  regular w ritten reports in advance 
to R epresentative Meeting, but only 
report verbally w h en th ey h ave a m atter 
req uiring a decision. Th is w ould req uire  
th at th e  clerk  m ak e  tim e  on th e  
R epresentative Meeting agenda for people 
to ask  q uestions on th e  w ritten reports.

O . YEAR LY MEETING CLER K S
O -1:  th at CYM em pow er a com m ittee  to m ak e  
decisions th at need tim ely im plem entation betw een 
se ssions of CYM or R epresentative Meetings to k e ep 
CYM functioning.  We  recom m end th at th is 
com m ittee  be  com prised of th e  CYM clerk s plus th e  
clerk  of R epresentative Meeting and th e  CYM 
treasurer.  Any decisions tak en by th is com m ittee  
w ould be  reported to th e  follow ing m eeting of e ith er 
CYM or R epresentative Meeting.

...........................................

"Bam field" by Alfred M um a
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Book  R eview s
NNoo  EE xxttrraaoorrdd iinnaarryy  PPooww ee rr::  PPrraayyee rr,,  SSttiillllnnee ss ss   aanndd   
AA ccttiivviiss mm   ((SSww aarrtthh mm oorree   LLee ccttuurree ,,  22000055))  
AAuutthh oorr::  HH ee llee nn  SSttee vvee nn
PPuubb lliiss hh ee rr::  QQ uuaakk ee rr  BBooookk ss ,,  LLoonndd oonn,,  22000055

Th is little book  speak s so w ell for itself th at I 
h ave decided to review  it only briefly and urge  
readers to obtain th e ir ow n copy.  Beautifully and 
sim ply w ritten, th e  book  treats th e  process and 
fruits of prayer as ordinary, everyday th ings rath er 
th an som eth ing re served for extraordinary 
m om ents and specially gifted people. "Ten Tips for 
Practical Praying" begins encouragingly w ith  advice  
"R elax and don't w orry about it.  Th row  aw ay guilt 
if you find prayer difficult." and ends w ith  "Above 
all enjoy yourself".

But H elen Steven h as not w ritten a prim er on 
prayer, even th ough  th e  book  w ork s for th at 
purpose. Sh e  h as w ritten a closely integrated 
account of th e  influence  of prayer on activism  and 
vice  versa. Sh e  w eaves th e  devotions and 
ecum enism  of th e  Iona Com m unity into h er life  as 
a social and peace  activist around th e  w orld. Sh e  
distills th e  sh arpest e ssence  of Gandh i, K ing and 
contem porary Friends into patterns of non-violent 
action w h ile at th e  sam e  tim e  grappling w ith  deep 
th eological q uestions, lik e  to w h om  are  prayers 
directed, and th e  nature  of th e  answ ers to prayer. 
Sh e  prom otes an im age  of Gospel love as sinew y, 
dem anding, persistent and alw ays renew ing.  Th is 
tough  love ask s its follow ers to run risk s and 
accept h urt in th e  actions it calls forth .

Th e  book  is easy to read, not only for its 
graceful prose, relevant q uotes and deligh tful 
anecdotes, but also in h aving a very clear print face. 
Th ere  are  excellent appendices on th e  Iona 
Com m unity, contact inform ation on retreat centres 
and activist sources, and a nicely selected 
b ibliograph y. H igh ly recom m ended for individual 
reading or for group study. I h ope  th e  Q uak er 
Book  Service  in O ttaw a w ill be  flooded w ith  
req uests for th is one.

-Bert H orw ood, Th ousand Islands Month ly 
Meeting

....................

BBuurryy  tthh ee   CChh aaiinnss ::  PPrroopphh ee ttss   aanndd   RR ee bb ee llss   iinn  tthh ee   FFiigghh tt  
ttoo  FFrree ee   tthh ee   EE mm ppiirree ’’ss   SSllaavvee ss
AAuutthh oorr::  AA dd aamm   HH oocchh ss cchh iilldd

March  25, 2007 m ark ed th e  200th  anniversary 
of th e  end of th e  British  slave trade. Th is m eant 
not th e  end of th e  enslavem ent of African 
peoples, but th e  end of British  participation in th e  
trade  of th em . 

Th is book  reveals detailed accounts of th e  
building of th e  first, broad-based h um an righ ts 
cam paign th at used m any of th e  tools w e  still use  
today to effect ch ange  – petitions, testim onials of 
experience, political lobbying, posters, speak ing 
tours, etc.  Q uak ers, a w ell-h oned netw ork  of 
already convinced anti- slavery advocates w ith  sk ills 
in publish ing and organizing, w ere  th e  back bone  
of th e  m ovem ent w h en th e  base  started to 
broaden in th e  1780’s w ith  th e  addition of som e  
Anglicans and m em bers of th e  so-called Claph am  
Sect, a group of evangelical com m unitarians of 
sorts. H och sch ild strongly credits th e  Q uak ers 
(w h o m ade  up 9  of th e  12 m em bers of th e  first 
British  Anti-Slavery Com m ittee) w ith  th e  strength  
and success of th e  m ovem ent, and for be ing at 
first th e  only ch urch  officially opposed to slavery 
(and w h o h eld th is distinction for m any decades). 

W h ilst H och sch ild extols th e  virtues of Friends 
in th e  anti- slavery m ovem ent, h e  does not q uestion 
th e ir m otives. Friend Vanessa Julye h as found in 
h er re search  for h er forth com ing book  “Fit for 
Freedom , Not for Friendsh ip” th at slavery w as 
opposed by m any Q uak ers because  slaveh olding 
w as considered a sin and th erefore  it becam e, in a 
sense, a blem ish  on one ’s soul to participate  in 
slavery. Friends did not generally see  people of 
African descent as eq uals – spiritual or oth erw ise  – 
and h ad a fairly paternalistic attitude  tow ards th em . 
Such  paternalism  is im plied in H och sch ild’s book  
w h en h e  w rites about th e  founding of Liberia, a 
h om eland for form er slaves in Africa.

H och sch ild h as a rare  ability to transport 
readers to th e  tim e  and experience  of th is 
im portant period of h um an social developm ent. 
Som e m igh t consider h is  w ork  overly detailed and 
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draw n out, but it functions w ell as a k ind of 
docum entary of th e  struggle for th e  freedom  of a 
people by anoth er people (one  th at w as, e ssentially, 
benefiting from  th e ir oppression). An im portant 
notation in th e  book  is  th e  role of w ork ing peoples, 
w h o th em selves faced h arsh  conditions, in 
re sponding to th e  call for th e  end of th e  slave trade. 
Indentured servitude, after all, w as not an 
experience  re stricted to people of colour. As w ell, it 
is seldom  m entioned th at enslaved people 
th em selves h ad a critical role in th e ir ow n liberation 
(such  as by m assive  revolt in H aiti). 

As I read th e  book , I cam e  to understand th e  
im m ense  ch allenge of ending slavery, w h ich  w as a 
fundam ental part of global econom ics at th e  tim e. 
Today’s ch allenges are  no different in th at th ey 
req uire  long term  com m itm ent by generations of 
people w h o are  organized, focused, and w h o reach  
out to broaden th e  m ovem ents of support across 
m any boundarie s. Th e  ending of th e  slave trade  w as, 
frank ly, unth ink able to m any (let alone th e  ending 
of slavery w h ich  cam e  in 1833 in th e  British  
Em pire), yet it h appened.  Th is said, slavery never 
really ended, and even today w e  se e  a global trade  in 
h um ans for sex and ch eap labour th at req uire s 
address.  Perh aps by rem em bering our past, w e  w ill 
be  better eq uipped to address th e  ch allenges of th e  
present w h ich  include  th e  m odern slave trade  and a 
society th at th rives on m anufacturing low -w aged 
jobs (its ow n form  of indentured servitude) to fuel 
our desire s. 

(For th ose  interested in doing m ore  reading, 
CFSC h as produced a R esource  List in relation to 
th e  b icentenary of th e  end of th e  British  slave trade. 
Friends can find it in th e  “resources” section of 
w w w.cfsc.q uak er.ca.)
-  Jane O rion Sm ith , Vancouver Island Month ly 

Meeting, sojourning at Toronto Month ly 
Meeting 

....................
TThh ee   LLiittuurrggiiee ss   ooff  QQ uuaakk ee rriiss mm
AAuutthh oorr::  BBee nn  PPiinnkk   DD aanndd ee lliioonn
PPuubb lliiss hh ee rr::  AA ss hh ggaattee ,,  22000055  ((113388  ppaaggee ss ))

Th e  provocative title im m ediately brings a 
q uestion to m ind: liturgie s? of Q uak erism ? In 
answ er, th is fascinating book  provides a th orough  

look  at th e  roots and h istory of w h o w e  are  as 
Friends, h ow  w e  got to be  th at w ay, w h at our 
liturgie s are, and h ow  th ey got to be  th at w ay. 

If you h ave ever felt confused about h ow  
Q uak ers got from  th e  united w ays of early Friends 
to th e  m any branch es of Q uak erism  w e  h ave today, 
th is m ay be  just th e  reference  you need. Pink  
D andelion's analysis of Q uak er w orsh ip traces "th e  
original seventeenth  century Q uak ers' 
understanding of 'th e  liturgy of silence', and w h at 
for th em  replaced th e  outw ard form s used by oth er 
parts of Ch ristianity …". H e  "explains h ow  early 
Q uak er understandings of 'tim e', 'h istory', and 
'apocalyptic' led to an inw ard liturgical form ". 

H ave you ever w ondered about th e  Gurneyites, 
W ilburites, program m ed, unprogram m ed, 
evangelical, conservative and liberal Q uak ers; th e  
R ich m ond D eclaration of faith ; h ow  w e  becam e  
separated or joined; or h ow  today's liberal Q uak ers 
h ave becom e  secularised as th ey continue  to m ove 
furth er aw ay from  th e ir Ch ristian roots? W ith  
careful sch olarsh ip and extensive  extracts from  
h istorical Q uak er texts and b iblical q uotations, th is 
auth or excels at bringing clarity to com plex issues 
such  as th e se  and m any oth ers. 

Th ough  h e  is  m ainly concerned w ith  Q uak er 
liberal and unprogram m ed traditions, h e  also 
exam ines conservative and evangelical Friends. A 
ch apter entitled "Present-D ay Practice" is divided 
into sections: on th e  Evangelical Friends Ch urch , 
Conservative Q uak er Meeting, and th e  Liberal 
Q uak er Meeting. Th is ch apter clearly sh ow s th e  
sim ilaritie s and differences betw een th e  liberal 
Q uak er practice  and oth er m odern day branch es of 
Q uak erism . Th e  next tw o ch apters elaborate  on th e  
experience  of liberal-Liberal Q uak ers, and exam ine  
liberal-Liberal th eology. 

A concise  sum m ary of th e  events and practices 
th at sh aped w h o w e  are  as Friends, th is publication 
is a m ajor re source  in clarifying our understanding 
of Q uak erism . I consider it to be  an im portant 
resource  for anyone  w anting to m ore  deeply explore  
Q uak erism , e ith er on th e ir ow n or w ith in th e ir 
Month ly Meeting. I th ink  it w ould be  an excellent 
text to explore  in a Q uak er study group.
-  June  Etta Ch enard, Pelh am  Executive Meeting
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New  to Q BS

Th e  follow ing titles h ave been added to our 
stock .  For a com plete  listing of Q BS book s, 
se e  our Q uak er Book  Service  Catalogue, 

w h ich  is  also available on th e  CYM w ebsite, 
w w w.q uak er.ca/q bs.

W ors h ip in Song: A Frie nds  H ym nal (Q uak er 
Press of FGC, Ph iladelph ia, 19 9 7) Th is Large  Print 
Edition, spiral bound, of fam iliar h ym ns and songs 
m ak e s it suitable for group singing around th e  piano. 
(Th e  sm aller- sized spiral bound version is no longer 
available.) (359  pp; $52.50)

Turnaround: Grow ing a Tw e nty-First Ce ntury 
R e ligious  Socie ty of Frie nds  by Benjam in Lloyd 
(Pendle H ill Pam ph let 387, 2006) Actor and teach er, 
th e  auth or look s at th e  need for th e  R eligious Society 
of Friends to grow, to continue  renew ing itself. H e  
exam ines Q uak er traditions and current practices, and 
h e  considers w ays to prom ote  m em bersh ip and to 
h elp th e  Society to grow  m ore  effectively. (31 pp; 
$7.50)

Ende avours  to Me nd: Pe rspe ctive s  on Britis h  
Quak e r w ork  in th e  w orld today  edited by Brian 
Ph illips w ith  Joh n Lam pen (Q uak er Book s, London, 
2006) Friends can be  proud of Q uak er w ork  by its 
“m inistry of presence” in international h otspots of 
violent conflict. H ere  also is a fruitful discussion of 

idealistic pacifism  versus participatory peacem ak ing: 
an account of both  faith  and practice. (128 pp; $25)

Guide  to Quak e r Practice   by H ow ard H . 
Brinton (PH P # 20, 2006) A new  edition w ith  new  
forew ord sum m arizes developm ents and custom ary 
procedures. Good for enq uirers and all Friends. (72 
pp; $12)

Tw e lve  Quak e rs  and Evil  (Q uak er Q uest 
Pam ph let 4, 2006) Tw e lve  Quak e rs  and Sim plicity 
(Q Q P 5, 2006) Tw e lve  Quak e rs  and Je sus   (Q Q P 6 
2006) Th ree  from  th is serie s, each  by 12 th ough tful 
auth ors. (Each  pam ph let: 36 pp; $6.25)

Support for our true  s e lve s : Nurturing th e  
space  w h e re  le adings  flow  by Jerem y Spink s 
(Australia YM, 2007) Th e  2007 Back h ouse  lecturer 
speak s of th e  h appiness of sim plicity and of a life  
“uncluttered by unnecessary posse ssions” to give  tim e  
for grow ing into our full potential. (74 pp; $10)

Practicing Pe ace : A De votional W alk  th rough  
th e  Quak e r Tradition by Cath erine  W h itm ore  (Ave 
Maria Press, 2007) Cath erine  W h itm ore, Q uak er 
auth or of th e  popular anth ology Plain Living, sh ares 
storie s of successful nonviolent m ovem ents 
th rough out h istory, w ith  q uotes from  over 350 years 
of Q uak er teach ings on peace. (272 pp; $19 .45)
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Th e  Q uak er R ap
by K ath leen and Anne  Grah am

Th ere  once  w as a Q uak er, w h o loved to rap
And w h en th e  Spirit m oved h er, h er feet w ould start 
to tap
Th e  Q uak er is m e, and I'm  h ere  to say
A few  ch oice  th ings about th e  Q uak er W ay.

Now, Q uiet to th e  LEFT -  and Silence  to th e  R IGH T
Com m une w ith  th e  Lord w ith  all of your m igh t
H ere  in th e  h ouse, w h ere  th ere  is  no steeple
Th ere's som eth ing sacred in all God's people.

We m eet in stillness to find a deeper sense  
of th e  Spirit all around us -  th at's God's presence
And w e  are  all eq ual, in our God's eyes
H e  loves each  one  of us, and th at's no lie

Now, Q uiet to th e  LEFT -  and Silence  to th e  R IGH T
Com m une w ith  th e  Lord w ith  all of your m igh t
H ere  in th e  h ouse, w h ere  th ere  is  no steeple
Th ere's som eth ing sacred in all God's people.

True  religion leads to re spect for th e  earth
And all life  upon it, it ALL h as w orth
Som etim es w e  live in joy, som etim es in strife
But religion is about th e  w h ole of life.

Now, Q uiet to th e  LEFT -  and Silence  to th e  R IGH T
Com m une w ith  th e  Lord w ith  all of your m igh t
H ere  in th e  h ouse, w h ere  th ere  is  no steeple
Th ere's som eth ing sacred in all God's people.

Quak er Rappers  from  Coldstream  M onth ly M eeting. From  left to righ t: M argaret Sanders , Tina 
Dow nh am , Kate Collins -Th om pson, Angela Grah am  and M ary Petrie
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Q uak er Crostic
by Minta Vernon  (Answ ers w ill appear in th e  next issue)

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
A. 2 129 11 3 38 28 13 5

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
B. 20 8 10 7 63 16 21 27 42 34 37

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
41 36 9 4 26 17 9 50 48 81 30
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C. 71 23 137 103
_ _ _ _ _ _

D. 112 56
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

E. 132 12 47 119 43
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

F. 113 67 70 44 9 6 80
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

G. 104 1 35 9 0 147
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

H . 9 1 52 78 106 15
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

I. 14 55 9 2 135 25
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

J. 77 111 59 6 86
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

K. 9 9 142 84 19 69
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

L. 125 32 146
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

M . 9 5 144 108 46 31
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

N. 105 107 126 82 101 130 22
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

O . 110 128 118 79 54
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

P. 24 29 88 138
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Q. 115 9 7 58 62
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

R . 114 89 131 66
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

S. 72 116 61 73 53
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

T. 57 143 141 122
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

U. 45 133 87 76
_ _ _ _ _ _

V. 120 127
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

W . 74 123 109 68
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

X. 145 134 40 140 83 9 8
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Y. 65 51 9 3 4 121 100 85 18
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Z . 102 39 124 49 139 Z 1. 117 75 136
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Z 2. 60 30 Z 3. 64

CLUES
A. "Be _ _ _ _ _ _ _  in all 
countrie s"
B. Am erican Q uak er 
poet
C. "w e  do not lay upon 
you as a _ _ _ _ _ "
D. Auth or of 1676 
Apology (initials)
E. "_ _ _ _ _ _ _  country 
m y country"
F. Testam ent of 
D evotion auth or (first 
nam e)
G. Nationality of 
Pierre  Ceresole
H . "Th at w ill _ _ _ _  
th ee  h ow  to live" 
I. "w ear it as long as 
th ou _ _ _ _ "
J. "_ _ _ _ _ _ _  cannot k ill 
w h at never die s"
K . "Speak  _ _ _ _  to 
pow er"
L. "_ _ _ _ _  is  a spirit"
M. "Th en , oh  th en, I 
_ _ _ _ _ _  a voice"
N. "D eath  is but a 
crossing of th e  w orld, 
as Friends do _ _ _ _  
_ _ _ _ "
O . "It w as a sm all 
_ _ _ _ _  in h im "

P. _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Fruits of 
Solitude
Q. "Th ere  is  one, 
_ _ _ _ _  Ch rist Jesus"
R . Inventor of safety 
pin
S. Fox gave h is  _ _ _ _ _  
to som e  sh eph erds.
T. "Th e  Spirit giveth  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ "
U. "H e  laboured m uch  
to _ _ _ _ _  Truth "
V. Initials of Q uak er 
m em ber of CPT 
m urdered in Iraq
W. "To leave som e  
_ _ _ _ _  of m y life"
X. Undersecretary of 
first League  of Nations
Y. "Be still and cool in 
th y m ind ..... from  th y 
ow n _ _ _ _ "
Z . "H is h ouse  w as 
_ _ _ _ _ _  to th e  ground"
Z 1. "I m igh t not _ _ _ _  
and drink  to m ak e  
m yself w anton"
Z 2. W ife  of George  
Fox (initials)
Z 3. H om e  of th e  
Fells, and a Q uak er 
college (first initial)
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'Tis A Gift 
To Be  

Com plex
Auth or Unk now n

(Sung to th e  tune  of 'Tis A Gift 
to be  Sim ple)

'Tis a gift to be  com plex, ‘tis a gift 
to be  obtuse,

'Tis a gift of verbosity th at 
all Friends lik e  to use,
And w h en w e  find 
ourselves w ith  th e  talk  at 
an end,
We’ll th ink  of a reason to 
start up again.

W h en true  com plexity is 
gained,
To go on for h ours w e  
sh an’t be  ash am ed,
To sit h ere  and starve 
w ould be  our deligh t,
If w e  could talk  and 
discuss w ith  no end in 
sigh t.

A W ry Com m ent from  th e  
UK .....

Th e  follow ing w as spotted in a review  by Clare  Marie  W h ite  of th e  
book  "George  Fox in Barbados", w h ich  appeared in th e  
Novem ber 3, 2006 issue  of th e Friend :

"Fox h im self w as also concerned about h earsay of polygam y, incest, 
cruelty tow ards slaves and, perh aps w orst of all, bad record- k e eping 
am ongst th e  Q uak er com m unity."

TR IVIA
1. W h y is Lobo Month ly 
Meeting not around 
anym ore?
2. W h o w as Pennsylvania 
nam ed for?
3. W h ich  tw o US 
presidents w ere  Q uak ers?
4. H ow  old w as George  
Fox w h en h e  began h is 
m inistry?
5. W h ere  did th e  
founding m em bers of 
Argenta Month ly Meeting 
com e  from ?

Answ ers on page  30.
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AR O UND  TH E FAMILY
H am ilton Month ly Meeting

H am ilton Meeting h eld a retreat at Mount Mary in 
Ancaster, South w est O ntario, from  Friday evening 
m arch  30 until after lunch  on Sunday April 1 2007. As 
April 1st is k now n as April Fools' D ay w e  ch ose  
"Called to Foolish ness" as th e  th em e  for th e  w ee k end. 
We focused on th e  "Foolish ness of God" as w ritten 
about in Paul's first letter to th e  Corinth ians verse s 18-
31, using th e  story of St. Francis of Assisi as an 
illustration, and also on th e  foolish ness of th e  First 
Nations' Trick ster.  

Mount Mary h as beautiful grounds, h om e  to m any 
ancient tree s and a sm all fam ily of deer. We w ere  
fortunate  to h ave several m usical friends am ong us 
w h o provided som e  beautiful, peaceful m usic for us. 
Altogeth er a spiritually rich  and rew arding w ee k end.

New  Brunsw ick  Month ly 
Meeting

A m em orial for Elizabeth  R ossinger w ill be  h eld 
on July 28 in Fredericton, at th e  agricultural research  
station experim ental farm  w h ere  sh e  w as born.

Friends connected w ith  th e  form er H am pton 
Worsh ip Group h ave begun m eeting regularly for 
Worsh ip.

Toronto Month ly Meeting
At a serie s of bak e  sales in 2006 First D ay Sch ool 

raised $39 5 for th e  Ch atam ilu Prim ary Sch ool Project 
in K enya. Th e  m oney w ill be  sent to Vancouver 
Month ly Meeting and th en on to K enya. Proceeds 
from  th e  sale of th e  FD S cook book s, launch ed in m id-
May, w ill also go to support th e  sch ool project.

Vancouver Island Month ly 
Meeting

We w elcom e Grace  Wolf into m em bersh ip.

Th e  Environm ental Justice  Cam p h eld in Victoria 
May 13-19  sponsored by th e  Anglican D iocese  h ad 

leadersh ip from  our Friend Steph anie  D eak in, and 
support from  CFSC. It brough t togeth er people from  
across Canada to explore  som e  dim ensions of active 
concern around ecological justice.

It w as l00 years ago th at th e  first Friends Meeting 
w as h eld in Victoria (l9 07). In l9 l3, th ose  early Friends 
built th e  Meetingh ouse  w h ich  w e  continue  to enjoy.

Wooler Month ly Meeting
Wooler Meeting w as h appy to w elcom e Mich ael 

Paetzold into m em bersh ip in March , 2007.

Yonge St. Month ly Meeting
Friends w ere  deligh ted to w elcom e D avid Jack son 

into m em bersh ip, and R ebecca Ivanoff into full 
m em bersh ip.

Canadian Young Friends YM
Th e  Young Friends of Canada h ave been w ork ing 

to develop and create  a fun and interesting w ebsite  
(h ttp://yf.q uak er.ca) to k e ep everyone  up on th e  
new est events and activitie s h appening across th e  
country. At th is tim e  our site  is still in th e  
construction stages as th ere  are  so m any th ings th at 
could easily be  adapted and played w ith . It w ould be  
beneficial to th e  YFs and th e  w ebm inder if everyone  
w h o h as an opportunity tak e s a look  at th e  site  and 
sends in suggestions and ideas for th e  site. From  
im ages, to page  ideas, to random  th ough ts and ideas, 
send in anyth ing th at m igh t h elp to create  a m uch  
m ore  fun and interactive site, w h ere  w e  can k e ep up 
to date  on upcom ing events, and tell oth ers w h at w e're  
up to. If you h ave anyth ing you'd lik e  to recom m end 
or suggest, please  feel free  to em ail 
w ebm inder@ yf.q uak er .ca

Continuing Meeting of 
Ministry and Counsel

Continuing Meeting of Ministry and Counsel is 
setting up an inform al em ail list for discussion about 
h ow  Meetings and Worsh ip Groups can respond to 
Friends w h o experience  depression.  Friends w h o are  
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interested in participating m ay contact R ob H ugh e s at 
rh ugh e s@ sm ith - h ugh e s.com .

Canadian Yearly Meeting 
National Listeners

Canadian Yearly Meeting National Listeners are  
available to listen to any Canadian Friend disclose  
h arm  done  on m atters of sexual h arassm ent or abuse, 
or any oth er topic a Friend m ay need to discuss. If 
you need a listener, th e  first step is to approach  a 
trusted Friend w ith in your Month ly Meeting (MM), or 
to go to your MM Ministry and Counsel. If th is path  
is  not com fortable, you m ay contact a National 
Listener. Listeners se e k  to be  present from  a place of 
spirit-centred openness -  to h old th e  caller and th e  
situation in th e  Ligh t, and to listen w ith  tenderness. 
K now ing th e  h ealing th at com es from  sim ply be ing 
h eard, w e  offer you a safe  and confidential space  in 
w h ich  to speak . O ne  call m igh t be  all you need. If 
not, w e  h ave th e  task  of discerning w ith  you w h at a 
next step could be : w h eth er a com m ittee  of care, of 
clearness, or of oversigh t m igh t be  appropriate, or 
h ow  to find oth er possible re sources. Th e  National 
Listeners for adult Friends are :
* Ed Belzer: Teleph one : (9 02) 384-2730 

E-m ail: belzer@ ns.sym patico.ca
* D oroth y Janes: Teleph one : (416) 9 29 -8812  

E-m ail: doroth yj@ idirect.com
* Lesley R obertson: Teleph one : (250) 763-569 8 

E-m ail: lessism ore  @ telus.net
* Jay Cow sill:  Teleph one : (306) 652-2407  

E-m ail: jm c59 0@ m ail.usask .ca
Additionally, th e  follow ing National Listeners for 
Young Friends are  now  also available:
* K elly Ack erm an: Teleph one : (204) 774 2282 

E-m ail: q uak erk ello@ gm ail.com
* R ach el Singleton-Polster: Teleph one : (9 05) 685-1022 

E-m ail: tw inflow er@ telus.net

W h enever possible, please  contact us first to arrange  a 
m utually convenient tim e  to speak  later.

Faith  &  Practice  D evelopm ent 
Com m ittee

Th e  m em bers of th e  Faith  and Practice  
D evelopm ent Com m ittee  m et at Toronto Friends 
H ouse  on May 6th  and 7th .  We  are  pleased to report 

th at w e  w ill be  distributing our final draft ch apter, 
Faith ful Living, at CYM in August of 2007.  Th is 
ch apter proved ch allenging as w e  w anted w ith  th is 
ch apter to h onour th e  m em orie s of so m any 
Canadian Friends w h o are  no longer w ith  us. We 
h ope  you w ill be  pleased w ith  th e  final result.

But th ere  is  m uch  h ard w ork  th at rem ains. We 
need to review  our w ork  to date  and com pile it into a 
final draft volum e. We anticipate  th is m ay req uire  
som e  ch anges in th e  flow  of th e  m aterial and  som e  
additional m aterial to fill in gaps. We also plan to 
provide  an introduction, b ibliograph ic m aterial, and 
appendices. 

Slow ly but steadily w e  are  m oving tow ards our 
goal. We are  th ank ful for th e  support of m any 
m eetings and individuals w h o h ave h elped us m ove 
forw ard in th is w ork .  

From  Friends World 
Com m ittee  for Consultation

O ur prayers go out to th e  re sidents of 
Greensburg, K ansas, h om e  to several Q uak er 
fam ilies, w h ose  sm all tow n w as 9 5% flattened by a 
tornado.  Greensburg is 10 m iles from  H aviland, 
h om e  of Barclay College, w h ere  Evangelical Friends 
Ch urch  Mid-Am erica YM w ill h old its annual sessions 
th is year.  Barclay College w as used as a staging area 
for Salvation Arm y, R ed Cross and FEMA operations. 
D onations m ay be  sent to Friends D isaster Service, 
c/o Bill Edw ards, 7137 SE H w y 66, R iverton, K S 
66770, or to Friends D isaster Service, c/o Tom  H ok e, 
9 25 W alk er St., League  City, TX  77573.

Canadian Friends H istorical 
Association

CFH A annual m eeting w ill be  h eld at Sh aron 
Tem ple, Sh aron, O N, on Sat., Sept. 15, 2007. 
"Canadian Friends Peace  H istory." A full day is 
planned, all are  w elcom e!               

For furth er inform ation and registration: 
ph one  9 05-89 5-  1700/ext.247; em ail 
cfh a@ pick eringcollege.on.ca or Call R uth  J. Maclean: 
9 05-89 8-8119 .  R egistration is e ssential for th e  
catering.
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Letters......
Old and H e edful: Reading th e  M arch  2007 

Canadian Friend.

W h en th e  m ail arrived w ith  th e  first 2007 edition 
of th e  Canadian Friend, abs ent-m inded I tos s ed it 
as ide  "for later". I m ust confe s s  at tim e s  I s k im  and 
s k ip th rough  m agazine s , and th e  Canadian Friend is  
no different.

Later, w h ile s ipping afternoon tea I casually 
flipped th rough  th is  grey covered m agazine , starting 
w ith  "From  th e  editor's  de s k ". M y intere st peak ed 
w h en I read:  "W h ere  do you belong if you… w ere  
lik ely 'm iddle aged at h eart' from  som e  point s h ortly 
after birth ? Wanting to k now  w h o th e s e  young 

Friends  are  and w h at th ey are  saying, I read on. 
Th is  edition is  not a s k im m er or s k ipper, it is  an in-
depth  th ough t stim ulator. 

O n th e  th em e , "Tales  of Young Friends", Young 
Friends , Young Adult Friends  and Older Friends  
voice  th e ir concerns , spiritual depth , yearnings , 
q ue stions , joys , enth us iasm  and abilitie s . 

Every contribution h as  a different m e s sage  for 
all Canadian Quak ers , h ow ever w e  define  our age , 
w h e rever w e  are  in our spiritual journey.

Th ank  you to th e  Editor and th e  contributing 
team  for th is  ins igh tful edition of th e  Canadian 
Friend. 

- E Daisy Anderson

A depiction of Young Friends , by Grayden Laing.

Trivia answers from page 28: 1. It became two Monthly Meetings: Coldstream and Yarmouth; 2. William Penn's father; 3. Herbert Hoover 
and Richard Nixon; 4. 24; 5. Tracy Monthly Meeting (Northern California)



Volum e 103, Num ber 3 - Th e  Canadian Friend 31



Th e  Canadian Friend Sum m e r 2007
Volum e  103, Num be r 3

For th is  is sue

Editor: Ke ith  M acgow an
Editorial Support: Steph anie  Deak in, Sh erryll H arris , Judith  M onroe

Pleas e  h elp! Your articles , poetry, draw ings  and ph otos  are  ne eded!
Subm is s ions  are  ne eded, and do not h ave to be  related to th e  is sue 's  stated th em e . M aterial from  Young Friends  is  
particularly w elcom e . Pleas e  s end all subm is s ions  to th e  editor, w h os e  contact inform ation is  on th e  ins ide  front cover. 
W ritten subm is s ions  s h ould typically be  betw e en 15 and 650 w ords .

Th em e s , deadline s  and q uerie s  for upcom ing is sue s

Due date : August 26, 2007 (For th e  O ctober is sue)
Th em e : CCAANNAADD IIAANN  YYEEAARRLLYY  MM EEEETTIINNGG  IINN  SSEESSSSIIOO NN

Due date : O ctober 15, 2007 (For th e  Decem ber is sue)
Th em e : AA  QQUUAAKKEERR   VVIIEEWW   OO FF  SSIINN

Due Date : January 15, 2008 (for th e  M arch  is sue)
Th em e : MM IINNIISSTTRRYY::  AA  SSPPOO TTTTEERR ''SS  GGUUIIDDEE

Th e Canadian Friend can be  view ed online  at: 
h ttp://w w w .q uak er.ca/cfriend/cfriend.h tm l

Th e Canadian Friend ack now ledge s  th e  financial support of th e  
Governm ent of Canada th rough  th e  Publications  As s istance Program  
tow ards  our m ailing costs .

PUBLICATIONS M AIL AGREEM ENT NO . 40012338
REGISTRATION NO . 09 887
RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO :
TH E CANADIAN FRIEND
ARGENTA BC V0G 1B0




