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From  th e  e d itor's d e sk .........

W h at is a Young Friend? Are  you one? Were  you one?

I confess I've  been unclear on m y ow n status since  first 
com ing to Friends in m y late teens. It's an age  w h en m any of th e  
k ids raised in Meetings w ere  drifting aw ay from  Friends, but m ore  
th an a touch  younger th an our  average  adult see k er. So I w as 
never really a teen Friend, but on th e  oth er h and it took  th e  better 
part of a decade  before  people at gath erings stopped trying to 
figure  out w h o m y parents w ere.

Canadian Young Friends Yearly Meeting once  defined itself as 
be ing for Friends up to th e  age  of 35, and for th ose  w h o are  
"young at h eart". Th is sounds lik e  a very expansive  definition, but 
m uddles th e  situation furth er. W h ere  do you belong if you, lik e  
m yself, h ave som e  years of q ualification left under th e  
ch ronological test, but suspect th at you w ere  lik ely "m iddle-aged 
at h eart" from  som e  point sh ortly after b irth ? W h ere  do you 
belong w h en even in your ch ildh ood it w as clear all th at separated 
th at stoic toddler from  a life  of ch artered accountancy w as tim e? 

Som e radicals h ave opined th at w e  sh ould h ave a Middle-Aged 
Friends Yearly Meeting as w ell. Maybe  even a Senior Friends 
Yearly Meeting, alth ough  at th at point som eone  generally m ak e s 
th e  unk ind suggestion th at perh aps w e  already h ave one  of 
th ose.........

Welcom e all, to th e  little issue  th at grew :

Find w ith in som e  proof, th at even th ough  th ey are  a sm all 
group, w ith in a tiny religious society, from  a spraw lingly 
inconvenient country, Young Friends are  a rem ark ably diverse  
bunch  w ith  a m ultitude  of gifts. It w as great fun see ing th e  
contributions w h ich  cam e  out of th e  w oodw ork , as Young 
Friends set out to tak e  over Th e  Canadian Friend. I h ope  you 
enjoy it too.

Many th ank s,

Ke ith  M acgow an
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I  struggle w ith  be ing a Q uak er and m y 
involvem ent in th e  Q uak er com m unity m ore  and 
m ore  each  year. Th is is  probably because  I’ve  

been exposed to m any variations of Q uak erism , and 
m uch  dissent, pious self-righ teousness and exclusive  
be h aviour w ith in th e  Q uak er com m unity. It’s also 
probably because  I’m  th ink ing about w h ere  to apply 
for m em bersh ip and h aving m ore  conversations w ith  
people about w h at be ing a Q uak er m eans.

I’m  a May 2006 graduate  from  Earlh am  College, a 
sm all, liberal arts, Q uak er college in R ich m ond, 
Indiana, USA. R ich m ond is a m ajor centre  for 
Q uak ers, and tends to reflect th e  m ore  program m ed, 
Ch ristian side  of Q uak erism . But th at isn’t w h y I’ve  
been running into th e se  be h aviours. I used to love 
be ing involved w ith  Q uak er activitie s; it w asn’t about 
w h o w as doing m ore, or w h eth er or not you w ere  a 
“better” Q uak er th an m e  -  it w as about group 
interaction, ask ing h ard q uestions, reach ing deep 
w ith in your soul and search ing. I love th e  search ing 
aspect of Q uak erism , probably because  th at is very 
m uch  w h ere  I am  in m y life.

I am  a life -tim e  attender of Cam p NeeK auNis in 
O ntario. I am  a long tim e  sem i–attender (th ough  less 
th an I’d lik e) of Canadian Yearly Meeting. For m uch  
of m y life  I w as incredibly active w ith in th e  O ntario 
Young Friends, and am  currently som ew h at active 
w ith in th e  O ntario Young Adult Friends. I am  also 
very involved w ith  Friends General Conference  
Gath ering and w as fortunate  to attend th e  World 
Gath ering of Young Friends in 2005 as a Canadian 
Yearly Meeting D elegate. Before  I cam e  to college, I 
attended w ee k ly Meeting fairly regularly, organized 
retreats, w ork ed at Cam p NeeK auNis, and w as a 
counsellor at FGC. Since  be ing at Earlh am , m y 
Meeting attendance  h as dw indled and m y involvem ent 
in Q uak er activitie s h as alm ost ceased. 

I h ave to ask  m yself w h y, and th e  only answ er I 
can com e  up w ith  is  th at som e  part of m e  does not 
feel fulfilled by th e  opportunitie s provided to m e  in 
R ich m ond, and m y “h om e” m eeting is currently too 
far aw ay for m e  to be  a leader, or often even a 

participant. In som e  w ays I cam e  to R ich m ond closed 
to th e  opportunitie s available to m e. I w as so 
entrench ed and involved in m y Q uak er com m unity at 
h om e  th at I w as not interested in getting involved 
h ere. And th en, w h en it becam e  too h ard for m e  to 
m aintain m y level of involvem ent in O ntario w ith  th e  
rigor and academ ic dem ands on m e  at Earlh am , I just 
let go, instead of transferring m y energie s and 
involvem ent to a Q uak er group h ere. I m iss it, and 
w ant to get reconnected, but I w ant it to be  an 
experience  of excitem ent about attending Meeting, 
and w anting to stay around afterw ards for fellow sh ip 
and inspiring ideas for oth er activitie s. 

Now  I’m  at th at transient point of m y life, an 
experience  I expect th at m any young adults h ave.  I’ve  
graduated from  college/university, and th e  next few  
years are  not very planned out. I need a job, so I go to 
w h ere  th at job is. O r I’m  traveling, and th en it’s next 
to im possible for m e  to get connected w ith  a 
com m unity or feel lik e  I h ave a place w ith  a Meeting. 
Th is state  leaves m e  w ith  m uch  to th ink  about.  H ow  
do w e  create  a com m unity for our transient Young 
Friends? H ow  do w e  m ak e  it so th at w h en w e  find a 
place to “settle” or call h om e  for a w h ile, w e  h ave th e  
de sire  to get connected to th e  closest Meeting?

I’m  currently th ink ing about applying for 
m em bersh ip w ith  a Meeting. I h ave been a “m em ber” 
(by b irth ) of K itch ener Area Month ly Meeting, and I 
love th em  and m y h om e  w orsh ip group. H ow ever,  I 
h ave not been th ere  in so long I only k now  h alf th e  
faces, and feel less of a connection to som e  of th em  
th an I do to m em bers of Yonge Street Meeting w h ere  
I attended m ore  recently. H ow  do I put togeth er a 
Clearness Com m ittee  to support m e  in th e  process of 
applying for m em bersh ip? D o I select people th at can 
ph ysically m eet w ith  m e, or people th at k now  m e  w ell 
or can ch allenge m e, but m ay only be  able to m eet by 
ph one? K now ing th at I w ill probably not be  in 
Canada for anoth er year (I h ave grand h opes of 
traveling 2007-08), and not k now ing w h ere  I w ill find 
m yself w h en I do, h ow  do I select a Meeting to ask  
for m em bersh ip? Sh ould I look  for a Meeting th at h as 
a w ealth  of young people w ith  w h om  I m igh t be  

Journeys and Next Steps
By K atrina McQ uail
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A s a young see k er, I found Friends w h en I 
w as fourteen. I clearly rem em ber th e  first 
day I w alk ed into th e  Meetingh ouse. I 

breath ed an inw ard sigh  of relief: I h ad "com e 
h om e." Alth ough  it w as anoth er e igh t years before  I 
becam e  a m em ber, I truly felt a Q uak er from  th at 
first day.

I h ave great m em orie s of th ose  teen years as a 
Young Friend, nurtured so w onderfully by th e  adults. 
At first, I attended First D ay Sch ool, but one  day I 
felt I belonged to th e  adult m eeting and joined th e  
full h our of silent w orsh ip.

My m eeting, H arrow  Preparative Meeting (about 
th e  size  of O ttaw a MM), w as part of a group 
com prising Westm inster Month ly Meeting. It w as a 
h ive  of activity, w ith  concerts (I played th e  flute at 
one), country w alk s, trips to join protests, and m any 
opportunitie s for learning from  social activist events. 
I also attended Junior Yearly Meeting once.

Westm inster MM organized a Young Friends 
sum m er cam p th at I attended tw ice. But perh aps m y 
best m em orie s are  of th e  w ork  cam ps th ey 
organized. Th ere, Young Friends could get a taste  of 
Q uak erism  in action, learn m uch  about th e  social 
conditions around th em , and interact w ith  a w ider 
circle of Young Friends.

O f th e  w ork  cam ps I rem em ber, th e  settings 
included a h om e  for unw ed teenage  m oth ers (run by 
Friends); th e  re h abilitation departm ent of a h ospital; 
a bed- sit room  in a boarding h ouse; and a seniors’ 
h ousing e state. We rolled up our sleeves to clean and 
scrub, scrape  and paint, m ove furniture, and cut 

grass. After th e  w ork , w e  enjoyed luscious, h earty 
m eals and lots of socializing. And w e  didn’t forget 
Meeting for Worsh ip.

Given th at forty years h ave passed since  th en, it 
says m uch  for th e  im pression th e se  experiences 
m ade  on m e, th at im ages of th e  places and people 
from  th ose  w ork  cam ps com e  clearly to m ind. I sh all 
never forget, for instance, th e  refugee  m oth er and 
daugh ter living togeth er in a one -room  bed- sitter, 
too tim id to venture  out. Even h aving th e ir room  
redecorated by us Young Friends w as traum atic 
enough . O r th e  fe isty 80- som eth ing senior citizen 
w h o w asn’t about to reveal h er age  to th e  reporter 
covering our w ork  cam p story for th e  local rag. O r 
th e  teenage  m um s in th e  Q uak er-run h ostel, h appy 
to sh ow  off th e ir babie s, finding tender support 
from  Friends at a tim e  w h en society at large  w as 
unw illing to see  th at of God in each  one  of th em .

Daph ne  Dave y is  a m e m be r of Ne w  Brunsw ick  
M onth ly M e e ting (Prince  Edw ard Island 

W ors h ip Group).

CO R R ECTIO NS

In a book  review  in our O ctober issue, th e  
publish ing inform ation listed w as incorrect. It 
sh ould h ave read:

Title: Constructive Spirit: Q uak ers in 
R evolutionary R ussia
by D avid McFadden and Claire  Gorfink el
Publish er: Intentional Productions, 2004

draw n into a com m unity? Sh ould I try and populate a 
Meeting th at is struggling? D o I select a Meeting 
w h ere  I sh are  sim ilar beliefs and values, or sh ould I 
find a Meeting th at ch allenges m y ideas and push e s 
m e  out of m y com fort zone?

I w ant to belong to a com m unity th at is active -  
out th ere  living th e ir beliefs, q uestioning w h at th e ir 
beliefs are, and w h y th ey h old th em . I am  a firm  
believer th at Q uak erism  is both  a religion and a w ay 

of life. I th ink  th at anyone  can be  a Q uak er, and I can 
not w ait to com e  back  to a com m unity th at is less 
interested in h ow  w e  are  different, and m ore  
interested in h ow  w e  can w ork  togeth er, using our 
differences to accom plish  greater positive  ch ange  in 
th e  w orld. 

Katrina M cQ uail is  a Young Adult Frie nd living 
in Rich m ond, Indiana, w h ose  h om e  M e e ting is  

K itch e ne r Are a M onth ly M e e ting.

Being Young, Q uak er and English
by D aph ne  D avey



M arch  2007 - Th e  Canadian Friend6  

W h at do a deeply spiritual poem , a Beatles 
song, and a CYFYM epistle h ave in 
com m on? Th at’s easy! Th ey are  all 

subm issions to th e  m ost popular Canadian Young 
Friends m agazine  around, Th e  SPO R AD ICAL! Well, 
w e  really sh ould say th e  only CYFYM publication, but 
it certainly is th e  m ost popular!

Sporadical is th e  publication of Canadian Young 
Friends w h ich  th ey tak e  sole re sponsib ility for 
creating, publish ing— and reading! Each  CYM, editors 
are  nam ed, and th en m agic ensues. Young Friends 
(now  referred to as YFs) send in th e ir poem s, jok e s, 
draw ings, and w riting, and w e, th e  editors, put it all 
togeth er, ph otocopy it, and send it off to about 50 
YFs across Canada (and even som e  living abroad!). 
Th en th ey read it, laugh  a w h ole lot, and send us m ore  
subm issions!

Sporadical started m any years ago, w h en YFs 
decided th ey needed a w ay to k e ep in touch  across th e  
country and betw een gath erings. So started th e  
Q uak er Seed: Pagal H ow a, later k now n as th e  Th e  
Albatross, Th e  R adical Spore, Spork adical, and m ost 
recently th e  Sporadical. Since  th en th e  Sporadical h as 
been, w ell, sporadic, but neverth eless a great 
com m unication device  for YFs. YFs find it h ard to 
k e ep in touch  spiritually w h en th e  break s betw een 
gath erings are  so long, and often th ere  is  only one  YF 
in a Month ly Meeting— so  Sporadical does its be st to 
k e ep th e  tie s betw een YFs strong, and k e ep YFs 
involved locally and nationally in Meetings.

So w h o m ak e s th is m agazine  h appen? At th e  
m om ent its editors are, as k now n to Sporadical 
subscribers, R idiculous R ach el Singleton-Polster and 
Marvelous Maggie  K nigh t. Th ese  tw o YFs, both  
m em bers of Vancouver Island MM, are  active YFs 
w h o love k e eping oth er isolated YFs in th e  loop on 
just about any topic th at is som e h ow  related to 
Q uak erism . Th is is  R ach el’s first year as editor, and 
sh e  is  really enjoying th e  job, particularly finding 
Q uak er jok e s for th e  m agazine, lik e  th is one  from  a 
recent issue : “W h y do Q uak er’s pants k e ep falling 
dow n? Because  th ey w ear th e ir belt buck les on th e ir 
h ats!”. R ach el also enjoys draw ing crazy pictures and 
generally spicing up th e  page  w ith  h er artful 
scribblings! Maggie  is  into h er second year as editor 
and enjoys th e  m ore  com plicated parts of th e  
m agazine, lik e  m ak ing th e  pages look  nice  togeth er, 
and ch eck ing for little errors. Maggie  excels at th is 
because  of h er love for journalism , w h ich  sh e  h opes 
to do full-tim e  at som e  point in h er life. Sh e  relies on 
R ach el for F/friendly rem inders about Sporadical 
w ork , w h ich  som etim es gets lost in a m ountain of 
grade  12 h om ew ork .

Sporadical is alw ays look ing for subm issions, so if 
you are  a Young Friend, or h ave som eth ing to say to 
Young Friends, th en send it to us at 
sporadical@ yf.q uak er.ca, or contact e ith er R ach el or 
Maggie. Also, if you are, or k now  of, a YF w h o isn’t 
subscribed to th e  Sporadical please  let us k now  and 
w e  can update  you w ith  all our m ost recent issues. 
Subscription doesn’t cost you anyth ing, save a few  
laugh s (and m aybe  tears) rem iniscing about gath erings 
w ith  YFs past. 

So get righ t on it, send us your subm issions now  
and be  a part of th e  nation-w ide  Young Q uak er 
m ovem ent k now n as th e  ‘SPO R AD ICAL’!

Rach e l Single ton- Polste r (w h o live s  in Duncan) 
and M aggie  Knigh t (from  Victoria) are  Young 

Frie nds  in Britis h  Colum bia.

Sporadical, 

Th e  Young Friends Sporadic Publication!

From  Th e  Canadian Friend, O ctober 19 31

Minutes of Young Friends' Meeting: 

Th ere  w as discussion regarding th e  Young 
Friends page  in th e  "Canadian Friend". It w as 
agreed th at th is sh ould be  used m ore  regularly 
and th at articles w h ich  w ould stim ulate 
discussion be  w ritten on subjects of 
im portance  to Friends.
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Th e  cove r of th e  Octobe r 2006 issue  of Sporadical, courte sy Rach el Single ton-Polste r.
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R ecently a Friend rose  in Meeting and told h ow  
h er daugh ter, th en in h er m id-teens, h ad 
attended h er first Meeting for Worsh ip.  Th e  

daugh ter h ad look ed around at th e  grey h eads and 
pronounced th at th is w as a “dying faith .”  W h ere, th e  
Friend ask ed, are  younger Friends?

I cam e  to Friends at th e  age  of 22 and am  now  34, 
h aving seen m any com m itted Friends m y ow n age  
com e  and th en disappear from  our com m unity.  I’m  
th e  Young Adult Friend (YAF – a Friend betw een 18 
and 35) w h o didn’t get aw ay.  I stayed, m et m y w ife  in 
Meeting, and h ave becom e  progressively m ore  
involved at both  th e  Month ly Meeting and Yearly 
Meeting levels.  

Th ere  is  no doubt in m y m ind th at Canadian 
Friends h ave difficulty attracting new  m em bers 
generally; w h ile Friends' distrust of evangelism  is 
understandable, it som etim es se em s to be  tak en to 
extrem es, m eaning th at w ould-be  Friends, both  young 
and old, are  left w ith out a clue th at w e  even exist, or 
h ow  to find us.

H ow ever, th ere  is  an eq ually im portant q uestion of 
w h y so few  YAFs stay even after th ey do find us. 
Th ere  are  obvious exceptions – but in general w e  
seem  to lose  even com m itted young m em bers.  

Th e  answ er to th is q uestion m ay be  found in 
considering w h at it is th at Q uak ers h ave to offer 
YAFs. Meetings and Q uak ers provide  a num ber of 
th ings to individuals – of w h atever age.  O bviously 
th e se  are  different for different people, but four of 
th e  im portant needs are :
• A vision and w ay of understanding 

spirituality
• Sh ared w orsh ip
• Com m unity
• Mentoring of new  Friends

I th ink  th at m any young people are  look ing for 
new  w ays to understand th e  w orld – a Vision.  For 
m yself, and I th ink  som e  of th e  oth er YAFs w h o h ave 
stayed, th e  vision of early Friends, and som e  m odern 

Friends, of a life  and society ordered by God’s pow er, 
is  an inspirational ch allenge to th e  m aterialism  of 
secular society.  It’s not a vision th at tells som eone  
w h at to believe, so m uch  as h ow  to discover h ow  to 
live.  

At th e  sam e  tim e, I th ink  th at th e  R eligious Society 
of Friends in Canada, as a w h ole, h as no real sense  of 
w h o w e  are.  We  confuse  th e  Q uak er rejection of 
creeds w ith  a rejection of a unified vision – fearing 
th at an unapologetic faith  m igh t exclude  som eone  or 
offend som eone  else.  At tim es social activism  seem s 
to be  th e  only unifying vision of Canadian Q uak ers – 
and th at vision is one  th at a YAF can get in any 
num ber of places in our society.  

YAFs (and oth ers) w h o are  look ing for a clear 
Q uak er vision are  left struggling to piece  togeth er a 
sense  of w h at it m eans to be  Q uak er from  th e  
experiences of past and present Friends.  Th e  value 
of personal experience  and diversity cannot be  an 
excuse  for not providing new  Friends w ith  tangible 
direction and exam ples.  

In one  Meeting, a sm all group of m ostly YAFs 
talk  excitedly about discovering an approach  to “God-
led social action”, but feel discouraged th at th ey h ave 
no effective m odel to follow.  O th er YAFs leave, 
unable to find out w h at Friends can offer th e ir 
spiritual journey.  

Th ere  is  no doubt th at sh ared Worsh ip is a k ey 
part of our lives togeth er.  It offers a calm  place in a 
busy w orld from  w h ich  to listen for th at still sm all 
voice.  My first openings th at I w as m eant to be  a 
Q uak er arose  from  th e  sense  of jangling th at I started 
getting w h en I m issed th e  occasional Meeting.  I 
suspect th at all YAFs w h o stay Friends w ould point to 
Worsh ip as an im portant part of w h y th ey are  Q uak er.

I reject th e  convenient stereotype  th at young 
people are  not interested in m ystical or religious 
experiences.  W h ere  th e  religious experience  is 
dynam ic and includes th e  young see k er as part of a 
vision, it can be  very attractive to young people. 
George  Fox began h is m inistry w h en h e  w as 24.  Th e  

W h ere  H ave All th e  YAFs gone?
by Andrew  Gage
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m ajority of th e  early Q uak er preach ers k now n as th e  
Valiant 60 w ere  under 25.  W h ile m any m odern young 
people are  captivated by th e  m aterialism  of m odern 
society, th ere  are  m any oth ers w h o are  de sperately 
look ing for a spiritual h om e.

I w orry th ough , th at Meetings do not alw ays do 
th e  w ork  necessary to encourage  gath ered Meetings 
and to h elp new  attenders, including young people, to 
centre  into th e  silence.  For individuals th is w ork  
includes personal spiritual practice, h olding th e  space  
for a gath ered Meeting, uph olding th ose  w h o are  
called to Minister, etc.  For Month ly Meetings as a 
w h ole, it can m ean discussing and exploring h ow  w e  
w orsh ip – th rough  personal m entoring and th rough  
adult education.  Giving new com ers a pam ph let about 
silent w orsh ip is only a first step, and does noth ing to 
address any problem s th at a new com er, or a seasoned 
Friend, m ay experience  in th e  silence.

Com m unity is often listed as one  of th e  Q uak er 
Testim onies, and is very attractive in our increasingly 
isolating society.  As w e  lose  a com m on vision of th e  
Q uak er relationsh ip w ith  God, w e  m ay find ourselves 
relying m ore  on secular, less w orsh ip-filled, type  of 
com m unity, rath er th an a called com m unity. 

H ow ever, w h ile com m unity is im portant, th e  k ind 
of com m unity th at Friends Meetings generally provide  
is not, by itself, attractive to m ost young people. W h at 
20- som eth ing person enjoys h anging around w ith  
people w h o are  predom inately 50+ ?  It’s not th at 
young people necessarily h ave anyth ing against older 
people – but even th ose  rare  young people w h o fully 
appreciate  th e  value of inter-generational relationsh ips 
w ill probably w ant to spend som e  tim e  h anging out 
w ith  Friends closer to th e ir ow n age.  

Th is realization h elps explain w h y I h ave h ad m any 
of m y strongest experiences of com m unity am ongst 
Friends at YAFs events.  About five  years ago, 
Vancouver YAFs h eld m onth ly potluck s and 
num bered around 20.  Since  th en th ose  events h ave 
fallen aw ay, and th e  YAFs w h o regularly attend 
Meeting is probably less th an 10.  

Com m unity, including intergenerational 
com m unity, is im portant to YAFs.  Moreover, regular 
YAFs events can h elp provide  th e  com m unity th at 
young people are  look ing for.  H ow ever, if th e  m ain 
th ing th at Q uak ers do is provide  com m unity, th en 

YAFs can probably find com m unitie s elsew h ere.

A Mentoring relationsh ip w ith  a w e igh ty Friend 
can be  invaluable for a young person.  Not only does 
such  a relationsh ip introduce  th e  YAF to a vision, 
spiritual education and insigh ts into h ow  to w orsh ip, 
but a true  w e igh ty Friend can also provide  a practical 
exam ple of h ow  spiritual practice  can transform  one ’s 
life.  I continue  to treasure  m y relationsh ip w ith  
Friends w h o h elped m e  understand w h at a God-led 
life  m igh t look  lik e.  

At th e  sam e  tim e, h ow ever, Month ly Meetings 
sh ould not assum e  th at m entorsh ip w ill occur or th at 
th e  m entors w h o appear w ill be  th e  righ t ones.  Many 
years ago a good F/friend – th en in h er early 20s – 
w h o h ad recently com e  to Meeting w as invited by a 
long-tim e  attender to participate  in using drugs to 
discover new  spiritual experiences.  My w ife  and I h ad 
a less extrem e  experience  soon after m oving to a new  
Meeting w h en w e  w ere  invited out for lunch  by a 
Friend w h o used th e  opportunity to com plain at 
length  about a w ide  range  of personal and h ealth  
problem s.  Th e  Friend in th is last case  view ed h erself 
as som eth ing of a m entor for young people and 
inflicted a sim ilar treatm ent on a num ber of YAFs. 
Such  experiences are  enough  to drive  new  attenders 
aw ay from  any Meeting, and are  ultim ately th e  
re sponsib ility of th e  w h ole Meeting.  

I do not m ean to suggest th at YAFs w ill not find a 
spiritual h om e  in Q uak ers, but currently th ere  are  a 
num ber of w ays in w h ich  Canadian Yearly Meeting is 
not adeq uately m eeting th e  needs of YAFs.  Part of 
th e  answ er is getting our ow n h ouse  in order: 
discovering w h o w e  are  as a religious com m unity, 
rath er th an pretending w e ’re  just a social club for 
people w h o m igh t occasionally th ink  about spiritual 
th ings and leftist causes.  Part of th e  answ er involves 
setting up spiritual education and m entoring for YAFs 
and oth ers.  YAFs need to tak e  a lead role in creating 
YAFs program m es th at w ill answ er th e  needs of 
young people.  

It is m y prayer th at in th e  com ing years it w ill be  
clear th at Q uak erism  is not a dying religion in Canada, 
but a dynam ic and re surgent one. 

Andre w  Gage  is  a Young Adult Frie nd living in 
Victoria, B.C., and is  a m e m be r of Victoria 

M onth ly M e e ting.
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A s a recent re sident of Pendle H ill and a 
student at Earlh am  Sch ool of R eligion, I 
h ave found m yself deeply involved in th e  

w orld of Q uak erism  in th e  last year.  I h ave alw ays 
considered m yself a Q uak er, but until th e  last year I 
could h ave been categorized as a liberal, 
unprogram m ed, non-practicing Q uak er.  Essentially, I 
w as culturally Q uak er but h ad very little idea of w h at 
it m eant to live in faith .  

I h ave h ad m any conversations in th e  last year th at 
h ave focused on th e  nature  of Q uak erism  and th e  
struggles it faces at th is point in tim e.  A couple of 
m onth s ago I h ad a conversation w ith  m y 
grandparents, Ed and Vivien Abbott, w h ich  left m e  
w ith  m ore  q uestions th an answ ers. O ur conversation 
w as about interfaith  dialogue  and th e  need for w h at 
m y Papa calls "spiritual unity" w ith in th e  w orld and all 
religions. Th is does not m ean everyone  h as to believe 
th e  sam e  th ing, but th at w e  need to w ork  at 
understanding h ow  sim ilar our belief system s are, 
instead of trying to define  th em  according to w h at w e  
disagree  on. I agree  w h oleh eartedly w ith  h im .  But I 
th ink  th at inter-faith  dialogue  needs to h appen w ith  
non-"faith " groups as w ell: religion w ith  science, 
Ath e ism  w ith  God-centered religions, eclectic belief 
system s w ith  fundam entalism . Th ere  is  so m uch  m ore  
th at is sim ilar about our h um an experience  th an 
different. But by focusing on th e  differences, w e  
divide  ourselves, excluding oth ers and ourselves and 
build w alls w h ere  th ere  needn't be  any.

Th e  farth er into th e  w orld of Q uak erism  I get, th e  
m ore  I h ear about th e  conflicts and th e  feeling th at 
(w ith in North  Am erica) Q uak erism  is dying. W h at I 
find m ost disturbing about th e se  conversations is th at 
th ey are  often coupled w ith  discussions about h ow  
Q uak erism  needs to becom e  m ore  exclusive  as a faith . 

Som eth ing th at h as been becom ing m ore  and 
m ore  deeply em bedded in m y understanding of 
Q uak erism  is th at it w ould be  folly to becom e  m ore  
exclusive  in order to "save th e  Society". Th is is  one  of 
m y deep truth s, som eth ing I find m yself passionate  
enough  about to engage  dear f/Friends in 

conversations th at trouble m e  deeply on a soul level. 

I h ave been upset and disturbed by th e  fact th at I 
h ave m ore  conversations about "w h at m ak e s a person 
a Q uak er" and h ow  m any Q uak ers aren't "valid" 
Q uak ers at a liberal Q uak er university th an I h ave at 
any oth er point in m y life. Perh aps th is is  because  I 
am  h aving m ore  conversations about Q uak erism  as a 
w h ole.  But until now, I did not realize  h ow  
w idespread th is idea is.  And it h urts m y h eart.

Q uak ers are  often involved in interfaith  w ork  and 
bridging som e  of th ose  com m unication gaps as a 
spiritual practice. Th ere  is  som eth ing about th is th at is 
h ard for m e  to fath om . We speak  of bringing oth er 
religions togeth er w h ile our Society crum bles around 
our ears in North  Am erica. FUM, FGC, EFI, 
Conservative Friends, etc. H ow  different are  th e se  
groups from  th e  original H ick site/O rth odox split? 
FGCers talk  about th e  difficulty w ith  Ch ristian 
language in FUM groups; FUMers h ave dialogue  
about h ow  one  is not truly Q uak er if th ey are  not 
Ch ristian. Unprogram m ed Q uak ers invalidate  
program m ed w orsh ip ... it goes on and on. It's one  of 
th ose  "spot w h at's different" pictures and w e  are  in 
th e  m iddle of it in a nigh tm arish  sense.

As Q uak ers, w e  are  righ teous about be ing able to 
accept all oth ers' beliefs.  We  speak  of "w alk ing 
ch eerfully over th e  earth  and answ ering  th at of God 
in everyone". Everyone  is e q ual, everyone's 
experience  of th e  D ivine  is valid. Except yours. And 
th at one. And th at oth er one. As sects w ith in 
Q uak erism , w e  accept all oth er faith s as long as th ey 
stay on th e  oth er side  of th e  fence.  Th ere  is  an 
unconscious sense  th at you can believe w h at you 
w ant, th at it's valid and good but in order to be  
Q uak er, you m ust be  th is. And "th is" varie s from  
group to group, Meeting to Meeting, individual to 
individual. "Th is" needs to be  varied, as "God" 
definitions and religion definitions are  uniq ue  to each  
uniq ue  individual.  Th e  problem  begins w h en w e  start 
h aving dialogue  about w h at m ak e s a Q uak er a 
Q uak er, and start draw ing lines in th e  sand to define  
ourselves by w h at w e  are, and th ey are  not. Finding a 
Meeting th at speak s to self is im portant, but it 

Q uak er Inter-Faith
By Erin McD ougall



Volum e 103, Num ber 1 - Th e  Canadian Friend 11

Exciting Youth  Leadersh ip Program  At 
Cam p NeeK auNis!

by R avi Josh i

Th e  Friends' Youth  D evelopm ent Experience  (FYD E: "fee -day") is a uniq ue  project for a group of 8-10 
teens around th e  ages of 16-17 years. Th e  aim  of th e  program  is to develop a variety of sk ills th rough  a 
co-operative cam ping experience, th e  ideals of w h ich  are  based on Q uak er values. O ur program  is 

strongly rooted in th e  belief th at com m on Q uak er values (such  as sim plicity, integrity, and eq uality) go h and- in-
h and w ith  th e  values and eth ics of cam p counselling, w ilderness outtripping, and com m unity leadersh ip. Th e  
goals and objectives of th is program  reflect w h at it is about th is Q uak er based leadersh ip training experience  
th at sets it aside  from  oth er existing outdoor program s. At th e  sam e  tim e, th e  experiential education m odel of 
learn by doing, sim ilar to oth er m odels of outdoor leadersh ip program s, w ill be  used.

D etails regarding 
applications, fee s, and 
registration are  all available 
online  at w w w.fyde.nee k aunis.ca.

Ravi Jos h i is  a Young Adult 
Frie nd in Toronto.

sh ouldn't be  necessary to believe w h at th e  oth er 
people believe in order to be  in dialogue  w ith  th em . 

People speak  of not h aving enough  Ch rist 
language, h aving too m uch , of be ing too political, 
about w h at living our faith  look s lik e, about h ow  w e  
sh ould be  living our testim onies. (And th is doesn't 
even begin to deal w ith  th e  conversations about 
people w h o identify as Jew ish -Q uak er or Q uak er-
Muslim , etc.) Th ese  conversations are  inevitably 
critical and focus on th e  oth er, rath er th an self.

Som e of m y good F/friends h ave h ad 
conversation after conversation about w h at be ing a 
Q uak er m eans. I w as h aving a conversation lik e  th is 
lately and both  of th e  Friends I w as talk ing w ith  
expressed a belief th at one  w as not a valid Q uak er if 
th ey w ere  culturally Q uak er but non-practicing. H ow  
can w e  judge  th e  m easure  of God w ith in anoth er? 
H ow  can w e  judge  anoth er's experience  of th e  D ivine  
and invalidate  different opinions and still stand by th e  
testim onies of peace, integrity, com m unity and 
eq uality?

I do not k now  th e  answ er to th is h eartbreak ing 
trend I am  w itnessing daily. I do not k now  h ow  to fix 
it or m ak e  it righ t, or speak  m y understanding of 
Truth  to Pow er in th is situation. I don't w ant to 
invalidate  anoth er's experience  of Q uak erism , but I 
feel troubled to th e  depth s of m y soul by w h at seem s 
to m e  to be  a very fast w ay out of alignm ent w ith  
God for th e  R eligious Society of Friends. Th e  m ost I 
can say is th at I believe strongly in inter-faith  dialogue, 
not just outside  th e  w alls of Q uak erism , but w ith in 
th em . We need to be  engaging each  oth er in a spirit 
of inter-faith  com m unity building. We need to learn 
to speak  each  oth er's God languages (and non-God 
languages for th ose  Friends w h o do not believe in 
God).  I believe th at it is in th is very act th at w e  w ill 
find strength  in our religion once  again. In th e  ash e s 
of self-righ teousness and judgm ent, w e  w ill forge  
relationsh ips over "insurm ountable" differences and 
learn to draw  circles b ig enough  to include  each  oth er 
in th em .

Erin M cDougall is  a Young Adult Frie nd living in 
Rich m ond, Indiana.
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Th ere  h ave been appeals for m oney around m y 
fam ily’s h ouse  for as long as I can rem em ber, 
and generally th ey w ent straigh t from  th e  

envelope to th e  paper recycling b in. W h en I w as 
sixteen, I participated in a Friends United Meeting 
w ork  cam p and Triennial in K enya, and w h en I 
returned h om e, I began rece iving m y first funding 
appeals of m y very ow n. W h en m y parents found 
out, th ey frow ned and said th at "th ey sh ouldn’t be  
ask ing m oney from  a sixteen-year-old". H ow ever, as I 
began m ak ing m y ow n m oney and as I began to see  
m yself as an adult, I started th ink ing about giving. 

W h en I later becam e  a m em ber, I couldn’t h old off 
any longer, for I k new  th at giving financially to th e  
Meeting is an im portant aspect of Q uak er 
m em bersh ip. But w h ere  to give? My Month ly 
Meeting, Yearly Meeting, Friends General 
Conference, Friends United Meeting, and Friends 
World Com m ittee  for Consultation all w ant m oney. 
Plus th e ir individual projects— Th e  Canadian Friend, 
Canadian Friends Service  Com m ittee, and th e  
individual m issions of FUM all h ave th e ir ow n 
appeals th ey send out. Look ing to th e  future, th e  
Consultation and R enew al Work ing Group report 

suggests m ore  appeals, and in a few  years I 
expect I’ll be  getting req uests for m oney 
from  th e  Q uak er college I currently attend. 
Th at’s a lot of organizations to feel guilty 
about not supporting. But as I began to 
look  at th e  financial structure  of th e se  
organizations, I realized th at th ere  is  one  
Meeting th at I could donate  to w h ere  th e  
m oney w ould go to all th e  righ t places: m y 
Month ly Meeting. Plus, it’s th e  Month ly 
Meeting th at I’m  a m em ber of, and it’s m y 
Month ly Meeting th at sh ould be  m y core  
spiritual, even covenantal, com m unity. If 
m y Month ly Meeting gives to th e  Yearly 
Meeting, and Yearly Meeting gives to w ider 
Q uak er bodie s and supports its ow n 
com m ittees, th en w h y is everyone  ask ing 
m e  for m oney? W h y doesn’t everyone  just 
give  to th e ir Month ly Meeting?

I h ave h eard tw o m ain re sponses to 
th is, one  organizational and one  personal. 
At th e  organizational level, th e  
Consultation and R enew al Work ing Group 
h as reported th at people sim ply give  m ore  
m oney w h en th ey are  ask ed, and th e  m ore  
specific th e  project is, th e  m ore  th ey give. 
W h at ever h appened to give  “according to 
your m eans” 2 Cor: 8? Th e  appeal 
paradigm  just creates th e  scenario of 
w h oever h as th e  be st ad cam paign gets th e  
m ost donations.

Friends and Appeals
by Peter Stevenson

Mrs. McFe e
 by Th e a W alm sle y

Th e re  once  w as a w om an nam e d Mrs. McFe e ,

W h o ne ve r h ad ANYTH ING to do, you se e ,

So w h e n one  day sh e  w as tak ing a w alk , 

Mrs. McFe e  h e ard som e  loud ch e e rful talk !

W h e n Mrs. McFe e  look e d ‘cross th e  stre e t,

Sh e  saw  lots of k ind-look ing pe ople  to m e e t!

So sh e  crosse d th e  stre e t, care fully,

And th ough t: w h at k ind pe ople  to be  frie nds w ith  m e !

Sh e  sudde nly stare d up at a sm all baby grouse , 

For h e  pe rch e d upon a sign re ading “m e e ting h ouse ”

Sh e  w e nt up to som e one  and h e ard h e rself say

I’d lik e  to be com e  a Quak e r today!

And to th is day Mrs. McFe e , 

H as ne ve r m isse d one  m e e ting you se e .

Th e  End

Th e a W alm sle y is  a Young Frie nd (age  9 ) in Burnaby, B.C. 



Volum e 103, Num ber 1 - Th e  Canadian Friend 13

Th e  second reason I h ave h eard is th at each  Friend 
h as th e  righ t to give  h is  m oney to w h erever h e  de sire s, 
and th at if som eone  h as a particular interest in a 
com m ittee, lik e  NeeK auNis or FGC, th en h e  sh ould 
be  able to donate  directly to th at com m ittee. Th is 
leads to anoth er dangerous situation, w h ere  th e  
com m ittees th at h ave th e  w ealth ie st supporters get th e  
m ost m oney. For a secular exam ple, often w h en a 
fam ily m em ber die s, th e  surviving fam ily w ill donate  
m oney to a h ealth  foundation related to th e  deceased 
fam ily m em ber’s illness. According to Statistics 
Canada, about five  th ousand people die  a year from  
diabetes and about five  th ousand from  suicide. 
Fam ilies th at h ave diabetes in th em  h ave th e  large  
Canadian D iabetes Association to provide  support. 
H ow ever, suicide, w h ich  falls disproportionately upon 
low - incom e  and aboriginal fam ilies, is  alm ost entirely 
unrepresented am ong Canada’s national NGO ’s. 
Th ere  is  no such  th ing as th e  Canadian Suicide  
Prevention Foundation, probably in part because  of 
financial ineq ualitie s am ong bereaved fam ily m em bers.

I h ave also h eard from  Friends w h o live too far 
aw ay to attend th e ir Month ly Meetings th at th ey don’t 
w ant th e ir m eeting to decide  w h ere  th e ir m oney 

sh ould go since  th ey aren’t a part of th e  decision. To 
m e, all th e se  re sponses indicate  a lack  of faith  in our 
corporate  process. Friends h ave alw ays believed th at 
corporate  discernm ent trum ps individual ch oices. If 
you believe th at CYM needs m ore  m oney, th en bring 
it up in your Month ly Meeting. If everyone  donates all 
th ey can to th e ir Month ly Meetings, and th e ir Month ly 
Meetings can’t afford to give  m ore  to CYM, at least 
w e  k now  th at th at’s our financial lim it and w e  w on’t 
need to w aste  m oney and energy on appeals.

W h en Friends m ak e  decisions in spirit-led w orsh ip, 
w h eth er about m oney or about anyth ing else, w e  need 
to tak e  th e se  decisions seriously. H ow  m any of us sit 
in w aiting w orsh ip w h en w e  donate  m oney 
individually? H ow  do you decide  w h ere  to donate  
your m oney? At th e  very least, I urge  you to tak e  th e  
tim e  to sit in silence  before  donating, so m oney 
doesn’t end up going to w h oever h as th e  be st ad 
cam paign, but goes w h ere  it needs to go, led by th e  
Lord h im self.

Pe te r Ste ve nson is  a Young Adult Frie nd living 
in Rich m ond, Indiana, and is  a m e m be r of 

Ve rnon M onth ly M e e ting.
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D o not call m e a liar,” I m enace . “I’m  telling 
you th e  truth .”

“No, I k now  th e  truth ,” h e  counters. “I saw  th e  
truth .”

My 4-year old and I are  arguing in th e  m iddle of 
th e  cafeteria at Pacific Luth eran University about a 
m atter of grave im portance : h is  juice. At h is req uest 
(and w h ile h is  m oth er w asn’t look ing) I m ixed all four 
juices togeth er to m ak e  a cacoph ony of flavours in a 
cloudy, sw irling froth . Galen’s sure  I only put in tw o.

I’ve  tried reassuring and gently explaining, tried 
brush ing it aside  and telling h im  to let go, but by now  
I h ave som e h ow  identified th is crow ded, noisy 
cafeteria as th e  golden opportunity to teach  h im  a 
lesson about trust and accusations.

“D o not accuse  m e  of lying,” I h ear m y dad’s 
stern voice  com e  out of m e. “Th e  truth  is  I put in all 
four juices.”

“I saw  you put in tw o. Th at’s th e  truth ,” h e  
m aintains.

We sally back  and forth  a few  
tim es, frustration and anger and 
defensiveness e scalating, w h en 
suddenly a m em ory from  Austin, 
Texas th ree  years ago com es to m ind. 
It w as a th re sh ing se ssion about th e  
pros and cons of a potential property 
for a new  m eetingh ouse  th at I k new  
w as perfect. After suffering th rough  
som e  older Friends doubts and fears, I 
passionately and convincingly 
explained th e  e igh teen or so reasons 
w h y th is w as th e  righ t ch oice. I sat 
dow n, relieved and exh ilarated by th e  
strong expression th at w ould surely 
m ak e  it all clear. Th en out of th e  
silence, an elder gently said, “Th ank  
you, Friend, for your portion of th e  
truth .”

Suddenly I realize  th at I’m  calling Galen a liar just 
as m uch  as h e ’s  calling m e  one. I finally listen to h is 
w ords – “I saw  you only pour tw o” – and realize  th at 
it’s entirely true  to h im . Th e  golden teach ing 
m om ent, it turns out, is all for m e, and I sh are  it w ith  
h im .

“Galen, I’m  sorry. I se e  th at you are  telling th e  
truth . You only saw  m e  pour in tw o juices, righ t? 
Well, w h at h appened is th at you som e h ow  didn’t see  
m e  pour in th e  oth er tw o, but I did. So w e ’re  both  
telling th e  truth .”

And just lik e  th at, th e  argum ent is over. I’ve  
re spected h is  truth  and h e  instinctively reciprocates 
by trusting m ine. Th e  cup isn’t h alf full (or h alf-
em pty) w ith  one  of our versions, but is now  
overflow ing w ith  our m utual understanding and 
re spect. And w ith  a disgusting m ixture  of cranberry-
orange -apple-grape  sw am p w ater th at Galen th ink s 
delicious. I’ll let th at rem ain as h is  truth .

Rick  Juliu sson is  a m e m be r of Vancouve r 
M onth ly M e e ting. Th is  story originally 

appe are d online  in FGConne ctions.

Your Truth  or Mine
by R ick  Juliusson

Cartoon by Sh aun Bartoo, age  12 Burnaby, BC
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To th e  Black  Wom an on th e  #15 
bus , Septem ber 16th , 2004

by Grace Wolf

I’m  sorry I stared at you for a long tim e :
th e  staring

m ade  you low er your h ead and be  s ilent.

You’d just m oved over for th e  old Ch ine s e  m an,
h is  plastic bags  full of bottles  

to s it dow n next to you; and w h en h e  didn’t notice ,
You told h im  “s it dow n! 

And re st a m inute”

I w ant you to k now : I did not stare  in 
ignorance

nor to s h am e  you,
nor to q ue stion your ch oice

I stared becaus e  
w h en I s e e  Truth

and Com pas s ionate
Kindne s s

s h ooting out of som ebody’s  eye s  
and 

m outh
and very pore s ! I 

Stop
and tak e  notice

Grace  W olf is  a Young Adult Frie nd in 
Victoria, B.C.

Creation
by Jen D eak in

R ecently I've  been th ink ing a lot about life  and creation: 
Are  th ey gifts to be  explored and experienced? O r is life  a 
diam ond in th e  rough , w h ere  w e're  placed on earth  to 

w ork  th rough  th e  h ard tim es, stress, toils and snares, so w e  can 
th en em brace  joys and h appiness. I'm  proud to be  in a tim e  w h en 
w e  can ch oose  m any, m any w ays to express ourselves. 

We live each  day w ith  a different understanding of our lives, 
and of th e  people w e  love. Each  day w e  celebrate  th at by little 
th ings w e  do: sh aring m om ents w ith  oth ers, saying th ank  you, 
h olding som eone's h and. 

I've  learned h ow  to love unconditionally w ith out borders, and I 
am  grateful. Above all I th ank  God for th e  ability to be  able to do 
th at. I also th ank  God for each  day, and each  learning experience.

Je n De ak in is  a Young Adult Frie nd living in Langford 
B.C., and is  a m e m be r of Victoria M onth ly M e e ting

CYM ID EAS BR EW ING...
All Young Friends: We  h ope  you can all m ak e  it to 

Canadian Yearly Meeting  at K ings Edge h ill Sch ool in 
W indsor NS, From  Aug  3 to Aug 11  2007. Mark  
your calendar now ! Som e  Young Friends h ave already 
suggested som e  interestin' activitie s such  as using a 
clay oven for pottery/ ceram ics/ clay statues of 
Q uak er Superh eros, etc. Would YFs lik e  to bounce  
around som e  ideas? H ere  are  som e  rece ived so far.  

Idea # 1: Clay O ven Pottery
W h at supplies w ill be  needed? A k iln/oven, clay, glaze, 
potters w h eel??   We'll need an experienced potter.

Idea # 2: Wednesday afternoon CYM field day:
Instead of a Picnic som e  YFs h ave suggested  a 
 Gam es/ Sports/ Ch allenges afternoon w ith  a BBQ  . 
W h at k ind of gam es/ch allenges - -  any suggestions?
Would CYFYM lik e  to tak e  th e  lead for th e  
Wednesday  afternoon event ?
Program  Com m ittee  and Local Arrangem ents 
Com m ittee  w ill assist w ith  supplies and facilitie s if 
YFs can be  th e  organisers. 

Suggestions and Ideas please! Contact Mel Earley 
(m elearley@ gm ail.com ) or Carol Bradley 
(program m e -clerk @ q uak er.ca)

Th e  Canadian Frie nd, De ce m be r 19 05: "A Young Quak e r"
I'm  a young Q uak er, but you sh ould call m e  a "Friend,"

A follow er of Fox, a believer in Penn:
I belong to th e  ch urch  of Joh n Brigh t and E. Fry,

And h ope  a good Q uak er to be  till I die.
I lik e  to be  a Q uak er, for a Q uak er is plain,

And h e  scorns any ch eating th at m igh t bring h im  gain,
And h is prayers alth ough  silent, sh all ever ascend
For God's blessing to fall on th e  ch ildren of m en.

Would you lik e  to k now  w h at I'm  a young Q uak er for?
Well, th ey never k ept slaves nor k illed m en in w ar;

Th ey are  led by th e  Spirit all th e  w ay th rough ,
So don't you th ink  you'd better be  a good Q uak er too?
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Gath e rings :
* Canadian Young Friends Yearly Meeting:  H eld yearly 
concurrent w ith  Canadian Yearly Meeting, th is gath ering is 
a m ust for all Canadian Young Friends.
* FGC: A fantastic w ee k -long event for Friends of all ages. 
 Th e  h igh - sch ool program m e  is h uge  com pared to CYFYM 
and th ere  is  a seem ingly endless list of activitie s!  Th e  next 
gath ering is June  30-July 7, 2007, R iver Falls, W isconsin. 
 Ch eck  it out at w w w.fgcq uak er.org
* EMEYF: Europe  and Middle East Young Friends 
gath ering for ages 18-30ish , usually h eld in th e  spring.  Th e  
next event is in April in Moscow !   em eyf.q uak er.eu.org

Sch ools:
* UK :  Friends' Sch ool. O ne  of 9  Q uak er sch ools in th e  
UK , Friends' sch ool is located in Lisburn, North ern 
Ireland. Th is sch ool does boarding and day sch ool for 
students aged 11-18.  w w w.friendssch oollisburn.org.uk
* Ireland:  New tow n Sch ool. Located in W aterford, Ireland, 
New tow n is a day and boarding sch ool on a beautiful 
cam pus.  A sh ort m eeting for w orsh ip is h eld every day and 
m em bers of W aterford Meeting are  still influential in th e  
sch ool.  w w w.iol.ie/%7Enew tow nw /index.h tm l
* Australia: Th e  Friends' sch ool. Located in H obart, 
Tasm ania, it teach e s grades K -12 under Q uak er principles. 
 Th e  sch ool offers grades 11 and 12 in th e  International 
Baccalaureate  program m e. 
 w w w.friends.tas.edu.au/h om e.ph p 
* Th ere  are  num erous day sch ools and boarding sch ools for 
K -12 and h igh  sch ool in th e  USA and also Friends' sch ools 
in Africa, Palestine, UK  and m ore.  Ch eck  out 
w w w.friends.org.uk /q uak ers/q sch ools.h tm  

Unive rs itie s : (just a fe w  of m any!)
* Earlh am  College. A liberal arts college in R ich m ond, 
Indiana USA.  Sch olarsh ips are  available.  w w w.earlh am .edu
* Friends University.  A non-denom inational Ch ristian 
University in W ich ita, K ansas.  O riginally run by Q uak ers, 
now  run by an independent board, w ith  Q uak er m em bers 
on th e  Board of Trustees.  w w w.friends.edu
* Guilford College.  A sm all liberal arts college in 

Greensboro North  Carolina.  About 10% of th e  student 
body are  Q uak ers.  w w w.guilford.edu
* H averford College. A w ell establish ed liberal Arts college 
in Ph iladelph ia, Pennsylvania.  It consistently rank s am ong 
th e  top 10 liberal arts colleges in th e  USA and alth ough  no 
longer Q uak er run, th e  Q uak er ph ilosoph y still influences 
college life.  w w w.h averford.edu
* Sw arth m ore  College.  A liberal arts college just outside  of 
Ph iladelph ia, in Sw arth m ore, Pennsylvania w ith  Q uak er 
origins.  w w w.sw arth m ore.edu
* Woodbrook e  Q uak er Study Centre.  A Q uak er Study 
Center (D UH !) in Birm ingh am , UK .  O ne  can w ork , study, 
or just visit Woodbrook e, and its close  location to th e  
Cadbury factory, am ong oth er th ings, m ak e s it w ell w orth  a 
sh ort or long visit!  w w w.w oodbrook e.org.uk

Spe cial Eve nts/O pportunitie s :
* Q uak er Youth  Pilgrim age. H eld every oth er year, (th e  
next is in 2008), a group of approxim ately 25 Young 
Friends from  around th e  w orld travel in e ith er th e  USA or 
Europe  to retrace  th e  steps of founding Q uak ers.  Th is life -
ch anging pilgrim age  is absolutely am azing. You w ill com e  
aw ay w ith  Friends th at w ill last a lifetim e. 
 fw ccam ericas.org/w h atw edo/youth .h tm l
* World Gath ering of Young Friends. Th e  World 
Gath ering of Young Friends brough t togeth er Q uak ers 
from  all around th e  w orld ages 18-35.  Th is is  a deeply 
spiritual event.  Alth ough  th e  next W GYF m igh t not be  
until 2025 (h opefully sooner!) ch eck  out th e  epistle, ph otos 
and even audio recordings from  th e  gath ering in 2005 at 
w w w.w gyf.org
* Youth  Q uak e :  A national conference  in th e  USA 
(Canadians are  w elcom e!) usually h eld after Ch ristm as, 
every th ree  years. It is open for Q uak er Youth  ages 14-20 
and com es h igh ly recom m ended by Am erican Young 
Friends!  Ch eck  out w w w.youth q uak e.org
* Woolm an sem ester.  A h igh  sch ool sem ester in California 
w ith  focus on peace  studie s, outdoor activitie s, academ ics 
and m uch  m ore!  Financial assistance  is available.  Students 
can attend for grades 11 or 12, for a term . 
 w w w.w oolm an.org/w oolm an.h tm l 

Cool O pportunitie s for Young Friends
by Am y Jean Singleton-Polster
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W ork /Volunte e r opportunitie s :
* Woodbrook e  Q uak er Study Centre :  O pportunitie s to be  a 
R esident Friend or Gardening Friend at th is great study 
centre  in Birm ingh am  UK  are  available for older Young 
Friends.  Ch eck  out w w w.w oodbrook e.org.uk  for m ore  info!
* CFSC Internsh ip. Tim e  is spent in Toronto at Friends 
H ouse  and also in South ern O ntario w ork ing on service  
projects.  Applications are  for anyone  betw een ages 20-29  
and interns w ould be  expected to m ak e  a 3 m onth  
com m itm ent.  A m onth ly allow ance is provided.  Ch eck  out 
cfsc.q uak er.ca
* Q UNO .  Program m e  Assistant jobs are  available for 
Young Friends to apply for in e ith er Geneva or New  York  at 
th e  Q uak er United Nations O ffice.  Th e  job is a one  year 
com m itm ent and m ore  inform ation is available at 
w w w.q uno.org

Am y Je an Single ton- Polste r is  a Young Adult 
Frie nd living in Vancouve r, and a m e m be r of 

Victoria M onth ly M e e ting. Katrina M cQuail and Am y Jean Singleton-Polster atop 
Pendle H ill at th e  World Gath ering of Young Friends  2005

H MAC Education Funds

In th e  sum m er of 2005 Canadian Young Friends Yearly Meeting approved grants to send Peter Earley of 
H alifax and Galen Fick  of O ttaw a to Pendle H ill, th e  Q uak er study centre  in Pennsylvania in Novem ber. 
Th ese  tw o Young Friends w anted to learn m ore  about clerk ing a Meeting and Pendle H ill w as offering a 

clerk ing w ork sh op. But th e  grant from  CYFYM only covered th e  registration fee  for th e  w ork sh op. Th ey h ad to 
find th e  m oney for th e ir travel expenses from  oth er sources. And th is is  w h ere  th e ir h om e  Meetings and H om e  
Mission and Advancem ent Com m ittee  cam e  in to offer h elp.

Th e  H om e  Mission and Advancem ent Com m ittee  (H MAC) of Canadian Yearly Meeting h as various funds to 
h elp Friends and Attenders deepen th e ir understanding and experience  of Q uak erism . If you’d lik e  to find out 
m ore, go to th e  H MAC pages of th e  Canadian Yearly Meeting w ebsite  or contact th e  current Grants and Loans 
O fficer of H MAC: Fred H oltz, 116 West Lodge  Avenue  Toronto, O N M6K  2T5  416-538-0802  
h m ac-grantsloans@ q uak er.ca

From  th e  Canadian Friend, 19 41, by R uth  O rvis, 
Young Friends Editor:

It h as been som e  m onth s since  w e  h ad a look  at th e  
problem  of our Young Friends and th e ir relationsh ip 
to th e ir Month ly Meetings. To m e  th is w as an 
im portant concern tw o years ago but w e  se em  no 
nearer a solution.

Te (sic) begin w ith  w e  adm it th at th e  re sponsib ility 
of be ing a Q uak er is a great one. Som e  of our older 
Friends h ave h ad to steer our Q uak er sh ip th rough  
som e  very troubled seas and h ave, th erefore, 
developed a paternal attitude  tow ard it and are  
unw illing to relinq uish  auth ority to any w h o h ave not 
proved th em selves to h ave a good steady sense  of 
re sponsib ility, for fear our sh ip w ill strik e  once  again 
on oth er rock s or even on th e  sam e  rock s........
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R eflections on th e  Joys and Ch allenges of 
Young Friends R etreats in O ntario:

by R ebecca Ivanoff, w ith  input from  Aden Spurr, K atrina McQ uail, Erin McD ougall, and R avi Josh i 

Young Friends retreats are  an excellent w ay to 
build com m unity, find com m onality, ask  h ard 
q uestions, play and w orsh ip togeth er. Th ese  

Young Friends gath erings are  a gift to m any young 
Q uak ers and th e ir friends, as w ell as to th e  future  of 
th e  Society of Friends. H ow ever, in Canada, retreats 
h ave th e ir ow n special ch allenges. O ver 10 years of 
attending and h elping to organise  Young Friends’ 
retreats in O ntario, I h ave seen th at m ost of th e se  
ch allenges arise  from  h ow  w e  are  few  in num bers, 
exceptionally spread out geograph ically, and also from  
th e  w ay in w h ich  Young Friends are  organised. 

W h en w e  gath er togeth er, w e  are  em braced into a 
com m unity th at m any of us h ave k now n since  w e  
w ere  little; th e se  are  som e  of our best friends and w e  
k now  th ey w ill be  for our lifetim e. We are  friends in 
both  sense s (both  sm all and capital F) and retreats 
provide  a place to explore  friendsh ip and w h at it 
m eans to each  of us. But m any q uestions arise  from  
th e se  gath erings. H ow  do w e  allow  th e  organic and 
spontaneous form ing of friendsh ip, w h ile actively 
fostering Q uak er values?  H ow  do retreats create  a 
sense  of sh ared purpose  and spirituality? 

W h en w e  com e  togeth er, h aving spent m any 
m onth s aw ay from  each  oth er, and h aving spent m uch  
tim e, effort, and re sources to get togeth er, w e  often 
just w ant to h ang out, talk , laugh , tell storie s 
inform ally, and sh are  fellow sh ip during m eals and 
gam es, such  as w ink  or board gam es. We crave a few  
m om ents to catch  up w ith  individuals, and w e  crave 
th e  group experience. Th e  m ore  structured events 
som etim es se em  to infringe  on th e se  experiences. 
W h at is th e  balance? I, personally, h ave alw ays loved 
th e  w ork  projects at retreats. We h ave so m uch  fun, 
lending a h and and giving back  to th e  Month ly 
Meeting w h ere  w e  are  staying. H ow  do you fit 
everyth ing into just one  sh ort w ee k end?

At retreats, a com m unity th at provides a relaxed 
and open environm ent in w h ich  people feel accepted 
is form ed very q uick ly. But h ow  do w e  create  a 

com m unity for th ree  days in w h ich  w e  feel 
com fortable enough  to be  ch allenged and to ch allenge 
people? Also, h ow  do w e  create  a space  th at is 
w elcom ing to people w h o are  not as q uick  to open up 
and form  friendsh ips? It can be  an overw h elm ing 
experience  to attend a retreat w h ere  th ere  are  m any 
people, intense  relationsh ips, lots of spiritual 
search ing and grow th , and sleep deprivation. R etreats 
are  both  a point of first contact for m any young 
people to Q uak er values and com m unity, as w ell as 
th e  reason m any ‘b irth righ t’ Young Friends rem ain 
w ith in th e  com m unity. H ow  do w e  m ak e  retreats a 
genuine  experience  of Q uak erism ? 

H ow  do w e  encourage  m entoring of Young 
Friends by older generations of Friends? Many oth er 
religious youth  groups are  led by older leaders in th e  
com m unity. Young Friends are  fairly uniq ue  because  
w e  are  independent and self-organised. H ow  do w e  
ensure  th at Young Friends create  a safe  space  w ith out 
putting lim itations on th e  retreat experience? H ow  do 
w e  balance th e  need for structures and outside  
support, w h ile k e eping in m ind th at in th e  past w e  
h ave felt th e  need to nurture  a feeling of ow nersh ip 
w ith in th e  Young Friend group itself? Young Adult 
Friends need to tak e  on a m entoring role w ith in th e  
Young Friend com m unity, but older adult Friends also 
need to be  involved. Th is m eans not only th e  parents 
of Young Friends, but all Friends.

I strongly believe th ere  is  a need for both  Young 
Friends (YF) retreats and Young Adult Friends (YAF) 
retreats, because  w e  h ave differing needs and 
q uestions. It is not necessarily an age  difference, but 
m ore  to do w ith  w h ere  you are  in life. H ow ever, I also 
feel th at YAFs need to be  present at YF retreats. Th at, 
h ow ever, raise s th e  q uestion of h ow  often retreats can 
h appen. If YAFs need th e ir ow n retreats as w ell as to 
be  Friendly Adult Presences (FAPs) at YF retreats, 
th en th at is a lot of tim e  com m itm ent, e specially 
w h en w e  are  e ith er in sch ool or w ork ing.

I truly love th e  reception a group of Young 
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Friends rece ives from  a Meeting on First D ay on a 
retreat w ee k end, e specially w h en w e  attend sm all rural 
Meetings. I w atch  as Friends m arvel at th e  clusters of 
Young Friends th at drag th em selves to Meeting First 
D ay m orning, often exh austed from  th e  w ee k end th ey 
h ave just spent togeth er. I w ould lik e  to th ink  th at 
see ing th is dynam ic and loving group truly revitalizes 
th e  Meeting and gives som e  h ope  for th e  future  of 
Friends. My experiences h ave lead m e  to believe th at 
Young Friends R etreats endeavour to create  a 
com m unity and fellow sh ip w ith in a safe, loving and 

supportive environm ent, one  w h ich  provides th e  
fertile soil for th e  grow th  th at is needed in th e  Society 
of Friends. Th e  q uestions I raise  are  presented in an 
effort to m ak e  retreats a rich er, fuller and m ore  
Q uak er experience. I h ope  th at each  one  of you w h o 
reads th is reflects on your role in h elping to answ er 
th e se  q uestions. 

Re be cca Ivanoff is  a Young Adult Frie nd living 
in Rich m ond H ill, O N, w h ose  h om e  M e e ting is  

Yonge  St. M onth ly M e e ting.

Som e Tips on h ow  to O rganise  a Young 
Friends’ R etreat

by R ebecca Ivanoff and K atrina McQ uail

R etreats h ave h elped th e  Young Friends in 
O ntario create  an exceedingly supportive and 
close  com m unity, but th at does not m ean 

th ey are  easy to set up or som eth ing to be  tak en on 
ligh tly. Th ey req uire  th ough tful organisation and 
com m unication. Below  are  som e  tips on organizing 
retreats th at w e  h ave found useful w ith in th e  O ntario 
Young Friends. 

De fine  th e  Eve nt: Th e  idea for an event can 
com e  from  a group of Young Friends (such  as th e  
regional group) or from  som eone  w h o w ould lik e  to 
h ost a Young Friends retreat (an individual YF). Th e  
group or th e  particular YF needs to define  th e  event. 
W h at activity do you h ave in m ind? D o you w ant to 
get togeth er to attend a special event? To be  togeth er 
w ith  no particular purpose  in m ind? To visit a cultural 
or oth er centre  of attraction? To do service  w ork ? D o 
you w ant th e  retreat to be  focused around a specific 
Q uak er testim ony? Th is m ay h elp you pick  a speak er, 
etc. D o you w ant to h ave a th em e  for your gath ering, 
such  as a spiritual retreat? O r a w ork -w ee k end? K eep 
in m ind th at a retreat is different th an a party to w h ich  
Young Friends and oth ers are  invited. 

R e spons ibility: W h o w ill tak e  re sponsib ility? 
W h ich  YFs w ill participate  in th e  planning and accept 
re sponsib ility for som e  of th e  jobs to be  done : food, 

planning, publicity, FAP (Friendly Adult Presence) 
recruitm ent, w ork  project, speak er, contacting th e  
Meeting? D o you h ave adults you w ould lik e  to ask  to 
be  FAPs for th e  event? D o you h ave/w ant FAPs to 
h elp support you in th e  planning process? Perh aps an 
older Friend could be  ch osen to act as a m entor in 
regards to th e  planning and organization of th e  
retreat? 

Th e  Date : For an event, you m ust m ak e  sure  you 
plan in advance. Pick  several possible dates— ask  
around about sch ool vacations, conflicts w ith  oth er 
activitie s. W h en w as th e  last YF event— do people 
h ave th e  need and th e  tim e  to get togeth er again? D o 
you need to ch eck  to m ak e  sure  th e  space  is available? 
Are  re servations needed? Th e  O ntario Young Friends 
h ave been h aving th ree  retreats a year; O ctober, 
January, and April. 

Th e  Location: Suggest places th e  group can 
stay— in a Meetingh ouse? In som eone ’s h om e? Can 
you arrange  th e  necessary transportation to and from  
th e  event? Can public transportation be  used to get 
th ere? W ill transportation be  needed during th e  event? 
(Additional FAPs req uired, or FAPs w ith  cars).

Activitie s : W h at k inds of activitie s do you w ant to 
h ave? In th e  past, th e  YFs in O ntario h ave alw ays h ad 
a w ork  project on Saturday m orning at th e  Meeting 
H ouse, as w ell as a speak er on th e  Saturday nigh t. 
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Speak ers h ave been Friends from  th e  local Meeting, a 
particular YF, or a spiritual leader or activist from  th e  
local com m unity. Th e  O ntario Young Friends also 
h ave a Meeting for Worsh ip w ith  a Concern for 
Business. 

Expe ns e s : Estim ate  th e  costs. W ill participants 
pay a sm all am ount to cover costs of th e  event? W ill 
you ask  your Month ly Meeting for financial assistance? 
W h o w ill pay for gasoline  if cars are  used for 
transportation? W ill FAP’s h ave to pay th e ir ow n food 
and entry fee s, or w ill th e  YFs subsidize  th e ir stay for 
th e  event? W h at m eals w ill you provide  and w h ich  w ill 
youth s be  expected to pay for th em selves? Th e  
O ntario Young Friends h ave a $20 participation fee; 
w ith  financial assistance  given upon req uest for both  
participation and travel costs. 

Support: Enlist a Month ly Meeting as a sponsor 
of your event by going to th e ir Business Meeting w ith  
a proposal. R ece ive  th e ir support and involve th em  (at 
least k e ep th em  appraised) of th e  planning of th e  
retreat.  

Frie ndly Adult Pre s e nce s  (FAPs): R ecruit FAPs -
"Friendly Adult Presences” – adults invited to be  
present at a specific youth  event. It is suggested th at 
you h ave at least tw o adults over th e  age  of 21. 
D uring all youth  events no few er th an tw o FAPs 
sh ould be  present at all tim es - -  one  m ale and one  
fem ale - -  th rough out th e  duration of th e  event. 
Alth ough  not a necessity, FAPs w ill probably com e  
from  th e  sponsoring m eeting. 

Consider finding FAPs w h o are  not parents of th e  
participating youth  if possible. Inform  a prospective 
FAP about th e ir roles and re sponsib ilitie s. Mak e  sure  
you h ave enough  drivers and cars. Mak e  clear w h at a 
FAPs financial obligation w ill be.

Additional R oles and R esponsib ilitie s for FAPS: 
FAPs sh ould be  interested in be ing involved w ith  
teens and be  prepared to h ave fun! O ne  FAP needs to 
collect and retain em ergency m edical release  form s 
(w ith  YFs h ealth  card num bers, parents' release, list of 
allergie s, etc). Th e  youth  are  th e ir ow n program  
creators. Th ey h ave th e  ow nersh ip and re sponsib ility 
for th e ir success or w aning. Adults present at youth  
events w ill facilitate, suggest, enable, and encourage  
w h en needed. Th ey are  a presence  of support. Adults 
w ill "step in", direct, guide, offer advice  and counsel 

only if need arise s. (Generally th is com es at th e  
req uest of an organizing YF).

Publicis e : Mak e  a list of inform ation th at needs 
to be  on publicity. Plan a flyer th at tells all th e  
im portant inform ation. W h o, w h ere, w h at, w h en? 
W h at th ey need to bring: spending m oney, special 
cloth es, bedding? Provide  necessary m aps to th e  
event. Identify a contact person on th e  flier. Give a 
sign-up date  deadline. Mail/em ail publicity w ell in 
advance of event. Send to local Month ly Meetings 
inviting th e ir Young Friends.

Eve nt: H ave fun; create  com m unity!! H ave a 
guideline  setting m eeting th e  first nigh t, so th at as a 
com m unity you can talk  about and set th e  guidelines 
th at w ill h elp create  a safe  space  (no drugs, alcoh ol, 
exclusive  activitie s, re spect, etc). Establish  a 
gate k eeper’s list (w ith  nam e, de stination, tim e  out and 
tim e  in) for people leaving Meeting property. Set up a 
tim etable w h ere  people can sign up for at least 2 dish  
team s over th e  w ee k end.  H ave a discussion about 
w h en and w h ere  th e  next retreat w ill be  h eld, and w h o 
w ill be  organising it.  

Som eone  m ay w ant to w rite  an article about th e  
event, or th e  group m ay decide  to w rite  an epistle to 
tell Friends about th e ir event and w h at h appened at it. 
Perh aps a report could be  sent to th e  Canadian Friend 
for a “Friendly YF New s” section!

Re be cca Ivanoff is  a Young Adult Frie nd living 
in Rich m ond H ill, O N, and w h ose  h om e  M e e ting 
is  Yonge  St. M onth ly M e e ting. Katrina M cQ uail 

is  a Young Adult Frie nd living in Rich m ond, 
Indiana, w h ose  h om e  M e e ting is  K itch e ne r Are a 

M onth ly M e e ting.

From  Th e  Canadian Friend, Septem ber 
19 32. Epistle of Canadian Young Friends' 
Conference :

"We th e  Young Friends of Canada, in 
se ssion for our frst conference  h eld at 
Cam p Nee k aunis (m eeting place of 
friends) extend greetings.

We believe th is lovely ten acre  Cam p 
near W aubaush ene  w ill be  th e  m eans of 
b inding togeth er all groups of Young 
Friends."
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I ’d  say I’m  norm al for a 17 year old, in th e  sense  
th at I th ink  I suffer all th e  sam e  problem s anyone  
else  m y age  does: sch oolw ork , band practice, 

finding tim e  to h ang out w ith  friends and all th e  oth er 
great stuff th at goes in a h igh  sch ool w orld. W h at I 
feel separates m e  from  from  th e  norm  is th e  tim e  I 
h ave spent serving on Canadian Friends Service  
Com m ittee  (CFSC). I h ave been given a new  and 
m uch  broader perspective on a lot of issues th at are  
current w ith  people m y age. 

Th e  opportunity to serve on CFSC w as first 
presented to m e  at Canadian Yearly Meeting 2004 in 
W indsor, Nova Scotia. D uring 
th e  course  of th is Meeting I 
w as ask ed by th e  Canadian 
Young Friends Yearly Meeting 
Nom inating Com m ittee  if I 
w ould be  interested in serving 
on CFSC as th e  Young Friends 
representative. At th e  tim e  I 
really didn’t k now  m uch  of 
w h at w ent on at a CFSC 
m eeting, but after a few  talk s 
w ith  various Friends I got a 
vague  idea and decided th at it 
w as definitely som eth ing I 
w ould lik e  to experience. 

Th e  th ough t of CFSC really vanish ed from  m y 
m ind until a few  m onth s later w h en I rece ived an 
em ail about th e  upcom ing m eeting. At th is point I 
started to get very nervous. I still h ad just a vague  idea 
of w h at CFSC did, and I h ad yet to h ave any idea of 
w h at I, as th e  YF rep, w ould be  re sponsible for. After 
a fligh t th at seem ed to drag on forever, and a subw ay 
ride  th at I th ough t w ould never stop, I finally arrived 
at Friends H ouse  in Toronto. I im m ediately ch eck ed 
in w ith  th e  R esident Friend and w ent to sleep. Th e  
next m orning I aw ok e  to th e  h ustle and bustle of a 
large  group of Friends trying to get in th e ir m orning 
coffee  and toast w h ile carrying on several 
conversations at once. I felt righ t at h om e. Later in th e  
day as w e  settled dow n to m eet for business, I got m y 
first taste  of th e  w ork  CFSC does. I m ust say, w ith  all 

th e  acronym s, num bers, and nam es be ing th row n 
around it w as a little overw h elm ing at first and, m ind 
you, it stayed th at w ay for som e  tim e. D uring th e  
m orning se ssion, as new  m em bers, w e  w ere  told w e  
sh ould decide  w h ich  standing com m ittee  w e  w ould 
lik e  to sit on as soon as w as possible, and th at th e  
afternoon se ssion w ould give  us a ch ance  to ch eck  out 
each  com m ittee. Th erefore  it w as no surprise  th at 
new  m em bers w ere  approach ed during lunch  by 
various m em bers of each  com m ittee, w h o proceeded 
to sum  up th e ir favorite  points about w h ich ever 
com m ittee  th ey w ere  on, betw een b ites of th e  
w onderful food th at alw ays seem s to com e  from  th e  

k itch en at Friends H ouse. Th e  
second day of th is m eeting w as 
really w h ere  I started getting a 
grasp of w h at w ent on at a CFSC 
m eeting, and realized,  just as a I 
predicted, it w as som eth ing I 
definitely enjoyed. 

W h en ask ed to w rite  an article 
about CFSC from  th e  perspective 
of a youth  I w as initially at a loss, 
because  I'd q uick ly found during 
m y first CFSC m eeting YF’s are  
treated w ith  as m uch  re spect as 
any oth er m em ber of th e  
com m ittee. Th is w as by far th e  

m ost am azing th ing for m e. As th is w as m y first 
m eeting regarding Q uak er service, I assum ed w h en I 
sh ow ed up I w ould be  treated lik e  a teenager w h o 
w alk s into a boardroom  only to face  th e  stony 
expression of som e  m iddle m anagem ent type. 
Th ank fully I w as not, and m y experience  h as yet to be  
anyth ing close  to th at. W h at m ak e s it unlik e  m ost of 
th e  experiences in m y h igh  sch ool life, is  th at th is is  
one  situation w h ere  every person in th e  room  h as 
consciously ch osen to be  th ere. Th is is  w h y I love 
CFSC so m uch ; unlik e  a lot of th ings th ere  is  an 
infinite  w illingness to do.

Pe te r Earle y is  a Young Frie nd living in H alifax, 
w h e re  h e  atte nds  H alifax M onth ly M e e ting.

A Young Friend on CFSC
by Peter Earley

.....I assum e d th at w h e n I 
sh ow e d up I w ould be  
tre ate d lik e  a te e nage r 

w h o w alk s into a 
boardroom  only to face  
th e  stony e xpre ssion of 

som e  m iddle  m anage m e nt 
type . Th ank fully I w as 

not....
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From  Th e  Canadian Friend Arch ives
Clippings courtesy K yle Joliffe

From  March  19 37, titled "A Young Friend 
W atch es": For tw o m onth s now  w e  h ave been 
intensely interested in th e  issuance  and re sponse  to 
"Th e  Greatest H ope  of th e  Society" as found in Th e  
Canadian Friend. We also noted th at only tw o Friends 
th ough t th at th e  greatest h ope  lay in th e ir young 
people, and, as far as w e  can judge, th e se  Friends are  
not k now n, visibly anyw ay, to us. For th e se  Friends 
and for oth ers w h o did not voice  an opinion, w e  w ish  
to ack now ledge  th e  re sponsib ility th ey h ave given us.

We, as Canadian Young Friends, are  not insensible 
to th e  spirit of Q uak erism . We m ay do th ings th at at 
tim es, to you w h o are  older, se em  anyth ing but 
Q uak erly; w e  possibly h ave brok en dow n barriers th at 
h ave w ith stood at least a generation; w e  h ave m ade  
m oves th at m ay h ave seem ed rash  and not properly 
th ough t out and w e  m ay h ave appeared to be  careless 
w ith  an older person's opinion. But w e  beg of you, 
h ave faith  in your Young Friends.

If you could gath er w ith  th em  at som e  of th e ir 
inform al m eetings or even th e ir business m eeting you 
w ould probably be  am azed at th e  am ount of com m on 
sense  and w orldly k now ledge  th at th ey can propound. 
If you could be  w ith  th em  at som e  of th e ir w orsh ip 
m eetings, e specially at Cam p Nee k aunis w h ere  th ey 
k now  th e  re sponsib ility of th e  Meeting is all th e irs, 
and you could h ear th e  splendor of th ose  young 
Q uak ers' th ough ts; if you could be  near as som e  one  
of th em  lends a h and in th at q uiet Friendly Fash ion, 
w h y th en you w ould h ave m ore  faith  in your Young 
Friends.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

From  O ctober, 19 53, excerpt from  a description 
of a panel discussion: ...Anoth er q uestion w as "W h y 
are  Young Friends in Canada so inactive?" We found 
th at th e  lack  of activity w as th e  re sult of th e  different 
Meetings be ing distant and scattered and also an 
unfortunate  lack  of interest on th e  part of Young 
Friends.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

From  O ctober 19 12, by F.J. Sutton and May 
Milligan, President and Secretary of th e  Young 

Friends Ch ristian Association: O n look ing over th e  
m inute  of th e  Yearly Meeting of Friends h eld June, 
19 12, I notice  th at no m ention is m ade  of th e  
m eeting h eld by th e  Young Friends. As th is is  
probably an oversigh t, I tak e  th is opportunity of 
letting th e  m em bers of Canada Yearly Meeting of 
Friends k now  th at th e  Young Friends Association is a 
live and grow ing concern and th at th e ir object is to 
m ak e  th e  Yearly Meeting of 19 13 th e  largest and m ost 
enth usiastic in our h istory.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

From  D ecem ber 19 24, "Young Friends Activitie s": 
A carload of young Friends from  both  branch es in 
Norw ich  attended Genesee  H alf-Yearly Meeting h eld 
at Coldstream , O ct. 25-26. Th ey h elped th e  Young 
Friends th ere  in th e  program  of th e ir Meeting. Th is is  
once  th at th e  th ree  groups of young Friends h ave m et 
togeth er and a very favourable report is given of th e  
fellow sh ip.

WANTED  -  Fifty young Friends to pray daily for 
th e  w ork , in K ingston Month ly Meeting. O ur God 
pays b ig dividends. Send your nam e  and address to 
K enneth  C. H ill, Burgessville.

Th e  Junior Fellow sh ip Class and th e  Interm ediate  
Class one  S. S. at Wooler m et for a social evening at 
th e  h om e  of Edith  and Cora Valentine. Th e  tim e  
passed very q uick ly in gam es, contests, m usic, etc. Th e  
m ystery supper w h ich  th e  girls served caused m uch  
m errim ent. "Som eth ing useful and ch eap" h ad served 
to th em  a "tooth pick " and "a tem ptation of old" w as 
an apple.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

From  July 19 27, by Joh n H . H obart:  D ear Friends 
-  It is difficult for m e  to give  you any m essage  so soon 
in our new  year. I h ave h ow ever, for som e  years past, 
felt a very real concern for th e  future  of Q uak erism  in 
Canada.
    Follow ing th e  w ar, first in England and later in th e  
United States, th e  Society seem ed to tak e  on a new  
life  of fresh  vitality: Q uak er ideals w ere  translated 
into action over a battle-scarred Europe  and th e  
Q uak er m essage  m ade  an insistant appeal to m any 
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th ink ing m en and w om en, w h o, disillusioned by th e  
w ar, w ere  se e k ing a new  and m ore  Ch rist-lik e  w ay of 
life.
    Alth ough  th ere  w ere  and still are, signs of an 
aw ak ening interest, w e  in Canada, seem ed to h ave 
m issed th is new  enth usiasm . As Young Friends, th e  
future  of Q uak erism  in Canada is in our h ands. H ave 
w e  as a Society a definite  contribution to m ak e  to th e  
spiritual progress of th is country, and if so, are  w e  
m ak ing th at contribution w orth ily? In answ er to th e  
first part of th e  q uestion, I believe th at w e  h ave a 
uniq ue  contribution to m ak e. Th e  second part of th e  

q uestion is a direct personal ch allenge -  dare  w e  
accept it?
    Th e  task  is  no ligh t one, th e  w ay a little uncertain; it 
calls for th e  exercise  of a divine  faith  and th e  courage  
of our youth , and above all, w e  m ust every one  of us 
sh oulder our sh are  of th e  re sponsib ility and h elp. 

Kyle  Joliffe  is  a m e m be r of Yonge  St. M onth ly 
M e e ting. H e  is  also th e  auth or of a h istory of 

Young Frie nds  in Canada, "Se e k ing th e  
Ble sse d Com m unity", available  from  Q uak e r 

Book  Se rvice . 

A Sim ply Extraordinary Place To Grow  Up
by D iana Sh epard Steph ens

M y first trip to Cam p NeeK auNis in 
W aubaush ene, O ntario w as w h en I w as tw o 
m onth s old.  Tw enty-e igh t years later, I’ve  

never m issed a sum m er.  Som eh ow, I’ve  alw ays found 
a w ay to m ak e  it to at least one  program m e.  Yes, it’s 
partly h abit – sum m er w ouldn’t be  sum m er w ith out 
Cam p – but it’s m ore  th an th at.  Cam p h elped raise  
m e, teach  m e, sh ape  m e.  I w ould be  an entirely 
different person w ith out it -  and, I th ink , a m uch  
lesser one.  Every tim e  I get back  to Cam p, I feel m y 
better self renew ed.

I don’t rem em ber m y first few  Fam ily Cam ps as a 
baby, but it’s clear from  th e  ph otos th at I enjoyed 
m yself.  As a toddler, I spent at least one  w h ole cam p 
topless.  I w as be st friends w ith  a little boy w h o later 
brough t h is  ow n little friend to Cam p and brok e  m y 
h eart (w ell, tick ed m e  off anyw ay).  I w as intim ately 
fam iliar w ith  all th e  im portant parts of Cam p: th e  
clim bing set, th e  sw ings, th e  path  to th e  beach , th e  art 
room , th e  k ybos.  My dad w as th e  k ing of sw ingset 
ride s, purveyor of th e  fam ous Tornado.  I played h ard 
and h ad th e  w ind k nock ed out of m e  for th e  first tim e  
falling off th e  m onk ey bars into th e  sand – a terrifying 
but strangely exh ilarating experience.

Th ere  w ere  m any oth er firsts for m e  at Cam p, 
e specially since  I w as a H om esch ooling k id.  It w as th e  
first place I stayed w ith out m y parents for m ore  th an 
one  nigh t, for Junior Cam p.  Th ere, I also w ent to m y 
first dance  -  m y cabin-m ates even lent m e  lip gloss – 
and got m y first crush .  Cam p is w h ere  I learned to 
play badm inton (at age  10 m y serve w as dubbed “th e  
1000-w att serve”), soccer, Ultim ate, euch re, Speed, 

and all varietie s of W ink .  At age  11, for Talent Nigh t, 
I perform ed m y first self-ch oreograph ed dance  w ith  a 
dear friend – sh e  is  still m y dear friend today, and I’m  
still ch oreograph ing.  At Interm ediate  Cam p, I h ad m y 
first official boyfriend (w e  lasted 3.5 days) and 
subseq uently m y first k iss.  Cam p is th e  first place I 
ever slept under th e  stars, sk inny-dipped, cried for 
h appiness, fell in love.  Th e  th ings w e  do at Cam p are  
sim ple, universal th ings, but som e h ow  extraordinary 
w h en surrounded by th e  layers of beauty.

Beyond rites of passage, life  lessons are  eloq uently 
learned at Cam p.  As ch ild care  staff, I passed along to 
m y ch arges all th e  piggyback  and spinny ride s I’d  been 
given by m y m any Cam p parents.  As k itch en staff, I 
learned th at doing w ork  w ell is m uch  easier and m ore  
satisfying th an trying to avoid w ork .  I learned w h at it 
is to bond w ith  your friends – bond so th at you k now  
th at righ t th en, your friendsh ip is th e  be st and m ost 
im portant th ing in th e  w orld.  I learned th at w h en th e  
planets align just righ t, th ose  bonds can encom pass a 
w h ole group.  Th at even deep pain, suffered togeth er, 
h olds joy as w ell.  Th at given th e  righ t atm osph ere, w e  
can all access w ith in ourselves infinite  w ells of 
k indness, generosity, em path y, and love.

It seem s fitting th at last sum m er, on August 6th , I 
celebrated m y first w edding anniversary w ith  m y 
h usband at Cam p.  As you probably guessed, w e  can 
h ardly w ait to tak e  our ch ildren th ere  som eday, to 
begin th e ir sim ply extraordinary Cam p education.

Diana Sh e pard Ste ph e ns  is  a Young Adult 
Frie nd living in Gue lph , and a m e m be r of 

H am ilton M onth ly M e e ting.
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W h ere  are  our 
Joh n Woolm ans?

by Bob McInnes

I 'm  beginning to see  a rem ark able parallel 
betw een people's reaction to th e  revelation 
of clim ate  ch ange  causes and effects and a 

diagnosis of cancer. For th e  cancer patient th ere  is  
usually a period of denial, follow ed by a frantic 
search  for "cures", and ultim ately, in m ost cases, a 
re signation to one's fate.  In th e  exam ple of 
clim ate  ch ange, w h at is at stak e  for m ost people in 
North  Am erica is th e ir privileged w ay of life, 
dependent on h igh  energy use, h eavily  fossil fuel 
driven.  

Th ere  are  pow erful interests preach ing denial, 
including such  h eads of state  as George  W. Bush . 
Few  of us can really visualize  th e  drastic ch anges 
req uired in our life  styles to stop th e  h um an 
aggravation of th is trend. In George  Monbiot's 
"H eat: H ow  to Stop th e  Planet Burning", h e  
suggests "air travel w ill h ave to end, renew able 
energy sources -  but not nuclear ones -  w ill h ave 
to provide  all our pow er;  w h ile our h om es w ill be  
turned into insulated castles capable of 
w ith standing th e  m ost severe  m eteorological 
assaults". 

So are  Friends still in th e  denial stage? I fear 
so, e specially w h en I look  at  th e  organization of 
our Yearly Meeting.  It is largely dependent on th e  
jet plane to function. Efforts to curb  travel h ave 
been m inim al and insistance  on one  annual 
national gath ering continues. In reading a 
sum m ary of th e  C'n'R  report, I feel m ore  
furniture  sh uffling on our "Titanic" rath er th an 
any serious redirection.

I still h ave h opes th at Friends m igh t provide  
th e  spiritual leadersh ip th at a radical reorientation 
req uire s. W h ere  are  our Joh n Woolm ans?

Bob M cInne s  is  a m e m be r of Saanich  
Pe ninsula M onth ly M e e ting.

200 years of 
Abolition

by Monica W alters-Field

I  am  w riting to rem ind Friends of th e  upcom ing 
tw o h undredth  anniversary of th e  first significant 
legislation passed in th e  British  Parliam ent th at led 

to th e  abolition of slavery. 

O n March  25, 1807 a law  w as passed th at abolish ed 
th e  transatlantic transportation of Africans for slavery 
to British  Colonies. Th ough  th is legislation did not 
abolish  slavery, it w as an im portant first step to 
abolition.

It is im portant to note  th at individual Q uak ers in 
1688 in Germ antow n, Pennsylvania started w h at w as to 
becom e  th e  abolitionist m ovem ent by protesting th e  
notion am ong Friends and th e  w ider com m unitie s th at 
one  h um an be ing could ow n anoth er.  A cause  w h ich  
British  Q uak ers w ould continue  to ch am pion in 
parliam ent, 9  of th e  original 12 m em bers of th e  British  
Anti-Slavery Society be ing Friends.

Th ough  sadly th ere  is  no national platform  to 
com m em orate  th e  ending of th is tragic and unjust part 
of h istory, it is im portant to celebrate  th e  ending of th e  
slave trade  and to recognize  th e  brave contributions 
abolitionists, both  black  and w h ite, individual and 
groups, gave to th is end.  

As a descendant of th e  transported Africans and as 
a Q uak er, it is m y h ope  th at Friends w ill include  in th e ir 
plans events th at w ill not only com m em orate  th e  
anniversary of th e  end of th e  slave trade  but w ill also 
form ally and publicly recognize  th at th e  legacies of th e  
transatlantic slave trade  reverberate  still in term s of th e  
uneq ual treatm ent and discrim ination of people. 

I h ope  th is serves to open th e  door to 
contem plation, dialogue  and w orsh ip w ith in Month ly 
Meetings on th is m atter. 

M onica W alte rs - Fie ld is  a m e m be r of Toronto 
M onth ly M e e ting.
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In h is  Sw arth m ore  Lecture  (19 9 3), Sydney Bailey 
em ph asized th at as Q uak ers, w e  m ust recognize  
th at th e  road to peace  is a long one. According to 

Project Plough sh ares, in 2005 th ere  w ere  32 active 
arm ed conflicts around th e  w orld, th e  m ajority in 
Africa and Asia. Th is w as de spite  th e  fact th at since  
19 9 6, th e  sam e  num ber of conflicts h ad ended.

Alth ough  th e  im m ediate  th reat of a nuclear 
h olocaust  h as receded w ith  th e  collapse  of th e  Soviet 
Union, oth er types of w ar h ave proliferated: pow er 
struggles of eth no-religious and tribal groups 
re sponding to global forces, and reaction of m ajor 
pow ers to th e  th reats th e se  represent. Today, even th e  
use  of tactical nuclear w eapons, or oth er w eapons of 
m ass de struction, cannot be  ruled out, and space  
re search  continues to explore  th e  practical possib ilitie s 
of ballistic m issile defense  and offense.

From  Mach iavelli to Mussolini, from   Clausew itz 
to  Ch urch ill, from  H egel to H itler and from  
Th eodore  R oosevelt to George  W. Bush , w ar h as been 
regarded as a natural and necessary extension of 
diplom acy and politics, in pursuit of sovere ignty, and 
th e  defense  of national interests. For m any, w ar is 
even a m oral im perative; it is regarded as a righ teous 
pursuit of individual and collective destiny, a crucible 
th at form s a nation. Th e  US ‘w ar on terrorism ’ is  th e  
latest m anifestation of  th is.

Th e  United Nations h as e stablish ed various 
tribunals and th e  International Crim inal Court to 
investigate  crim es against h um anity. H ow ever, th e  
global com m unity h as not succeeded in fulfilling th e  
aspirations of th ose  w h o e stablish ed th e  United 
Nations after World W ar II, w h ich  w as to abolish  w ar 
as an instrum ent of policy altogeth er. 

Th ere  w ill be  no global security, and no peace  for 
th e  U.N. to k e ep, until steps are  tak en to de -m ilitarize  
th e  w orld system . Th e  U.N. Com m ission on Global 
Governance  in 19 9 5 proposed a de -m ilitarization fund 
to provide  assistance  to developing countrie s in 
reducing th e ir m ilitary com m itm ents. Eventually, th e  
arm s trade  m ust be  elim inated and m ade  extinct. Th e  

‘m ilitary- industrial com plex’, identified as a serious 
danger by President Eisenh ow er in 19 61, sh ould be  an 
anach ronism  in th e  21st century. 

Th e  contem porary global system  is in a state  of 
transition. Partly as a reaction against th e  th reatening 
nature  of rapid ch ange  and th e  insecurity generated, 
people are  reverting to old sources of collective 
identity and m oral support, including th ose  based on 
language, religion and territorial attach m ent. 
Nationalism , in w h atever form  it tak e s, peaceful or 
m ilitant, req uire s us to m ak e  a distinction betw een 
ourselves and th e  ‘oth ers’.  J.P. Sartre  said ‘L'enfer 
c'e st les autres’. It w ould be  fairer to say ‘L'enfer c'e st 
nous-m êm es’. We  m ak e  our ow n h ell h ere  on earth  
w h en w e  allow  our h um anity to be  over-ridden by 
Ballistic Missile D efense  tech nology, corporate  
econom ic interests, th e  de sire  to revenge  past 
atrocitie s, and m isguided efforts to overth row  
tyrannical regim es by m ilitary force. As Moh am m ed 
Elbarade i noted in h is  2005 Nobel Peace  Lecture, th e  
nations of th e  w orld are  spending $1 trillion annually 
on arm am ents, but only $80 b illion on aid to 
developing countrie s. Poverty rem ains one  of th e  
m ain root causes of violent conflict alth ough  th ere  
are  m any oth er contributing factors.

W h at can w e  as Q uak ers do to advance th e  cause  
of peace? We can lobby politicians,  i.e. “speak  truth  
to pow er”, alth ough  th ose  in pow er are  less inclined 
th an ever to listen. As individuals w e  can w itness by 
refusing to participate  in w ar and supporting th ose  
w h o re sist. We can refrain from  w ork ing or investing 
in com panies th at m anufacture  arm s. Som e  m ay 
decide  to w ith h old a proportion of th e ir taxes th at 
pay for th e  m ilitary. We can actively support th ose  
w h o are  w ork ing to assist th e  num erous refugees, 
displaced persons, th e  injured and th ose  traum atized 
by th e  w ars th at h ave ravaged th e ir country. Above all, 
w e  m ust m aintain and proclaim  our traditional “peace  
testim ony” w ith out discouragem ent.

Anth ony Rich m ond is  a m e m be r of Yonge  St. 
M onth ly M e e ting.

W ars and th e  Peace  Process
Anth ony H . R ich m ond
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W h en I sold m y h ouse  in Toronto and 
m oved to Manitoulin Island, I becam e  an 
Isolated Friend. Since  I w as serving on 

H om e  Mission and Advancem ent Com m ittee  
(H MAC), w h ich  h as a h istory of concern for Isolated 
Friends, I th ough t I w ould look  up som e  of th e  oth er 
Isolated Friends in m y new  “ne igh bourh ood.” Bette  
Logan, w h o re side s in Toronto but lik e s to travel, 
agreed to com e  w ith  m e.  It w as th e  fall of 2004, and 
in th e  north  one  pays attention to w eath er, e specially 
w h en w inter approach es. As it turned out, th e  snow  
found us, but th e  w arm th  and generosity of Friends 
w e  visited m ade  up for th e  w intery driving.

We h ad been able to reach  m ost of th e  people on 
our sm all contact list by ph one  and set up dates for 
our visits. O ur first stop w as th e  h om e  of K ath ie  
H orne  in Parry Sound. I h ad k now n K ath ie  w h en sh e  
w as active in Toronto Month ly Meeting and I look ed 
forw ard to see ing h er again. We h ad a w onderful visit, 
catch ing up and sh aring new s of Toronto Friends. 
Th e  day w e  visited h appened to be  K ath ie ’s b irth day, 
so w e  brough t a sugary cak e  and all ate  a b ig piece. We 
decided to get togeth er again, and I returned later th at 
sum m er for a serie s of Meetings for Worsh ip at 
K ath ie ’s h om e.  Th ough  a notice  in th e  local paper 
inviting inq uirers to join us didn’t stir any re sponses, I 
did get K ath ie  back  on th e  list to rece ive  Th e  
Canadian Friend and connected h er to a Friend from  
Toronto w h o visits Parry Sound regularly. 

After our visit in Parry Sound, Bette  and I 
continued north  to Sudbury. W h en w e  got to th e  city, 
th e  roads w ere  a slippery, slush y m ess. Th e  next 
m orning, a Sunday, th e  slush  h ad m elted and th e  sk ie s 
w ere  clear. We m ade  our w ay to th e  h om e  of an 
elderly w om an w h o w as one  of six rem aining 
m em bers of Canadian Yearly Meeting under th e  care  
of H MAC. I h ad arranged th at w e  w ould h old 
Meeting for Worsh ip w ith  h er. Later, over coffee, w e  
learned th at sh e  h ad w ork ed around th e  w orld for th e  
United Nations as a translator, and h ad com e  to 
Sudbury as a Professor at Laurentian University. We 
w ere  fascinated by th e  very interesting life  th is elegant 
w om an h ad led. Sh e  h ad joined Friends during th e  
Vietnam  w ar w h en teach ing in th e  United States. 

Bette  and I th en proceeded dow ntow n to m eet 
Joh n R uth erford and h is  partner D iana O ’D onnell, 
w h o ow n and operate  th e  Black  Cat, a cafe -book store  
in th e  centre  of Sudbury. We follow ed th e  couple to 
th e ir favourite  re staurant w h ere  th ey treated us to a 
very pleasant lunch . Joh n h as been a m em ber of Iow a 
City Meeting, but h ad not h ad tim e  recently for 
attendance  at Meeting for Worsh ip. H ow ever, th e  
couple and th e ir fam ily appreciate  be ing able to stay at 
Friends H ouse  w h en th ey are  in Toronto. We w ere  
engrossed in conversation w h en our h osts look ed out 
at th e  grey w eath er, com m enting th at it look ed lik e  
snow. Bette  and I set off w ith out delay on th e  tw o 
and a h alf h our journey to m y h om e.

It w as very good h aving Bette  w ith  m e, not only 
for th e  com panionsh ip, but for h er sh ared interest in 
everyone  w e  visited. We h ad lots of tim e  for 
conversation a day later as w e  drove to Sault Ste. 
Marie, a drive  of over four h ours from  m y h om e. As 
w e  drove farth er along th e  Trans Canada h igh w ay, 
snow  started to fall. Eventually w e  w ere  again in th e  
m iddle of a blizzard. Th at evening w e  carefully m ade  
our w ay to th e  h om e  of Patrick  Capper, anoth er 
Isolated Friend w h o h olds m em bersh ip under th e  
care  of H MAC. We th ink  h e  w as surprised to see  us 
m ak ing our w ay th rough  a snow storm  to visit h im . 
H e  w elcom ed us w arm ly h ow ever, explaining th at h e  
w as raised as a Q uak er in Britain and h ad w anted to 
retain tie s w ith  Friends, alth ough  th ere  h ad been no 
Meetings for Worsh ip in Sault Ste. Marie  for several 
years. H e  h ad com e  to th e  city originally as an 
engineer w ith  Algom a Steel, and w as about to retire. 
We w ere  interested to learn about h is enth usiasm  for 
pennyfarth ing cycles, and th at h e  h ad m et Jack  Sm it, a 
Friend living in Elliot Lak e, w h en preparing h ik ing 
trails. Snow  blew  around us th e  next m orning as Bette  
and I left Sault Ste. Marie, but by th e  tim e  w e  reach ed 
Manitoulin Island it w as clear again.

It h as been som e  tim e  since  w e  got togeth er, but 
as w inter arrives again I th ink  of th is first excursion 
to m eet som e  of m y new  “ne igh bours”. 

Jane  M acKay W righ t is  a m e m be r of Toronto 
M onth ly M e e ting.

Visiting Isolated Friends 
by Jane MacK ay W righ t, w ith  inspiration from  Fred H oltz
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Th e  Stick  in 
'Sm ail's Bundle

by Terron K . D odd

Tim buk tu is a city, and in com m on w ith  
citie s everyw h ere  it is full of noise, not 
of m ach inery, but of people w ork ing 

and playing and celebrating and arguing.   You 
don't h ave to go very far out into th e  de sert, 
th ough , before  you find a silence  so 
overw h elm ing th at few  people could fail to be  
aw are  of a presence  m uch  greater th an h um ans 
and all th e ir activitie s.   People w h o spend m uch  
tim e  in th e  de sert are  apt to th ink  a lot about 
God.

In th e  de sert to th e  north  of Tim buk tu, not 
too m any m iles distant and not alw ays in th e  
sam e  place, lives a Tuareg k e eper of flock s by 
th e  nam e  of 'Sm ail.  I th ink  h e  is  som e  k ind of 
relative by m y daugh ter's m arriage.  We  w ent to 
visit h im  w h ile I w as in Tim buk tu, m aybe  just 
to see  a real desert nom ad's cam p.  W h en w e  
got th ere  just h is  w ife  and daugh ter or 
granddaugh ter w ere  h om e.  W h en h e  arrived, 
h e  got out a sm all bundle of rolled up cloth  and 
opened it. Inside  w as a stick  h e  h ad cut 
som ew h ere  and k ept because  it h ad a m eaning 
to h im . It w as m aybe  3/4 inch  in diam eter and 
about ten inch e s long. Near one  end sm all 
branch es grew  out of it , but th ey curved back  
and, near th e  oth er end, w rapped th em selves 
around each  oth er and around th e  trunk  from  
w h ich  th ey grew. H e  said (th rough  tw o stages 
of interpretation), "Th is rem inds m e  of th e  
h um an race.  Th ey all started out from  th e  sam e  
beginning and m aybe  som eday th ey'll all get 
back  togeth er."

If only th e  leaders of nations h ad th e  
w isdom  of a desert sh eph erd w h o travels by 
cam el or by foot and cannot read nor w rite.

Te rron K. Dodd live s  ne ar W h ycocom agh , 
Nova Scotia. H is  m e m be rs h ip is  unde r th e  

care  of H M AC.

Faith  and Pratice  
Progress R eport 

From  Molly W alsh , Clerk

Th e  Faith  and Practice  D evelopm ent Com m ittee  h eld its 
Novem ber 2006 m eeting in O ttaw a, follow ing 
R epresentative Meeting.  O ur fifth  and final draft ch apter, 
"Faith ful Lives", is now  in th e  h ands of Month ly Meetings. 
Th e  com m ittee  eagerly aw aits your  re sponses to th is draft 
so w e  can prepare  our broch ure  for distribution at CYM in 
August.  Th e  deadline  for re sponses is  March  30, 2007.  As 
usual th e se  can be  subm itted by e -m ail or Canada Post (see  
addresse s below ). H ere  is  a list of th e  draft ch apters w h ich  
w ill m ak e  up th e  body of th e  book .
Faith  in Action (2002)
Foundations of Faith  (2003)
Th e  Meeting Com m unity (2004)
Th e  Lifelong Journey (2006)
Faith ful Lives (2007)

In th e  fall of 2007, th e  com m ittee  w ill review  th e  entire  
project and consider th e  addition of an introduction and a 
brief h istory of h ow  Canadian Yearly Meeting’s D iscipline  
h as evolved. D eterm ining th e  final sh ape  of th e  book  
(form at, graph ics, etc.) w ill be  our next great ch allenge. We 
are  excited by th e  progress w h ich  h as been m ade  and w e  are  
grateful for th e  k e en interest sh ow n by m any Meetings and 
individuals.

Addresse s for subm ission of m aterial and re sponses: 
E -m ail  zilli@ interpares.ca 
Post: D ana Mullen, # 2003-3360 South gate  R oad, O ttaw a, 
O N K 1V 9 A6   

Bible  Study, Busine ss Me e ting, Ch ildre n, Disce rnm e nt, 
Eq uity &  Dive rsity, Eth ics &  Ste w ardsh ip, Fam ily Life , 

Grie f &  H e aling, Grow ing Olde r, Living Our Faith , 
Marriage , Me e ting Com m unity, Ministry &  Elde rsh ip, 

Outre ach , Pe ace  &  Nonviole nce , Jails &  Justice , 
Quak e r H istory, Quak e rism , Se xuality/Se xual Eth ics, 
Sim plicity &  Ecology, Spiritual Grow th , Unive rsalism , 

W orsh ip, Religious Education.
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Torture
by Anne -Marie  Z illiacus

Torture  is a painful concern to m any Friends. 
W h en th e  Q uak er m ovem ent began in 
England in th e  17th  century, m any Q uak ers 

spent years in abom inable prisons rath er th an deny 
th e ir faith .  Th is h istory laid th e  basis of th e  Q uak er 
approach  and gives strength  to our w ork . 

Last year saw  th e  beginning of th e  Q uak er 
Initiative to end Torture.  In th e  m onth s since  th at 
founding conference, Friends all over th e  US h ave 
been doing public education on th e  topic of torture, 
tak ing leading parts in th e  dem onstrations to close  
Guantanam o and th e  Sch ool of th e  Am ericas (SO A), 
and w ere  very involved w ith  th e  dem onstrations on 
January 11th  against th e  policy announced by th e  
Am erican president to increase  troops in Iraq .

Th e  vast m ajority of Canadians are  also steadfastly 
opposed to torture, but th ey need to h ave a w ay to 
ensure  th at th is opposition strength ens Canada’s w eak  
com m itm ent to preventing torture.  It is untenable 
th at th e  Federal Court of Canada ruled in O ctober 
2006 th at it w as law ful for Mah oud Jaballah , one  of 
th e  m en detained on a security certificate  h ere  in 
Canada,  to be  denied protection as a refugee  even 
th ough  “th ere  is  th e  possib ility th at Mr. Jaballah  w ill 
be  subject to torture  or even th e  death  penalty if h e  
w ere  to return to Egypt,” and uph olding th e  statem ent 
by im m igration m inistry delegate  R .B. Th ornton th at 
th e  alleged “danger” th at Mr. Jaballah  is supposed to 
pose  to Canada “outw e igh s th e  risk … th at h e  faces 
upon rem oval to Egypt”.

It is up to all of us in Canada to look  at our ow n 
conscience  and ask  ourselves w h at w e  are  w illing to do 
to end th is h um an righ ts nigh tm are.  To h elp us, th ere  
w ill be  anoth er Q UIT conference, h osted by O ttaw a 
Month ly Meeting (w ith  funding from  Canadian 
Friends Service  Com m ittee  and th e  social justice  
organization Inter Pares) April 27th  to 28th   2007.  It 
w ill be  a call to Canadians to act to preserve, defend, 
m aintain and extend civil libertie s and h um an righ ts 
before  th ey disappear, before  th ey are  w h ittled aw ay 
increm entally.

Joh n Calvi, w h o is th e  m oving force  be h ind Q UIT, 

w ill be  th e  facilitator of th e  April conference  in 
O ttaw a.  H e  w ill be  joined by H ector Aristizabal, a 
Colom bian actor/psych ologist w h o is a survivor of 
torture.  H ector w ork s w ith  th e  Th eatre  of th e  
O ppressed and h as done  a lot of w ork  in opposing 
th e  SO A.  At th e  conference  h e  w ill perform  h is 
th eatrical play “Nigh tw ind”, w h ich  depicts th e  nigh t 
h is  life  w as forever ch anged by h is  capture, 
im prisonm ent and subseq uent torture  at th e  h ands of 
SO A graduates.

Each  of us h as an individual responsib ility to act 
to bring an end to torture.  We  need to counter th e  
rising com placency around torture  as w e  se e  m ore  and 
m ore  of it in m edia, w h ich  trivializes torture  and 
ignores th e  fact th at Canada is h olding people on 
security certificates and allow ing Canadian troops in 
Afgh anistan to transfer prisoners of w ar to th e  
Afgh an governm ent.  H ow  can w e  abolish  torture  
w h en it is se en as a form  of entertainm ent?  Utne 
R eader just publish ed an article on a virtual reprise  of 

Classifie ds
For rent in Argenta, BC.  In sm all h om e steading 
com m unity, near Argenta M eeting.  3-bedroom  h om e , 
w ood/electric h eat, garden, gre enh ous e , rootcellar, h ot 
tub, surrounded by fore st and m ountains .  $650/m o. 250-
366-4372.

M AKE FRIENDS, M AKE M USIC: Friends  M us ic 
cam p at Olney, age s  10-18. 2 or 4 w e e k  sum m er 
program  em ph as izing m us ical grow th , caring 
com m unity. For broch ure , video: FM C, PO  Box 427, 
Yellow  Springs , O H  45387, U.S.A.

Could you us e  old copie s  of Th e  Canadian Friend for 
outreach ?  W e h ave extra copie s  of som e  back  is sue s , 
and w e 'd be  h appy to s end you som e  if you h ave an 
outreach  idea th ey'd be  us eful for.  Contact Seán 
H enne s s ey at:
 cf-bus ine s sm anager@ q uak er.ca or Th e  Canadian 
Friend, Argenta, B.C. V0G 1B0
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Canadian Friends  
Service  Com m itte e  

Em ploym ent O pportunity
O ffice  Adm inistrator 

CFSC w ill be  s e e k ing a new  O ffice  
Adm inistrator (h alf-tim e  pos ition) in 2007, to 

start no later th an 30 Septem ber. Th e  pos ition is  
located in Toronto, ON.  Interview s  w ill lik ely 
be  in M ay. To rece ive an application pack age  
for th is  pos ition w h en available (lik ely end of 

M arch ), pleas e  em ail 
<personnel@ cfsc.q uak er.ca>

LO NG D ISTANCE 
CALLING.......

By Margaret Slavin

D o I h ave  to believe  in th e  pe ace  
te stim ony in orde r to be  a Frie nd?

Not according to our O rganization and Procedure. 
“Suitability for m em bersh ip is not determ ined by tests 
of creed or practice”, and “Unity is e ssential upon th e  
spiritual and practical nature  of Ch ristianity, th e  reality 
of direct divine  com m union in w orsh ip, and th e  
presence  of th e  Inner Ligh t, or th at of God, in 
everyone”. No m ention is m ade  of h aving to be  a 
pacifist before  you can be  a Friend. Pacifism  is a 
testim ony, or flow er, from  th e  root experience  of 
Inner Ligh t. Lik e  all our testim onies, it is a discovery, 
and needs to be  rediscovered and re -ow ned by each  
individual and each  generation. At present m any 
Friends are  engaged in reflection on “R esponsib ility to 
Protect”. Friend D ick  Preston in a discussion paper 
ask s anguish ed q uestions: “Is th e  categorical denial of 
th e  use  of w eapons, by anyone, a w ith draw al from  th e  
contem porary w orld, in principled h opes th at th e  
de stroyers and th e  survivors w ill som e h ow  be  led to 
listen m ore  effectively to th e  divine? W h at of th e  
m illions of victim s? Are  th ey loved, but w orth  less 
th an our abstract principles of utter non-violence?” 
Can arm ed intervention, th en, ever be  righ t? O r is th is 
just one  m ore  w ay of avoiding th e  h ard w ork  of 
w aging peace? Societie s break  dow n w h en th ere  is  not 
enough  justice : food, sh elter, h ope  and re spect. 
Friends h ave noted th e  recent difficult declaration of 
th e  Mennonite  Central Com m ittee : “We w ill not call 
for h um anitarian m ilitary intervention. … We w ould 
rem ain silent, not to disengage  or avoid action or to 
legitim ate  violence, but in recognition of th e  tragic 
and am biguous nature  of th e  situation.” (Peace  O ffice  
New sletter, Vol. 36, No. 3) Th e  closest w e  Friends 
h ave com e  to th is is  th e  line  in th e  peace  statem ent 
approved last August th at says: “Military solutions 
sim ply do not w ork .” Th e  peace  testim ony is not a 
“belief” but an ongoing spiritual struggle, m ade  
sh arper by th e  terrible conflicts of our tim e.

Do you h ave  a q ue stion? Se nd it to 
w rite aw ay@ ne xicom .ne t or m ail to 206 
Pe rry St., Pe te rborough  ON K9 J 2J2.

th e  Stanley Milgram  O bedience  Experim ents, w h ich  
ask ed students to control torture  on a person in 
anoth er room , not k now ing th at th e  torture  w as fak ed. 
Apparently virtual torture  experiences lik e  th e  ones in 
th e  new  study can lead to th e  sam e  k ind of traum a 
th at participants in th e  original study underw ent.  

Th e  April conference  w ill be  an opportunity for 
Friends to com e  togeth er to w ork  on th is issue  along 
w ith  people from  oth er faith  com m unitie s, people 
w h o w ork  in social justice  organizations, and students. 
As Q uak ers, th e  abolition of torture  is a spiritual 
concern, not just a political action, and w e  w ill h ave to 
be  in it for th e  long h aul, k now ing th at it could tak e  as 
long as th e  w ork  to abolish  slavery.  Th is conference  
w ill concentrate  on th e  spiritual base  w e  need to 
sustain th is w ork , th e  h ard w ork  of addressing th e  
w orst parts of our h um anity.  Torture  cannot be  
condoned.

For m ore  inform ation on th e  April Q UIT 
conference  in O ttaw a, contact Anne-Marie  Z illiacus.

Anne - M arie  Z illiacus  is  a m e m be r of O ttaw a 
M onth ly M e e ting.

O ur th ank s  to Sue Dym ent for th e  colum n logo.
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Com ing Togeth er as 
Friends

by R ose  Mae H ark ness

"Prayer ..... Spiritual Pow er" w as th e  th em e  of th e  
St. Law rence  Fall R egional Gath ering h eld O ctober 13-
15 at W aupoos Farm , near O ttaw a. Friends from  
Montreal, Th ousand Islands, Peterborough  and 
O ttaw a attended. Th e  program m e  developed by 
Th ousand Islands Meeting perm itted us to explore  
togeth er various form s of prayer.

O n Saturday m orning, a form  of body prayer 
(called paneurh yth m y) w as led by R osem arie  
McMech an. Th is form  of dancing prayer, developed in 
Bulgaria, continues to gath er several th ousand dancers 
each  sum m er to a m ountain setting for a joyful 
celebration of life. It w as raining, so w e  h ad to enjoy 
life  inside  th e  lodge  at W aupoos. Follow ing a period of 
silent w orsh ip, Bert H orw ood introduced an exercise  
in w h ich  w e  look ed at our inh ib itions and re servations 
about prayer. Bert also led us in a m editation 
w ork sh op based on R ex Am bler’s book , “Ligh t to Live 
By” (available at Q uak er Book  Service). Bert w as also 
re sponsible for tw o labyrinth s set up at W aupoos and 
an introduction to using th em  as a form  of 
prayer/m editation.

After a sh ared lunch , w e  h ad a ch oice  of a 
labyrinth  w alk , w orsh ip sh aring on prayer or a 
discussion on em erging form s of prayer w ith  Jean 
D ean. All of th e se  periods w ere  a blessing w h ich  w e  
brough t to our business m eeting in th e  late  afternoon. 
O ne  item  of business w as an update  from  th e  
McMech ans on projects w h ich  Canadian Friends h ave 
supported in Uganda. Th is year th e  tw o Friends 
ch urch e s in Uganda h ave form ed th e  Ugandan Friends 
Service  Com m ittee, som eth ing th e  McMech ans h ave 
encouraged in th e ir w ork  w ith  Ugandan Friends.

Before  supper w ith  th e  local R om an Cath olics w h o 
m eet for a m ass at W aupoos on Saturday afternoon, 
w e  sh ared in a com m unity vocal prayer for h ealing led 
by Marguerite  K luensch . In th e  evening Steve Fick  
h elped us to experience  th e  spiritual benefits of beauty 
and w onder in singing ch ants, several of th em  w ritten 
by Bev Sh epard of H am ilton Month ly Meeting. Th is 

led to th e  singing of rounds in both  Latin and 
English . As several of us prepared to return to 
O ttaw a, th ose  rem aining for th e  Sunday program m e  
w ere  busy rearranging ch airs for circle dancing. 

W h ile th e  adults h ad enjoyed a day of spiritual 
refresh m ent, th e  ch ildren w ere  involved w ith  a 
num ber of adults in a variety of activitie s too. Th e  
food for th e  w ee k - end w as coordinated by Montreal 
Friends (it w as delicious!) w h ile Carol D ixon did th e  
registration -   very efficiently! All in all, th is gath ering 
w as a h appy, spiritually deepening tim e. I w as 
im pressed by th e  generosity of spirit of all w h o 
contributed to m ak e  it a very w orth w h ile experience  
for Friends.

Rose  M ae  H ark ne ss  is  a m e m be r of O ttaw a 
M onth ly M e e ting.

Fall R epresentative 
Meeting

by Carol Bradley

Friends from  Meetings across Canada 
gath ered in O ttaw a to conduct th e  
business of Canadian Yearly Meeting, in 

th e  first of its tw o m eetings betw een se ssions of 
CYM as a w h ole. In attendance  w ere  
representatives from  m ost Meetings, and from  
m ost Com m ittees. Susan Stevenson as Clerk  
h elped us consider feedback  to th e  Consultation 
and R enew al Com m ittee  about th e  interim  
recom m endations th at affect R epresentative 
Meeting. O th er im portant m atters included 
privacy issues concerning Minutes and m ailing 
lists, and announcem ent of a new  draft ch apter of 
Faith  and Practice  for March . We w ere  rem inded 
th at th e  Youth  Program  for CYM 2007 in 
W indsor, Nova Scotia, is in need of an overall 
coordinator. We com pleted our agenda on 
Saturday and m et w ith  O ttaw a Month ly Meeting 
in w orsh ip on Sunday m orning. Sincere  th ank s 
w ere  expressed for O ttaw a’s w onderful h ospitality, 
as dates w ere  set for m eeting in H am ilton May 4 
to 6, 2007.  Please  se e  th e  R epresentative from  
your Meeting for details on th e se  and oth er issues.
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(R eport from  th e  w ee k end consultation of 
Em erging Gifts, sponsored by th e  Travelling 
Ministrie s Program  of Friends General Conference, 
and h eld in Pittsburgh , PA, Novem ber 10-12, 2006)

In term s of th e  purpose  of th is w ee k end, if it w as 
to com e  up w ith  w isdom , I th ink  w e  fell sh ort. If it 
w as to open a line  of th ink ing and som e  dialogue, it 
w ork ed. H ere  are  som e  underlying ideas th at e ith er 
brough t about th e  consultation or w ere  brough t up 
during it:
1. Everyone  h as gifts.
2. People’s gifts are  not be ing used for th e  service  of 
th e ir Meetings. Too often th ey are  lying dorm ant.
3. Th e  re sponsib ility for nam ing and nurturing gifts 
ultim ately falls on th e  Meeting.
4. Th ere  w as a desire  for Meetings to provide  
accountability for people developing th e ir gifts.
5. In order to do th e se  th ings w e  need stronger 
Meeting com m unitie s.

D iscerning gifts: Everyone  h as gifts th at th ey bring 
to th e ir Meetings, w h eth er it is be ing confrontational 
or a good listener, or perh aps it’s a gift for w ork ing 
w ith  ch ildren. It can h elp, e specially if a person in 
Meeting or in your life  in general, is annoying you, to 
look  at th e ir be h aviour as a gift. It k e eps your vision 
fresh  and your h eart open if you do th is. It w as often 
said during th e  consultation th at everyth ing w as a gift. 
But if everyth ing is a gift, w h ere  is  th e  role of 
eldering? And h ow  can w e  discern w h at is appropriate  
be h aviour?

Nam ing gifts: O nce  you genuinely do see  th e  
person’s be h aviour as a gift, or perce ive  th e  gift in it, it 
is h elpful to tell th em  th is. E.g. You h ave a gift of 
presence,” rath er th an, “W h y don’t you ever give  vocal 
m inistry?” W h en Meeting nam es and nurtures gifts, 
people h ave m ore  support in developing th e ir gifts for 
service  to th e  Society. 

Apparently th ere  is  a Friends’ tradition of form ally 
nam ing gifts, w ith  th e  m ost attention h aving been 
given to nam ing th e  gift of vocal m inistry. Th e  gift, 
w h atever it is, in th is tradition w ould be  
consecrated— a form  of tak ing it seriously— and th ere  

h as been a tradition of releasing Friends to live into 
th is gift, of eldering Friends w h o are  perce ived to not 
be  m ak ing space  for th e  care  of th e ir gift, and so on. 

Som e of th is form ality, or m ost of it, feels 
fore ign, and perh aps needs to be  treated w ith  caution. 
Everyone  h as gifts— everyone  is called into th is life  to 
live out som e  th ings w e  need to do. Let’s not get too 
m uch  ego involved h ere  and let’s not run aw ay from  
ch allenges e ith er. Let’s stay steady and on course, and 
let’s h elp one  anoth er to do th at, w h eth er individually 
or as a com m unity. Anoth er w ord for th is is  sim ply 
respect. 

Nom inating Com m ittee  and be ing approach ed by 
sam e : H ere, th ree  th ings com e  into play:
1. filling slots
2. discerning and nam ing gifts
3. ack now ledging leadings

Nom inating com m ittees need to get to k now  
people and try to m atch  up gifts and positions, 
encouraging th e  fainth earted but re specting th ose  
w h o h ave th e  gift but no sense  of leading for 
particular w ork . Th ere  is  no sh am e  in e ith er leaving a 
position unfilled or in a person’s deciding to tak e  a 
job because  “som ebody h as to do it.” In th e  latter 
case, if th e  person h as a strong leading (passion?) to 
h ave th at program  go forw ard, th ey m ay w ell accept a 
tedious piece  of it and do it w ith  joy because  it 
advances th e  larger cause. 

It w as said at th e  consultation th at w e  cannot 
nam e  gifts if w e  don’t k now  one  anoth er. I m ust say 
th at I th ink  m any Young Friends don’t feel lik e  th ey 
are  really active participants in th e ir m eeting 
com m unitie s. W h en w e  grow  up in a m eeting, w h at 
are  w e  grow ing into? Is it really a corporate  faith  
com m unity? Th e  idea th at th e  role of our m eetings is 
to support our individual spiritual path s is  becom ing 
m ore  and m ore  prevalent. I suspect th is is  related to 
our reluctance to provide  accountability for our gifts: 
“You h ave your ow n spiritual path . I don’t w ant to 
im pose  anyth ing on you.” I suspect th is is  also related 
to Young Friends not feeling connected w ith  th e ir 
Meetings. 

Em erging Gifts
by Peter Stevenson and Margaret Slavin



M arch  2007 - Th e  Canadian Friend32 

Book  R eview s
Th e  Ursula Frank lin R e ade r: Pacifism  as  a Map
Auth or: Ursula M. Frank lin
Publis h e r: Be tw e e n th e  Line s , Toronto, 2006 
(370 page s)

Th e s e  as s em bled w ritings  on pacifism  
reflect Ursula Frank lin's  Quak er faith  and 
practice , creative problem -solving s k ills, and 
h e r life  experience s  as  a scientist, educator, 
citizen and h um anitarian. 

Follow ing a very length y introduction 
w h e re in M ich elle Sw enarch uk  s e e k s  to 
illum inate th e  principles  th at inform  th e  
auth or's  alternative projection of th e  w orld, 
th e  book  is  divided into four m ain parts . It 
encom pas s e s  a total of 40 articles , including 
unpublis h ed papers  and m anuscripts , as  w ell 
as  previously publis h ed m aterial. Th e s e  are  
follow ed by a special s ection called "From  
Ursula's  book s h elf" w ith  a list of "th e  book s  
w ith  all th e  m ark s  and slips  stick ing out— th e  
w ork s  m uch  consulted and ch eck ed." 

In true  Quak er style, th e s e  articles , w h ich  
feature  Ursula's  fem inist, environm entalist, 
pacifist, and creative social th ink ing, alw ays  
bring th e  focus  back  to th e  individual rath er 
th an leaving it to th e  experts  and th e  
politicians . 

H e r analys is , ins igh ts , and pertinent 
q uerie s  h elp us  find a m ore  pacifist direction 
at th is  tim e  of living in "violence as  an 
environm ent." Sh e  fe els th e  ne ed for 
com m unity, and for clarity of vis ion and 
k now ledge, are  bas ic tools in follow ing such  a 
direction. 

H e r advice  for a pos s ible new  order h as  a 
focus  on education, re s earch  and planning. It 
is  bas ed on citizen politics , th e ir definition 
and ch aracter, and th e  im portant difference s  
betw e en th em  and th e  politics  of political 
partie s . Sh e  w rite s , "Th e s e  years  also 
convinced m e  th at all citizens , but particularly 
th os e  w h o w ant to ch allenge th e  status  q uo, 

ne ed a soph isticated pedagogy, appropriately 
fas h ioned and taugh t w ith in th e  full context 
of a tech nological society …  If a society is  to 
m ove tow ards  peace  and greater social 
justice , w e  ne ed corre sponding m oves  in th e  
prioritie s  of education and re s earch ." 

O ne article, "Speak ing truth  to planning" 
w as  first publis h ed in Friends  Journal in 
19 78, after h e r talk  at Friends  General 
Conference . It is  one  th at h as  a bas is  of 
h aving pacifist-m inded citizens  h elp s h ape  
th e  politics  of th e  place s  in w h ich  th ey live, 
and rem inds  us  "th at planning is  one  of th e  
arm s  of pow er, reach ing into th e  future  …  
convinced th at it is  pos s ible to develop a non-
violent approach  to planning …  m ak ing plans  
th at do not re sult in oppre s s ion, th at do not 
violate th e  spiritual or political fre edom  of 
oth ers". 

Th is  book  doe s  act as  a m ap, filled as  it is  
w ith  page after page of articulate plans  on 
h ow  and w h y pacifism  can w ork , and h ow  
and w h y w e  m ust pers evere  in th is  direction. 
"W h at doe s  it tak e , not to avoid w ar, but to 
prom ote peace? ... H ow  doe s  one  m ove 
tow ards  justice? Step by bloody sm all step." 

Ursula Frank lin's  fire  and enth us iasm , 
along w ith  h e r articulation of th e  sm all steps , 
can w ell s erve as  an enrich ing guidebook  for 
activists . I encourage everyone w h o h as  ever 
cons idered pacifism  as  a pos s ible m ap to a 
saner future  to read th is  rich  collection. 

R eview  by June Etta Ch enard, Pelh am  
Executive Meeting
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New  to Q BS

Th e  follow ing titles h ave been added to our 
stock .  For a com plete  listing of Q BS book s, 
se e  our 2006-2007 Q uak er Book  Service  

Catalogue, w h ich  w as included in th e  July 2006 
edition of Th e  Canadian Friend and is also available 
on th e  CYM w ebsite, w w w.q uak er.ca/q bs.

Th e  Ursula Frank lin R eader: Pacifism  as a Map by 
Ursula Frank lin (Betw een th e  Lines, Toronto, 2006). 
H ere  are  com pre h ensive  talk s on peace, tech nology, 
w om en’s issues and education, draw n from  over forty 
years of re search  and training by a leading Canadian 
Q uak er, ph ysicist, Massey lecturer, and Pearson Medal 
of Peace  recipient, w ith  a w ide  back ground 
introduction by Mich elle Sw enarch uk , th e  Executive 
D irector of th e  Canadian Environm ental Law  
Association. (Ed: See  full review  in th is issue) ($24.9 5)

Th e  Q uak er Bible R eader edited by Paul Buck ley 
and Steph en W. Angell (Earlh am  Sch ool of R eligion 
Publications, R ich m ond, Indiana, 2006). A book  for 
Friends, as Paul Buck ley says in h is  Introduction, on 
“h ow  to read th e  Bible…Th ere  just isn’t one  w ay for a 
Q uak er to read scripture… Th e  R eligious Society of 
Friends h as spaw ned a w ide  variety of 

approach es…outw ardly different, but each  firm ly 
rooted in Q uak er Faith  and Practice.” Th irteen 
ch apters present penetrating interpretations by a 
range  of Q uak er-related auth ors, from  D on Sm ith , an 
astroph ysicist, to Janet R oss, a H ebrew  sch olar and 
professor of th eology and com parative religion, now  
teach ing at McMaster University in H am ilton, 
O ntario (29 0 pp; $29 .9 0)

Th e  Mystery of Q uak er Ligh t by Peter Bien 
(Pendle H ill Pam ph let 384, 2006). Peter Bien explores 
th e  th eology and poetry of Friends’ favorite  religious 
sym bol. Ligh t h as been th e  central m etaph or in 
religious lives and w orsh ip th rough out th e  ages (30 
pp; $7.50)

Portrait in Grey: A Sh ort H istory of th e  Q uak ers 
by Joh n Punsh on (Q uak er Book s, London, 2006). 
Th is is  a revised edition of a popular study of th e  
distinctive h istory and w ay of life  of Q uak ers, as th e  
R eligious Society of Friends developed and expanded 
around th e  w orld, and it describes h ow  Friends h ave 
contributed to intellectual, business and social life. 
(320 pp; $30.00)
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Acros s
1. Th e  m ost bilingual province
3. O ur anglicized Berlin
4. Exporter of som e  Currys?
5. Teutonic
7. M anila's  islands
9 . Form er York
10. Th e  peaceful ocean
11. Satiric slogan: As  _ _ _ _ _  as  
pos s ible under th e  
circum stance s
13. So nice  th ey nam ed it tw ice
14. W h ere  you'd find th e  
Tricolore
17. Fam ed for reggae
19 . Country w ith  th e  m ost 
Quak ers
20. Large prairie s
23. O riginal Yearly M eeting in 
Europe
24. Th e  only peninsula in 
CYM
25. Federalist Alexander or 
Sk ater Scott
26. W h ere  th e  k angaroos  
roam , and th e  q uoll and th e  
bandicoots  play
27. Stok er of Flam e s
28. Large st city in th e  am ericas
29 . Ch illy cre e k
32. Th e  sm aller ch ina
33. Type of saddle
34. Not South ern
36. Bujam bura is  it's  capital
38. Evere st co-ow ner
39 . Spanis h  savior
41. "City of Ch am pions"
43. Sm allest of th e  great lak e s
44. Scattergood territory
46. After England, but before  
underpants
47. R iver in "H eart of 
Dark ne s s"
50. Delaw are  city
52. M ountain Gorilla h ideout
53. Updated Albion
54. Country th at invented $5 bills?
56. Surrounds  Colum bus
57. Cook 's  succe s sor
58. Variety of ink
60. Elizabeth  Gray Vining's  m ost fam ous  
teach ing job w as  h e re .
61. Europe's  m ost peopled island (s h ort form )
62. Inca centre
63. Victoria's  Bytow n
64. Setting of "Th e  M os q uito Coast"
65. AKA New  Z ealand

Dow n
2. Birth place of dynam ite
4. Olde st M eeting in Canada
5. Belize  Ne igh bour
6. Do th e  Quak ers  h e re  all live in La Paz?
8. City of broth erly love
12. H yundai h om e
15. Silver to Cicero
16. Th e  prairie  state

18. Angry country?
21. State once called "a valley of h um ility 
betw e en tw o m ountains  of conce it"
22. W h ere  O range is  popular
27. In th e  m iddle of th ings
28. W h ere  Quak ers  found th e  cloud fore st
30. W h ere  Sm urfs  cam e from
31. Com e s  before  baby bears  B and C?
34. O bstacle betw e en North  Am erica and Japan
35. H om e  to Kh m ers
37. Betw een th e  range s
40. Big nam e in dre s s ing
42. Low er th an 56 acros s
45. CYM 's  valley
48. Country fam ous  for its  spam
49 . W h ere  Z anzibar m oved to
51. Source  of th e  Nile
55. Th e  longe st stre et
59 . It is  often bak ed

Created by Puzzlem ak er at 

DiscoverySch ool.com

All the answers refer to either Meetings in Canada, Yearly Meetings abroad, or countries where Friends live. Warning: This puzzle may contain really 
bad puns. Those with an allergy to in-jokes may wish to consult their physicians first.

W h ere  th e  Friends Are
For a h int, look  at th e  bottom  of th e  page. Answ ers w ill appear in th e  next issue.

Quak er Trivia
1. W h at is  th e  Norw egian Quak er s e rvice  
organization called?
2. From  w h at independant M eeting did 
Friends  com e to Canada to found H alcyonia 
M onth ly M eeting?
3. W h at's  th e  activity referred to as  "Waiting 
upon th e  Lord" now  com m only called?
4. W h ich  m onth  w as  1st m onth  to th e  early 
Friends?
5. W h at province h as  a h ock ey team  called 
th e  Quak ers?

Answ ers  on page 37
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AR O UND  TH E FAMILY

Young Friend Updates 
(com piled by K atrina McQ uail)

Ch ris Abbott is living on Saltspring Island in BC 
(along w ith  Corey and K evin), and is finish ing h is  last 
year of h igh  sch ool and considering h is  options for 
next year. K evin Abbott is in grade  7, loving playing 
football and getting used to th e  island life. Corey 
Abbott is in h igh  sch ool and continuing to create  
beautiful th ings out of all sorts of m aterial -  paper, 
beads, etc. Ayesh a Am in is at Long Island U, in NY, 
studying International Studie s and French . Plans to 
graduate  in '09 .

D on Bow yer is living in Toronto, w ondering w h at 
com es next. Marcus Bow yer w as h ired by th e  O PP in 
Septem ber (look  out O ntario) and is m arrying Tanya 
Altm an in O ctober 2007. Ch ris Bow yer is living in 
Leam ington, O N, w ork ing in gree h ouses and 
attending a Unitarian Ch urch . Teresa Bow yer is 
studying Art and English  at Concordia University in 
Montreal. Colin Brisco is living in New foundland; 
graduated from  th e  adventure  tourism  program  at 
College of th e  North  Atlantic, starting a b ik e  sh op 
(Cycle Solutions) w ith  a coffee  sh op in Corner Brook . 
K ofi Brough ton is  living in O ttaw a, in h is  last year of 
H S, planning on going to university for Bioch em isty 
or K inesiology. Julianna Buck  is living and w ork ing in 
Toronto. Engaged and getting m arried in O ctober 
2007.

Eth an Ch iddick s h as invented a tim e  m ach ine  and 
is now  w ork ing on a garlic press th at isn't im possible 
to clean. Elias Ch iddick s is  finish ing h igh  sch ool next 
year and th ink ing about h is post- secondary options. 
Grace  Colem an is in h er th ird year at U. W isconsin, 
studying International Studie s and Psych ology. 
Work ing on th e  side. Justin Coutts is living in 
Sparta/Guelph , w ork ing on h is GED. Melissa Curtis 
is  k ick ing it in Sparta. Finish ing up h igh  sch ool, 
planning on attending Guelph  University in th e  fall.

R ace D 'Atri is  going to sch ool in Toronto and 
living in a trailer. Sarah  D ick  is  living in Calgary, tak ing 
th e  Education program m e  at th e  U th ere. Scott is in 

Edm onton doing a fine -w ood-w ork ing program  so 
th ey are  doing th e  long distance  th ing! Nath an D ick  is  
living in Calgary com pleting h is degree  in com puter 
science. Caitlin D ick  is  active playing bask etball and 
attending Lak eland College in Lloydm inister, AB. Ben 
D orm an is living in Montreal, getting into th e  acting 
and snow  boarding scene.

Sam  Egan-Sh eardow n is living in R ich m ond H ill, 
attending th e  Toronto W aldorf Sch ool. R ach el Egan-
Sh eardow n is in h er first year of H S at th e  Toronto 
W aldorf Sch ool.

Galen Fick  is  going to U of Guelph , playing and 
coach ing w ater-polo am ong oth er th ings. R eyk ia Fick  
graduated from  Trent in '06, in International 
D evelopm ent Studie s and International Political 
Econom y, about to start traveling around Central 
Am erica w ith  h er sister Lilia. Lilia Fick  graduated 
from  th e  Meeting Sch ool (H S).

Gabriel Gosselin is studying Com m unication 
Studie s and Com puter Science  at Concordia 
University in Montreal. K elly Grah am  is in h er last 
year at Westtow n H S, in Pennsylvania. K endra 
Grah am  is attending Aldersh ot H S, w ork ing at Tim  
H ortons and figure  sk ating a lot.

Marik a H aspeck  is  w ork ing at th e  K elow na Motor 
Inn, h eavily involved in all aspects of th eatre  (sets, 
re h earsing, etc), planning to go to U of A in 
Edm onton in th e  fall for a conjoined BMus and BEd. 
D aph ne  H em ily is going to sch ool in Montreal, doing 
h er usual 100,000 th ings w h ile be ing am azing. Julie  
H em ily is w ork ing on an upper-class h orse  farm  in 
th e  m iddle of now h ere, near O ttaw a. Etienne  
H ennessey-Lem ieux just got back  from  BC, look ing 
for a job to support h is  travelling h abit. D eclan H ill 
w ill soon com plete  h is  Ph D  at O xford and w ill be  
publish ing a book  based upon h is w ork . K ath erine  
H ope  is living in Vernon and preparing for an 
extended trip dow n to New  Z eland to w ork  and visit 
w ith  relatives. Liam  H usk  is  living in O ttaw a. Jesse  
H usk  is  living in London, doing h er m asters in 
Psych ology???
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R ebecca Ivanoff graduated from  University of 
Guelph  in anth ropology and ecology, living in 
R ich m ond H ill and w ork ing at a vet clinic, w h ile 
w ondering h ow  best to h elp out in th is w orld. 
H annah  Ivanoff is attending University of Guelph , 
living w ith  great h ousem ates and studying 
International D evelopm ent. Ben Ivanoff is living in 
R ich m ond H ill, is in Grade  10 at th e  Toronto 
W aldorf Sch ool, playing lots of m usic (bass and 
piano).

R avi Josh i is  living and w ork ing in Guelph  (w ith  
Grayden), doing com puter and w eb  stuff. ND P!

Ch ris K ing is living in Toronto, going to h igh  
sch ool. Maggie  K nigh t is serving on Cam p 
Com m ittee  w h en funds allow  h er to m ak e  th e  tre k  
out, and is th e  gram m ar q ueen w h o needs to be  
prodded to rem em ber to do anyth ing for Sporadical. 
Facing th e  ch allenge of grade  12 academ ics com bined 
w ith  too m any extracurriculars- -yearbook , ch oir, 
soccer, and lots and lots of environm ental and social 
justice  activism . O h , and university and sch olarsh ip 
applications. Matt K re h er just cam e  back  from  
Guatem ala. Studying Ph ysiology and Psych ology at 
th e  U of Western O ntario, living in London. Sarah  
K re h er just cam e  back  from  Guatem ala. Sh e's in h er 
senior year at North  Toronto Collegiate  Institute  
(H S). Jordan K rugel is living in Toronto, attending 
George  Brow n.

Grayden Laing is living and doing h is art in 
Guelph . Ch eck  out h is w ebsite. LN Laing is living 
w ith  h er longtim e  boyfriend in th e  Western United 
States. Elizabeth  Lam m e is in h er last year studying 
Psych ology at SUNY Genesco, w ork ing as a 
D om estic Violence  Program  Assistant. Justin Lew is is  
in h is  first year at U Louisiana, w ork ing at a ritzy 
re staurant.

Erin McD ougall is in h er first year at th e  Earlh am  
Sch ool of R eligion, nurturing h erself. Em ily 
McD ougall is finish ing up h er university degree, 
dream ing about/planning travel and exploring th e  
joys of textiles (k nitting, sew ing, etc). K atrina 
McQ uail is living in R ich m ond, IN. Graduated from  
Earlh am  (Business and Non-profit Managem ent), 
w ork ing as th e  assistant to th e  President of Earlh am . 
R ach el McQ uail is just finish ing up at U W aterloo, 
engaged to R obin Sanders, w edding set for June 2008. 

Th ink ing about w h at sh e  w ants to be  doing next. 
D oug Morris is  living in Toronto.

Sara Nasr is th e  new  Assistant R esident Friend at 
Toronto Meeting's Friends H ouse.

Maureen Pauly-H ubbard is at U W isconsin, 
studying English , Psych ology and R eligious Studie s. 
Planning to Graduate  in '09 . H elen Pauly-H ubbard is 
attending O lney Friends Sch ool in O h io, doing 
gym nastics and playing cello! Em m a Pauly-H ubbard 
is in h er first year at Beloit College, m ajor undeclared. 
Lily Pepper is studying Ph ilosoph y at McGill 
University. Anna Peters Weh k ing is back  from  British  
Colum bia, th ink ing about next steps.  Luc Peters 
Weh k ing is in H am ilton, busy be ing a pool boy. 
Francis Prescott is attending th e  U of Guelph , 
studying Political Science  and Psych ology. W ill 
Prescott is living in Guelph . D avid Purk is is  going to 
York  University, look ing at Mass Com m unications. 
Th ink ing about tak ing a year off to travel.

MacK enzie  R ing graduated from  U of W indsor in 
Th eatre, is  currently traveling th e  w orld. Alec R ing is 
going to R yerson, studying Engineering. Jon R ossiter 
is engaged and is doing th e  Co-op program  in 
Mech anical Engineering at U of W aterloo.

Justin Sainsbury is living in Guelph , finish ing up 
h igh  sch ool. Ben Sh epard is living in New  Brunsw ick , 
loves th e  ocean and nature  (goes on h ik e s to clim b 
rock s, w atch  tides and seabirds, etc.), is in th e  
construction business but h opes for a ch ange; h e  is  a 
w ebsite  de signer but h asn't got h is business up and 
running. Em ily Sh epard is about to tak e  an advanced 
course  in teach ing English  as a fore ign language, 
w h ich  sh e  h as already done, including a year in Japan; 
sh e 's presently living in H am ilton and w ork ing for th e  
O ntario Ministry of Labour, w h ere  sh e  is  greatly 
appreciated; sh e 's very involved in local 
environm ental groups and loves to k nit. D iana 
Sh epard and Sean are  h appily m arried and celebrated 
th e ir first anniversary at Cam p; sh e 's teach ing French  
in th e  elem entary panel for th e  Upper Grand R iver 
Board of Education but h opes to get a secondary 
posting for next year; sh e  is  in a belly-dancing troupe; 
Sean is a m anager at Ch apters; th ey live in Guelph  
and love it. Beth  Sh epard w ork s at a bak ery in 
Guelph  w h ich  as m uch  as possible use s organic, local 
or fair-traded, w h ole grain and natural foods; sh e  
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lives in a little h ouse  w ith  a co-w ork er and trie s to get 
in som e  art (a long-tim e  love) and croch eting w h en 
sh e  can; sh e  sings in a ch am ber ch oir and h as also 
done  belly-dancing. Nori Sinclair is attending Mt. 
R oyal College in Calgary, h oping to pursue  a degree  
in Journalism /Com m unication Studie s. Living in rez, 
but intends to find an apartm ent for th e  fall. W ill 
lik ely be  h om e  (Nanaim o, BC) for part of th e  
sum m er. W ants to finish  a degree  in a few  years and 
longing to travel m ore. Calgary is cold, btw... Am y 
Jean Singleton-Polster is h eading off for exch ange  to 
Cape Tow n University in South  Africa from  UBC for 
a sem ester. R ach el Singleton-Polster w as acting in h er 
sch ool's production of Annie, playing rugby, doing 
ballet, and w ork ing h ard at sch ool so sh e  can get into 
Pearson College. Sh e  is  one  of th e  editors for th e  
Sporadical, one  of th e  YF reps on Program m e  
Com m ittee  for YM, a YF listener, and on CYFYM 
Nom inating Com m ittee. As for th e  re st of h er spare  
tim e  sh e  loves sailing, back pack ing, rock  clim bing, 
running, reading, and just h aving fun. Jesse  Sm ith  is  
getting h is Masters in one  year in O ttaw a. Jagger 
Sm ith  recently m arried Sarah  in O ctober 2006, living 
in O ttaw a, getting h is Masters. R ob Sm ith  is  
attending university in O ttaw a. Aden Spurr is living 
in Vancouver, BC. Look ing for an apartm ent, w h ile 
living in a h ostel. Work ing at R obert H eld Art Glass 
studio. Tristan Spurr is w ork ing at th e  O rillia Bik e  
Sh op, b ik ing, and living at h om e. Sarah  Jane Spurr is 
just back  from  travelling th e  w orld, w ork ing near 
O rillia, O N. Jillian Spurr is attending H S in O rillia, 
living at h om e. Ben Spurr is going to university in 
Toronto; playing m usic w ith  h is  band, Th e  Coast. 
Peter Stevenson is in h is  second year at Earlh am  
College. Sam  Stevenson is living in th e  w oods in 
New  Mexico. R ye  Stevenson is currently living in 
Q uebec City. Em ily Stew art-W ilson is living in 
R ich m ond H ill, O N, going to th e  Toronto W aldorf 
Sch ool. Graem e  Stew art-W ilson is living in 
R ich m ond H ill, O N, in h is  last year at th e  Toronto 
W aldorf Sch ool. Marc Sum m er-Sm ith  is  studying 
Ph ilosoph y at th e  University of Toronto and 
w ork ing as an Autom otive Tuner at Neetronics.

Eppa Turniw an is currently living in Calgary 
going to sch ool for m assage  th erapy. Sh e  m oved 
th ere  in D ec '05 after graduating from  St Francis 
Xavier University w ith  a BSc in H um an K inetics. Sh e  
finish e s m assage  th erapy in March  and th en is 

travelling to H aw aii w ith  h er fath er. Is th ink ing of 
getting into th e  film  industry after th at. 

Ivan Verlaan is going to York  University, in 
Film /Cinem a Studie s, living in Toronto. Peter 
Versteeg is going to be  a fath er in May, living in 
O ttaw a. Beth any Von Bezold is attending a 
m idw ifery program  in California for 2 m onth s, th en 
to British  Colum bia to w ork  at Cam ph ill before  
h eading back  to California to w ork  at a sum m er 
cam p. Mak ing plans to go to university in th e  fall. 

Alan W alsh  is  finish ing up h is  last sem ester at 
Sw arth m ore  in PA (in Math em atics and Statistics and 
Econom ics), look ing for jobs. Tom  W alsh  is  doing 
an M.Sc. in Com puter System s at th e  University of 
Toronto. Ch ris W ilk  is getting m arried in June, and 
still w ork s at Stantec Consulting... and um m ... w ent 
to K uw ait a few  m onth s ago to train som e  people at 
th e  Ministry of Public Work s on pavem ent testing 
eq uipm ent.

Ch ris Yang just got back  from  Ch ina, w ill be  
living in Guelph . Sarah  Young is at Q ueen's Canada 
in O ttaw a, in h er 2nd-to-last year of Geological 
Engineering. Aynsley Young is at Q ueen's Canada in 
O ttaw a, finish ing up h er last year Nursing, 
Astronom y and Astoph ysics.

Coldstream  Month ly Meeting
In early Novem ber, Coldstream  Meeting w as pleased 
to h ost th e  Continuing Meeting of Ministry and 
Counsel. It w as gratifying to sh are  m eals and 
fellow sh ip w ith  Friends from  disparate  parts of 
Canada.    

Sh e ila H avard, w h o 
h as been an AGLI w ork  
cam per in Bududu, 
Uganda for th e  past tw o 
sum m ers, m ade  a return 
trip to Uganda in 
D ecem ber. Sh e ila never 
travels ligh tly on h er 
ventures, and th is trip 
w as no exception. 
Included in h er 80 
pounds of luggage w as a 
fax m ach ine, se eds, 
dre sse s sew n by 
Coldstream  Meeting 

Trivia Answ ers
From  page 34.......

1. Kvek erh jelp

2. Fritch ley General M eeting, at th e  

tim e  an independant group of Friends  

in th e  UK.

3. M eeting for Wors h ip

4. M arch . Early Friends  us ed num bered 

m onth s  instead of us ing pagan nam e s , 

and prior to 1752 England and it's  

colonie s  started th e ir calendar year w ith  

M arch .

5. Sas k atch ew an - Th e  Sas k atoon 

Quak ers  play in th e  North  

Sas k atch ew an Junior H ock ey League
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w om en, and m edicine. Sh e  reconnected w ith  friends 
sh e  h as m ade  in Uganda, and visited th e  site  of a 
planned w ater tank , a project  financed in part by 
Coldstream  Meeting. Sh e ila also donated th e  cost for 
extra large  eaves trough s so w h en h eavy rains com e, 
th e  w ater can be  collected. Ch ristm as found Sh e ila, 
along w ith  h er personal porters, m ak ing th e  tre k  up 
Mt. K ilim anjaro.   

O n D ec. 6th , th e  second annual Tw elfth  Nigh t 
dinner w as h eld. Beside s enjoying a pot luck  supper 
togeth er, Friends and guests sh ared th e ir various 
talents in th e  form  of storie s, poem s, personal 
th ough ts and w ritings, sk its, personal antecdotes, and 
songs.

Edm onton Month ly Meeting
At its Septem ber Meeting for Worsh ip for 

Business, Edm onton Month ly Meeting joyously 
w elcom ed Julie  R obinson into m em bersh ip.  Julie  is a 
poet and lives w ith  h er partner, Jeff D udiak , a 
m em ber of Pelh am  Meeting, and th e ir son York , w h o 
is 6.

H am ilton Month ly Meeting
Th ere  w ere  fifteen participants at a retreat 

Novem ber 11th . It began w ith  break fast and ended 
w ith  a sim ple supper, and encom passed w orsh ip, large  
group discussions, sm all group discernm ent, free  tim e  
for w alk s, re sts, and inform al talk s w ith  f/Friends, and 
a Clarem ont D ialogue. Th e  subject of th e  retreat w as 
th e  Life  and H ealth  of O ur Meeting. Th e  next retreat 
w ill be  in th e  spring, and th e  th em e  is based on th e  
Foolish ness of God and our call as Q uak ers to th is 
Foolish ness.

Montreal Month ly Meeting
Montreal Month ly Meeting is pleased th at its 

m em bersh ip is grow ing.  D avid Millar (form erly of 
Victoria Month ly Meeting) h as recently h ad h is  
m em bersh ip transferred to Montreal. 

Ch antal Fournier h as been accepted into 
m em bersh ip of Montreal Month ly Meeting. Sh e  w as 
w elcom ed at a sm all gath ering follow ing Meeting for 
Worsh ip on January 21st.

Both  new  m em bers are  actively involved in th e  life  
of th e  m eeting.

New  Brunsw ick  Month ly 
Meeting

Effective im m ediately, D aph ne  H ark er h as legally 
ch anged h er nam e  to D aph ne  D avey. 

Louis Paul, of Woodstock -H oulton Worsh ip 
Group, died Novem ber 7.

Marilee  R e im er, D oug H atfield and R ita H atfield 
w ere  w elcom ed into m em bersh ip in New  Brunsw ick  
in th e  fall.

Pelh am  Executive Meeting
In m id-January in St. Cath arines, Friends from  

Pelh am  Executive Meeting gath ered for a w inter 
retreat to review  th e  Interim  R eport of th e  
Consultation and R enew al (C'n'R ) Work ing Group. 
After identifying topics th at w ere  of particular 
interest to m em bers present, discussions focused on 
th ose  areas.  Notes from  th e  m eeting are  be ing tak en 
to a Meeting for Worsh ip for Business w h ere  th e  
m eeting w ill decide  on w h at form  a m eaningful input 
to th e  C’n’R  process m igh t be.

Toronto Month ly Meeting
Eva K antor celebrated h er 9 8th  b irth day on 30 

Septem ber. Eva is an Associate  Mem ber of Toronto 
Month ly Meeting, h aving com e  from  Buenos Aire s 
w h ere  sh e  w as a founding m em ber of th e  Q uak er 
group w h ich  m et from  19 43-19 83. 

Vernon Month ly Meeting
Bob H aspeck , a long-tim e  attender of Vernon 

Month ly Meeting and  Western H alf Yearly Meeting, 
died on O ctober 13, 2006. A m em orial m eeting w as 
h eld for Bob in Vernon on O ctober 22, 2006.

Trudy Wensveen, at 9 1 Vernon Meeting's oldest 
m em ber, h as m oved to Golden, BC.

Victoria Month ly Meeting
We w elcom e tw o new  m em bers: Toni Bacon and 

Jen D eak in. 

We h ave a new  Worsh ip Group, in Pow ell R iver on 
th e  Sunsh ine  Coast. 

Victoria Month ly Meeting w ill soon be  ch anging 
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its nam e  to Vancouver Island Month ly Meeting, once  
all arrangem ents h ave been m ade. Th e  part of our 
Meeting located in Victoria itself is also ch anging its 
nam e. Form erly called Fern St. Meeting, it is now  
k now n as Victoria Friends Meeting.

Victoria Friends Meeting continues study groups 
on Q uak erism , currently look ing at Marc Forget's 
pam ph let "Tow ard a New  Vision of Justice".

Lana R obinson of D uncan Worsh ip Group is th e  
new  Sub-regional coordinator for th e  Vancouver 
Island and Gulf Islands part of th e  K AIR O S 
Netw ork . 

O ur annual Island Gath ering h ad 35 persons in 
attendance, around th e  th em e :  "Tow ard Com m unity". 
We m et at Victoria Meetingh ouse.  

Yonge St. H alf-Yearly Meeting
Yonge Street H alf-Yearly Meeting (H YM) w as h eld 

th e  28th  day of Tenth  Month  at Yonge Street Meeting 
H ouse. Th e  day w as a celebration of th e  b icentenary 
of Yonge Street Month ly Meeting th rough  w orsh ip, 
fellow sh ip, and presentations of h istorical episodes. 
Tw o re - enactm ents assisted us in putting ourselves 
into th e  past: one  th at included W illiam  Penn 
regarding th e  relationsh ip betw een Q uak ers and First 
Nations peoples, and th e  second of Tim oth y R ogers, 
a Q uak er instrum ental in th e  e stablish m ent of settlers 
at New m ark et and of th e  Yonge Street Meeting.  Th e  
re - enactm ents follow ed m orning w orsh ip in w h ich  a 
Friend read from  th e  q uerie s of th e  m en's and 
w om en's Meetings for Business of 1806 and from  th e  
q uerie s now  in use  by Canadian Yearly Meeting 
(CYM).  Before  and after w orsh ip and at lunch  and 
dinner, Friends m et, talk ed, and brow sed at th e  
Q uak er Book  Service  item s, a display about th e  
privatisation of w ater, and th e  Fair Trade  coffee, tea, 
olive oil and ch ocolate available.

H MAC
Web O versigh t Com m ittee  (W O C) of H om e  

Mission and Advancem ent Com m ittee  is pleased to 
announce  th at th e  selection process for a w eb  
designer h as been com pleted. Th e  new  face  of 
q uak er.ca w ill be  designed by Bruce  D ienes, our 
current w ebm inder. W O C w elcom es ideas for content: 
q uotations, pictures, im ages, etc. suitable to be  put on 
th e  w ebsite. Subm it to w oc@ q uak er.ca.

Friends General Conference
FGC h as begun collaborating w ith  youth  w ork ers 

from  Pendle H ill and Ph iladelph ia Yearly Meeting to 
foster strong connections am ong Young Adult 
Friends (YAFs, ages 18-35) both  locally and nationally. 
For m ore  inform ation contact em ilys@ fgcq uak er.org 
or visit h ttp://w w w.q uak eryouth .org

Canadian Yearly Meeting 
National Listeners

Listeners are  available to listen to any Canadian 
Friend disclose  h arm  done  on m atters of sexual 
h arassm ent or abuse, or any oth er topic a Friend m ay 
need to discuss. If you need a listener, th e  first step is 
to approach  a trusted Friend w ith in your Month ly 
Meeting (MM), or to go to your MM Ministry and 
Counsel. If th is path  is  not com fortable, you m ay 
contact a National Listener. Listeners se e k  to be  
present from  a place of spirit-centred openness, to 
h old th e  caller and th e  situation in th e  Ligh t, and to 
listen w ith  tenderness. K now ing th e  h ealing th at 
com es from  sim ply be ing h eard, w e  offer you a safe  
and confidential space  in w h ich  to speak . O ne  call 
m igh t be  all you need. If not, w e  h ave th e  task  of 
discerning w ith  you w h at a next step could be : 
w h eth er a com m ittee  of care, of clearness, or of 
oversigh t m igh t be  appropriate; or h ow  to find oth er 
possible re sources. 
Th e  National Listeners for adult Friends are :
* Ed Belzer (9 02) 384-2730 

E-m ail: belzer@ ns.sym patico.ca
* D oroth y Janes (416) 9 29 -8812 

E-m ail: doroth yj@ idirect.com
* Lesley R obertson (250) 763-569 8 

E-m ail: lessism ore  @ telus.net
* Jay Cow sill Teleph one : (306) 652-2407  

E-m ail: jm c59 0@ m ail.usask .ca

Additionally, th e  follow ing National Listeners for 
Young Friends are  now  also available:
* K elly Ack erm an (204) 774 2282 

E-m ail: q uak erk ello@ gm ail.com
* R ach el Singleton-Polster (9 05) 685-1022 

E-m ail: tw inflow er@ telus.net

W h enever possible, please  contact us first to 
arrange  a m utually convenient tim e  to speak  later.
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